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TOG MISSION (IF DEMOCRACY. 

No. 2. 

Democracy in practioe—Democracy in its uni¬ 
versal application—Democracy as the Abolition¬ 
ists of the free North understood it—met, as is 
well known, with no favor in the South. The 
very States which had resisted so stoutly the 
sedition laws of Federalism, demanded of the au- 
thories of the free States the enactment of penal 
laws against all who ventured to express pub- 
lioly their opposition to tho system of slavery. 
Their Representatives on tho floor of Congress 
threatened to inflict the punishment of death 
upon any man who should be found advocating, 
on their territory, tho freedom of the slaves. 
They trampled on the right of petition. They 
established a rigid censorship of the press. They 
rifted the Northern mail-bags. One of their 
Governors, in behalf of his State, made a formal 
demand upon tho Govomor of New York for the 
delivery into his hands, for trial and punishment, 
of a oitizen of the latter State, whose only crime, 
as specified in the requisition, was the printed 
declaration, that God and Nature abhor slavery. 

As a natural consequence, the South, assailed 
by its own weapons, felt called upon to make a 
new definition of Democracy, repudiating that 
of Jefferson. A prominent Southern Democrat, 
(Pickens, of S. C.,) in his speech in Congress on 
the 21st of 1st month, 1836, took the ground that 
the doctrines of the Declaration of Independ¬ 
ence arc “mere abstractions;” that the best form 
of society is that in which the capitalists own the 
laborers. “ We already,” said ho, 11 have not only a 
right to the proceeds of our laborers, but we own a 
class of laborers ourselves “ if laborers ever obtain 
the political power of a country, it is in fact in a state 
of revolut ion, which must end in substantially transfer¬ 
ring property to themselves, until they shall become 
capitalists, unless those who have it shall appeal 
to the sword and tlte standing army to protect it.’ 

It is unnecessary, in this connection, to speak 
of the sentiments of John C. Calhoun. Govern¬ 
or MoDuffie, another Southern Domoorat, in 
a message to the Legislature of his State, allud¬ 
ing to what he regards as the “ menial offices ” of 
labor, says: 

“ When these offices are performed by menders 
of the political community, a dangerous element is in¬ 
troduced into the body politic. Hence the alarming 
tendency to violate the. rights of property by agrarian 
legislation, which is beginning to be manifest in the 
older States, where universal suffrage prevails, 
without domestic slavery.” 

This iB, after all, but conforming the theory of 
Southern Democracy to its practioe, whioh makes 
slaves of black laborers, and disfranchises poor 
whites, who have not been able to rise to the 
dignity of planters. No man is eligible to a seat 
in the House of Representatives of South Caro¬ 
lina, who does not own a settlod freehold estate of 
five hundred acres of land and ten negroes,” 

“ a real estate of tho value of one hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling, clear of debt;” and the 
Governor must own a “ settled estate ” of “ the 

value of FIFTEEN HUNDRED rOUNDS STERLING, 

In Virginia, a freehold is required as a qualifi¬ 
cation of an eleotor, and a man may vole in as 
many counties as he owns land, while the landless 
man cannot vote at all. 

Iiow potent sometimes is a name? The Dem¬ 
ocratic masses of the North and the planters of 
the South have really had nothing else in 
mon. Yet, by virtue mainly of this, the former, 
through the influence of unscrupulous aspirants, 
desirous of securing the compact political power 
of the South, have been placed in the unnatural 
position of allies of tho latter, find induoed to 
support moasures essentially Anti-Democratio in 
their character. The annexation of Texas is 
striking instance. Tho Southern Democrats de¬ 
manded Texas for tho purpose of strengthening 
the institution of slavery, and, to obtain it, resort¬ 
ed to the east-off theories of Federalism, in re¬ 
spect to the powers of the General Government 
and the Northorn Democracy, for the sake of a 
morely nominal party triumph, were induced to 


unite with them in support of that disastrous 

The reaction of this unnatural state of thing: 
has commenced. The great body of the Democ¬ 
racy of the free States, the honest and unselfish 
portion of both parties, are beginning to under- 
stand that no political alchemy can blend in one 
the conflicting interests of Slavery and Freedom. 
They are beginning to feel that the servility of 
the politician is the servility of the man; that the 
disgrace of the partisan is that of the citizen also j 
and that a profession of Democracy, coupled with 
pro-slavery action, is absurd and pitiful hypocri¬ 
sy. The repeal of the 21st rule in Congress— 
the revolt of John P. Hale and the Independents 
in New Hampshire—the position of the Con¬ 
science Whigs of Massachusetts and Ohio—the 
growth of a Liberty party, 80,000 strong, com¬ 
posed of secedcrs from Whigs and Democrats— 
the Wilmot Proviso afiirmed, almost unanimously, 
by the Legislatures of New England, the Middle, 
and several of the Western States—the laws 
enacted in many of the free States, prohibiting, 
under severe penalties, their officers and citizens 
from lending any aid to the slaveholder in pursuit 
of his fugitive slave—are all significant indica¬ 
tions of the present tendencies of the Democracy 
of the North. The Barnburner demonstration in 
New York—a resuscitation of the Anti-Slavery 
Democracy of Tompkins and Leggett—is a fact 
of too much importance to be overlooked in this 
connection. The late Legislative caucus at Al¬ 
bany thus defines the position of the “Demo¬ 
cratic musses ” of the Empire State: 

“ Resolved, That all imputations upon the De¬ 
mocracy of this State, oome from what quarter 
it may, that its patriotic masBcs arc in favor of 
the extension of slavery into territories now free, ore 
bald inventions of open adversaries or secret 
foes ; that we regard such extension as derogatory to 
the principles of natural justice, subversive of the 
riglds and interests of the jree laboring classes of all 
the States, and at tear with the policy established by 
the fathers of the Republic, in the Ordamnce of 1787, 
for the government of the Northwestern Terri¬ 
tory; a policy, the wisdom of which has been 
proved and illustrated by the unprecedented 
growth and prosperity of the noble States north 
of the Ohio river, and by the intelligence, pa¬ 
triotism, and energy of their population.” 

The spirit and temper of this important move¬ 
ment may be seen in the following extract from 
the brilliant declamation of John Van Buren at 
Albany: 

“ If Mr. Ritchie supposos that a Democratic 
creed can be made for the North, as it is made for 
the South, where Democracy stands still under 
every stimulant to progress, he mistakes the tem¬ 
per of tho progressive Democracy of the North. 
[Cheers.] If such a thing could be, he might 
have ‘ the principles of 1798’ as the eternal prin¬ 
ciples of the Democratic party. But in tho State 
of New York, amidst her gigantic energies and 
devotion to freedom and progress, the man who de¬ 
sires to keep pace with the spirit of the age, and 
with the onward movoment of her Democracy, 
must move on with it, or be rode over and crushed. 
[Cheers.] He must raise his eyes from the tow- 
path of Southern apathy, and look out upon the 
broad ocean of Freedom. He must lay down his 
jewsharp, and hearken to the shrill bugle-blast 
of Progress. He must lay down his pop-gun, and 
listen to the shouts of the million of freemen 
who are determined to plant the standard of Lib¬ 
erty upon all free soil conquered by the treasure 
and blood of freemen. [Immense cheering.]” 

Or hear the same orator at the late Convention 
at Utioa. Mark the vigor of his language, and 
the boldness of the thought which it embodies: 

“ I have never entertained but one opinion in regard 
to the traffic in human flesh, and buying and setting 
live bodies ; and that is, an unqualified aversion and 
disgust for it; and while 1 would give to those 
States where it exists the security whioh the Con¬ 
stitution has given to it, the moment they step 
inch beyond this, theyattract the public atten- 
n, and invite a discussion of the evils of Sla¬ 
very. They do so unwisely, and I regret it; but 
when they do so, the free white people of this 
State will discuss and condemn it. The idea of 
marohing, in the 19th century, with the immense 
power of this free Republic, upon an enfeebled 
and half-civilized people, and forcing upon them 
the institution of Slavery which they reject, and 
making it a fundamental article of a treaty of 
peace that they shall be guarded againBt, is so 
repugnant to my sense of what is duo, not merely 
to the superior magnitude and strength of our 
own country, but so disgraceful to our free insti¬ 
tutions, and so pregnant with evil to the people 
of both countries, that, if I could be satisfied that 
this war is prosecuted to plant human slavery in Mex¬ 
ico, devoted though 1 am to the glory, honor, wel¬ 
fare, and progress of these United States, in every 
pulsation of my heart, in every breath of my life, 
in every fibre of my system, so help me God, 1 
would join the Mexicans to-morrow, in resisting such 
oppression. [Applause.]” 

Thpse signs of the times are not to be mistaken. 
Democracy and Slavery are on the eve of their 
great battle. The events we have noted are but 
tho skirmishing of the outposts—the death-grap¬ 
ple is to oome. The question to be decided is 
one which affects the race; mighty consequences, 
for good or evil, hang upon it. 

For one, we thank God that we are permitted 
to see this day, and to take a part, feeble as our 
efforts may be, in the great contest. The hope 
whioh we have long cherished is fulfilled. The 
simple question of Slavery or Freedom, stripped. 
of all extraneous matters, and in some measure 
placed above the influence of party, is now fairly 
before the Dcmooratio masses of the free States. 
Party hacks, men without faith in right and 
truth, hangers-on of the Government, greedy for 
spoil, will undoubtedly take the side of Slavery. 
But the generous and humane, the clear-sighted 
and hopeful, the men of Progress and Christian 
Reform, all who believe the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence, and who comprehend and love the Dem¬ 
ocratic principle—the great idea of the world's 
future—will count it a privilege to stand on the 
side of Liberty. Our brothren of the South can¬ 
not complain that wo are aggressors. They have 
provoked the contest by efforts to extern! and per¬ 
petuate slavery. They have interfered, in so 
doing, with the interests of free labor. We would 
only retaliate by returning good for evil. The 
Democratic dootrines, which with them unhappily 
have fallen on stony places, took root in the con- 
genial soil of free labor, and are there producing 
their proper fruits. The North owes a debt of 
gratitude to the South, for the benefits, neither 
few nor trifling, whioh have resulted from these 
dootrines. We would pay it by applying them, 
as Jefferson did, to the relation of master and 
slave; and, by so doing, confer a lasting blessing 
upon both classes. Already the work of a prac¬ 
tical application of Demooracy has commenced at 
the South. Noble hearts there sympathize with 
us; and voices from Virginia and Kentucky call 
upon us to persevere. The non-slaveholders— 
the poor whites—writhing under the aristocracy 
of slavery, are prepared to unite with us. *Not 
the slave alone, but the oppressed and disfran¬ 
chised free laborer, may well repeat the language 
of the slavo-poet of Cuba: 

“Oh Liberty-! I sigh for thee 
To break the chain and dungeon bar; 

I hear thy spirit calling me, 

Deep in the frozen North afar, 

With voice like God’s, and visage like a star!” 
Let, then, the great contest come—the sooner 
the better. Free Labor against Slave Labor; De¬ 
mocracy against Serfdom. The struggle may be 
sharp, but it is thrust upon us. We cannot 
avoid it—we would not, if we could. In the mem¬ 
orable words of Adams, “ Let it come! ” 

J.G. W. 

For the National Era. 

WINTER. 

'Tis winter now, and bleak and chill 
The wind is sighing o’er vale and hill, 

And flowers are gone, and Nature’s green 
No more enlivens each varied scene ; 

And fields where late the yellow grain 


Felt the kind influence of sun and rain. 

Now share the blight of Winters breath, 

And calmly sleep in Nature’s death. 

But soon bright Spring shall smile again, 

And Earth yield up the buried grain ; 

The flowers shall give their perfume out, 

The stream shall leap with a joyous shout; 

The wind shall oome in a gentler tone, 

And make the breath of flowers its own; 

And all around—the sky—the air— 

Shall In the spring time’s freshness share. 

H. P. T. 

Philadelphia. _ 

For the National Era. 

SKETCHES 

MODERN REFORMS AND REFORMERS, 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

No. 3.—Constructive Treason — The Law o 

Libel and Sedition—The Dean of St. Asaph 

—The Rights of Juries—Erskine—Fox- 

Pitt. 

I took occasion, in my last number, to speak at 
some length of the trials of Tooke, Hardy, and 
others, for high treason, in 1794, and of the suc¬ 
cessful attack then made by Mr. Erskine on the 
doctrine of constructive treason. Down to the 
period of these trials, the English law of treason 
was infamous. Among other things, treason was 
defined to be waging war against the King, or 
compassing and imagining his death, or the over¬ 
throw of his Government. The law evidently 
contemplated the doing of some act. designed and 
adapted to accomplish these ends. But the con¬ 
struction of tho courts had subverted this princi¬ 
ple, and declared the mere utterance of words high 
treason. In the reign of Edward IV, a citizen 
was executed for saying “ he would make his son 
heir of the crown meaning, as was supposed, that 
he would make him the heir of his inn called “the 
Crown.” Another, whose favorite buck the King 
had wantonly killed, was executed for saying “ he 
wished the buck, horns and all, in the bowels of 
the man who counselled the King to kill it.” The 
court gravely held, that as the King had killed it 
of his own accord, and so was his own counsellor, 
this declaration was imagining the King’s death, 
and therefore treason! No it had been field, that 
using words tending to overawe Parliament, and 
procure the repeal of a law, was levying war on 
the King, and therefore treasonable. At length 
the courts yielded to the doctrine that there must 
be some overt act to constitute the crime. But 
they also held that, reducing words to writing was 
an overt act, even though they were never read or 
printed! Peachum, a clergyman, was convicted 
of high treason for passages found in a sermon 
whioh had never been preached. The immortal 
Algernon Sidney was executed, and his blood at¬ 
tainted, for some unpublished papers found in 
his eloset, containing merely speculative opinions 
in favor of a republican form of government. It 
was in allusion to this judicial murder by the in¬ 
famous Jeffries, and to the fact that the record of 
the conviction hod been destroyed, that Erskine, 
on the trial of Hardy, uttered the splendid 
anathema against “those who took from the files the 
sentence against Sidney, which should have been 
left on record to all ages, that it might arise and 
blacken in the sight, like the handwriting on the 
wall before the Eastern tyrant, to deter from out¬ 
rages upon justice.” It has already been said that 
this peerless lawyer exploded these dangerous 
doctrines, and made it safe for Englishmen to 
speak ana write freely against the King and Gov¬ 
ernment, without exposure to a conviction for 
treason. 

But this is not the only salutary legal reform 
for which England is indebted to his exertions. 
Pernioious as is the existing law of criminal 
prosecutions for libels anb seditious writings 
iu that country, it was vastly worse till his strong 
arguments and scathing appeals had shaken it to 
its foundations. A glance at the law. Any pub¬ 
lication imputing bad motives to King or Minis¬ 
ter ; or charging any branch of Government with 
OOrruDtion. or a wish to infringe tha liberties of 
the People; or which casts ridicule upon the Es¬ 
tablished Church; aud any writing, printing, or 
speaking, which tended to excite the People to 
hatred or contempt «f the Government, or to 
change the laws in an improper manner, &c., were 
seditious libels, for which line, imprisonment, the 
pillory, &c., might be imposed. Nor was the truth 
of the libel any defence. Admirable snares, these, 
to entangle unwary reformers, and catch game for 
the royal household! And these had laws were 
worse administered. The juries had no power in 
their administration —the only cheek in the hands 
of the People. The court withheld from the jury 
the question whether a writing was libellous or 
seditious, and permitted mem only to decide 
whether the prisoner had published it. In a word, 
if the jury found that he published, they must con¬ 
vict ; and then the judge growled out the sentence. 
These trials were ready weapons for State prose¬ 
cution in the hands of a tyrannical King and 
Ministry, with pliant judges at their beck; and 
in the latter half of the last century they were 
used without stint or mercy. They struck down 
Wilkes, Tooke. Woodfall, Muir, Palmer, Holt, 
Cartwright, and other liberals, for publications 
and speeches in vindication of the People, whioh, 
at this day, would be held harmless even in Eng¬ 
land. Some were heavily fined, others imprison¬ 
ed or transported, others set on the pillory or 
cropped and branded, their houses broken open 
and searched, their wives and daughters insulted, 
their private papers rifled, their printing presses 
seized, their goods confiscated, their names cast 
out as evil, and they might regard their lot as for¬ 
tunate if their prospects for life were not utterly 
ruined. The treatment of Muir and Palmer, in 
1793, was barbarous. Muir was a respectable 
barrister, and Palmer a clergyman of eminent 
literary attainments. They had merely addressed 
meetings and associations for Parliamentary re¬ 
form in Glasgow and Edinburgh, and reports of one 
or two of their speeches had been printed. Muir 
was sentenced to transportation for fourteen years, 
and Palmer for seven. They were shipped off to 
Botany Bay with a cargo of common felons! Sev¬ 
eral other persons, for attending a Reform Conven¬ 
tion in Edinburgh the same year, shared a like 
fate. These are trials which Bunshine politicians 
of the liberal school never contemplate, except to 
draw from them materials for rounding off fine 
periods about freedom and the rights of man. But 
they endear the sufferers to the struggling masses 
of their own time; and, in after years, when the 
sons of tho persecutors garnish their tombs, those 
who then endure like trials, swear by their mem¬ 
ories and conjure with their names. 

The times of which I write were prolifio of 
these State prosecutions. Mr. Erskine was the 
ready counsel of the proscribed reformers of the 
lost century, as Mr. Brougham was of this. His 
great effort on these trials was to convince the 
court that tho juries had the right to decide upon 
the character of the publication in making up 
their verdicts; or, in proper phrase, they were 
“judges both of law and fact.” In this effort, he 
had many a fierce conflict with the judges, when, 
with his usual courage, he braved their rebukes 
and challenged the execution of their hinted 
threats to commit him for contempt. He always 
argued this point fully to the court, in thepresence 
of the jury; and such was his mastery over the 
reason and the feelings, that he sometimes pre¬ 
vented a conviction when he could not obtain an 
acquittal. It was in an affair of this sort that 
he had a quarrel with Mr. Justice Buller, a 
judge who coupled double the imperiousness of 
Mansfield with half his talents, and whose frown, 
glowing out from under his huge wig, has silenc¬ 
ed many a barrister of more than common nerve. 
The respectable Dean of St. Asafii, who breath¬ 
ed the mountain air of Wales, published a olever 
political tract, under the guise of a dialogue be¬ 
tween King George and a farmer. Erskine went 
down to defend him. Buller presided at the trial. 
Erskine argued his favorite topic with more than 
his acoustomed ability. The jury listened with 
absorbing attention; the judge with impatient in¬ 
terruptions. He charged furiously against the 
Dean, and told the jury, if they believed he pub¬ 
lished the tract, they must render a general ver- 
diot of guilty. Tho words of reason and power of 
the great barrister, and his piercing eyes, which 
riveted everything within their gaze, went with 
them to their room. They returned a verdict in 
these words : “ Guilty of publishing only.” The 
astonished judge ordered them out again, with di¬ 
rections to render a general verdict of guilty. 
Erskine interposed, and insisted upon their right 
to render such a verdict as they had. The Judge 
replied tartly, and the jury retired. Again they 
came in with the same verdict. The judge repri¬ 
manded them, while Erskine insisted that their 
verdict should be recorded. Buller retorted, ex¬ 
plained his law to the refractory panel, and sent 
them out The third time they appeared with 
the same verdict. The judge grew furious, and 
said, unless they rendered a general verdict, he 
should order the clerk to enter it 11 guilty.” Er~ 

* This scene is given from memory—the report net being 


kine protested in strong terms. Buller ordered 
him to sit down. Erskine said he would not sit 
down, nor would he allow the court to record a 
verdict of guilty against his olient, when the jury 
had rendered no such verdict. Buller hinted at 
commitment. Erskine defied him. The jury were 
frightened, and, in their panic, assented to a gen¬ 
eral verdict of guilty.* Erskine excepted, and 
oarried the case to the full bench. But the day 
of triumph was at hand. So clearly had he in his 
great arguments exposed the iniquity of the rule, 
(if, indeed, it was law at all,) and so pertinacious¬ 
ly had he contested it on the trial of the Dean, 
that Parliament passed a declaratory act, (thus 
admitting that Erskine was right,) giving jurors, 
iu these prosecutions, the power to render a ver- 
diet upon the whole offence charged, i e., making 
them the “judges of the law os well as the fact.” 

I need not say that, after this, prosecutions for se¬ 
ditious libels became much less potent weapons in 
the bands of royal and ministerial persecutors, and 
reformers breathed freer. 

It does the heart good to contemplate talents 
like Erskine’s devoted to such purposes. To see 
the foremost lawyer of his time, in the midst of 
wide-spread aristocratic clamor, and despite the 
fulininations of Kings and Ministers and Judges, 
take the side of humble men, who are denounced 
as incendiaries, agrarians, levellers, Frenoh Jaco¬ 
bins, traitors, and infidels, plotting to murder 
their Sovereign, upheave his throne, and prostrate 
the altars of the church, (and these are but a tithe 
of the catalogue,) and for years perform prodigies 
of labor for poor clients and poorer pay, thus 
blocking up the avenues to preferment in his 
cherished profession, aud all for the iove he bears 
the common cause! Such a spectacle should go 
somewhat to blunt the edge of those taunts so con¬ 
stantly aimed at a profession whioh he adored 
and adorned, and which, in every struggle for 
.human rights, has furnished leaders to the popu¬ 
lar party among the bravest of the brave. The 
law, like every other profession, has its scum and 
its vermin, aud yields its share of dishonest men. 
But they are dishonest not beoause they arc law¬ 
yers, but because they are scoundrels, and would 
have been so had they chosen to be merchants, 
physicians, or horse-jockies. When reproaching 
the whole legal fraternity as “ a pack of licensed 
swindlers,” it might be well to remember that the 
most conspiouous rebels and martyrs of English 
freedom, in the olden times, were lawyers—that 
Erskine, Emmet, Romilly, Mackintosh, O’Connell, 
and Brougham, of late and milder days, were law¬ 
yers; and that Jetferso», Adams, Otis, Sherman, 
Henry, and Hamilton, with miyiy other bold 
spirits who thundered and lightened during the 
storm of the American Revolution, were lawyers. 

But we must leave Mr. Erskine, by saying, that 
he possessed ability and learning to maintain the 
boldest positions; eloquence for the most thrilling 
appeals; imagination to sustain the loftiest flights. 
He was graceful in action, melodious in elocution, 
and had an eye of whoso fascinating power jurors 
were often heard to speak. He was a wit and a 
logician—a lawyer and a reformer—a man, cast 
in the noblest mould of his species. 

Mr. Erskine was powerfully sustained in his 
efforts for law reform by the great liberal leader 
in the House of Commons. Charles James Fox 
deserves a conspiouous place among the early re¬ 
formers of England. Entering Parliament in 
1768, when just turned tweaty-one, he rallied un¬ 
der the banner of Mr. Burke, then the chief de¬ 
bater on the Whig side, whose lead he followed 
through the doubtful contest on American ques¬ 
tions ; and when victory, and peace, and independ¬ 
ence, crowned their efforts, the chief resigned the 
standard of opposition to the hands of his younger 
and more robust lieutenant. Fox is called “ the 
disciple of Burke,” and, after their unnatural es¬ 
trangement, he gratefully said, “I have learnt 
more from Burke alone than from all other men 
and authors.” He remained in the Commons till 
his death, in 1806; and though hampered by aris¬ 
tocratic connections and the leadership of his 
party, his generous nature and warm heart, 
through nearly forty years of Parliamentary life, 
oarried his great talents to the liberal side. He 
headed the forlorn hope of English freedom dur- 

ing tho ponw following the Frcuoli i't'VOlUUvu, 

and in the darkest and stormiest nights of that 
long and gloomy period, his voioe sounded clear 
and firm above the tempest, hurling defiance at 
his foes, and bidding the few friends of man and 
constitutional liberty who stood around him be of 
good cheer, for the day of their redemption was 
drawing on. His speech es against the stamp act, the 
taxation of the colonies, the American war, the 
test act, the suspension of the habeas corpus, the 
treason and sedition bills, the slave trade; and in 
favor of Parliamentary reform, religious tolera¬ 
tion, Catholic emancipation, the rights of juries, 
and of peace, contain volumes of liberal principles 
which endear his name to the friends of humani¬ 
ty in both hemispheres. As Erskine was the 
first advocate that ever stood at the English bar, 
so Fox was the first debater that ever appeareebin 
its Commons. Burke wrote of him, after their 
separation: “ I knew him when he was nineteen; 
since which, he has risen to be the most brilliant 
and accomplished debater the world ever saw.” 
His argumentative powers were of the highest or¬ 
der, and his wit, his invective, and his appeals to 
the judgment and feelings, unrivalled. In the 
partisan warfare of extemporaneous debate, he 
bore down on his antagonists with an energy 
which, when fully roused, bordered on ferocity. 
But it was the ferocity of impassioned logic and 
intense reasoning. Not content with once going 
over the ground in controversy, he travelled it 
again and again, unfolding new arguments and 
adding additional facts, till his searching and vigor¬ 
ous eloquence had discovered and demolished 
every objection that lay in Mb track. The very 
embodiment of the reasoning element in man, he 
saw through his subjeot with rapid glances, grap¬ 
pled sturdily with all its strong points, despised 
mere ornaments, rejected all bewildering flights of 
the imagination, and shunned excursions into col¬ 
lateral fields whioh skirted his line of argument. 
In these latter respects he was totally unlike 
Ms great master. As his reasoning powers were 
cast in the most colossal mould, so his heart was 
of the finest and noblest quality. Mackintosh 
has justly said, that “ he united in a most remark¬ 
able degree the seemingly repugnant characters 
of the mildest of men and the most vehement of 
orators.” His appeals to magnanimity, to gene¬ 
rosity, to integrity, to justice, to mercy, thrilled 
the soul of Freedom, while the tide of consuming 
lava which he poured on hypoorisy, meanness, 
dissimulation, cruelty, and oppression, made the 
grovellers at the footstool of power hide with fear 
and shame. He was a statesman of the broadest 
and most liberal views. His capacious mind was 
stored with political knowledge; he had deeply 
studied the institutions of ancient and modern 
States; and no man better understood the gene¬ 
ral and constitutional history of his own country, 
nor the delicate machinery whioh regulated its 
complicated foreign and domestic affairs. As bold 
as a lion, he never cowered before the King, his 
ministers, or his minions; hut gloried in being 
the mouthpiece of out-door Reformers, whose 
radical principles and humble connections pre¬ 
vented their admission within the Parliamentary 
walls. Pie repeated the coarse opinions of Cart¬ 
wright and his companions, in a place whose doors 
they were forbidden to darken, but in language 
worthy of the classic scion of Holland House. 
He was of invaluable service to the radical party, 
in gaining them favor with the aristocratic and 
learned Whigs, because he could throw over their 
principles the shield of argument, adorn them 
with the grace of scholarship, and dignify them 
with the lustre of birth and station, in this re¬ 
gard his conduct might he profitably studied by 
his professed admirers on this side of the At- 

Mr. Fox was totally unlike his great rival. 
Pitt was stately, taciturn, and of an austere tem¬ 
per. Fox was easy, social, and of a kindly dis¬ 
position. Pitt was tall and grave, and, entering 
the House carefully dressed, walked proudly to 
the head of the Treasury bench, and took his 
seat as dignified and dumb as a statue. Fox was 
burly and jovial, entered the House in a slouched 
hat and with a careless air, and, as he approached 
the Opposition benches, had a nod for this learned 
city member, and a joke for that wealthy knight 
of the shire, and sat down, as much at ease as if 
he were lounging in the back parlor of a country 
inn. Pitt, as the adage runs, could “ speak a 
King’s speech off-hand,” so consecutive were his 
sentences; and Ms round, smooth periods de¬ 
lighted the aristocracy of all parties. Fox made 
the Lords of the Treasury quail as he declaimed 
in piercing tones against ministerial corruption, 
whUe Mb friends shouted “ hear! hear!” and ap¬ 
plauded till the House shook. Pitt’s sentences 
were pompous and sonorous, and often “ their 
sound revealed their own hollowness.” Fox ut¬ 
tered sturdy Anglo-Saxon sense; every word 
pregnant with meaning. Pitt was a thorough 
business man, and relied for success in debate 
upon careful preparation. Fox despised the 
drudgery of the office, and relied upon his intui¬ 
tive perceptions and his robust strength. Pitt 
was the greater Secretary—Fox the greator Com¬ 
moner. Pitt’s oratory was like the frozen stalac¬ 


tites and pyramids which glitter around Niagara 
in mid-winter, stately, clear, and cold. Fox’s, 
like the vehemeut waters whioh sweep over its 
brink, and roar and boil in the abyss below. Pitt, 
in his great efforts, only erected himself the more 
proudly, and uttered more full Johnsonian sen¬ 
tences, sprinkling his dignified but monotonous 
“stato paper style” with pungent sarcasms, speak¬ 
ing as one having authority, and commanding that 
" might stand fast. Fox on such occasions ren¬ 
ted from first principles, denouncing where he 
could not persuade, and reeling under his great 
thoughts, until Ms excited feelings rooked him, 
like the ocean in a storm. Pitt displayed the 
most rhetoric, and his mellow voice charmed, like 
the notes of an organ. Fox displayed the most 
argument, and his shrill tones pierced like arrows. 
Pitt had an icy taste; Fox a fiery logio. Pitt 
had art; Fox nature. Pitt was dignified, cool, 
cautious; Fox manly, generous, brave. Pitt had 
a mind; Fox a soul, Pitt was a majestic automa¬ 
ton ; Fox a living man. Pitt was the Minister 
of the King; Fox the Champion of the People. 
Both were the early advocates of Parliamentary 
reform; but Pitt retreated, while Fox advanced; 
and both joined in denouncing and abolishing the 
horrors of the middle passage. Both died the 
same year, and they sleep side by sido in West¬ 
minster Abbey, their dust mingling with that of 
their mutual friend Wilberforoe; while over their 
tombs watches with eagle eye and extended arm 
the moulded form of Chatham. 

Even an outline of the majestic figure of Ed- 
muud Burke, which appropriately belongs here, 
could not find space in this number. 

H. B. S. 

DEBATE IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Ai-ril 10, 1848. 

The House having taken up tho joint resolution 
from the Senate, tendering the congratulations 
of the American to the French People— 

Mr. Ashmun said he should avail himself of this 
opportunity to make some remarks in reply to the 
attacks which his amendment had brought down 
upon him from the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Bayly] and others. France, in the incipient sta¬ 
ges of her new Government, had given reason to 
nope that she would emancipate the slaves in her 
colonies, and that there would be there no slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except for crime. For 
congratulating France on that auspicious move¬ 
ment, he had been most unsparingly denounced. 
First, however, the ludignation of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayly] was poured out upon 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GiddiDgsjJ but it 
was afterwards transferred to himself, and he with 
pleasure accepted it, and promised that he should 
not return it in the same temper, although ho 
should speak with the most perfect freedom. He 
claimed to live under a republican Government, 
where all were entitled to equal privileges and 
equal rights, and, as a .member of this House, he 
claimed the right freely to discuss any topic that 
came legitimately within their action; and the 
gentleman from Virginia greatly mistook his 
character if he supposed that either denunciation 
or coarse abuse could deter Mm from the exercise 
of his rights, tie sympathized with the down¬ 
trodden humanity of France, and the expression 
of his sympathy was the exercise of a legitimate 
right, when such resolutions were before this body. 
Why, the resolutions of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Cummings] might be supposed to contem¬ 
plate the precise object which he had in view in 
preparing his amendment. The gentleman from 
Ohio, in.his third resolution, expressed the hope 
that the down-trodden humanity of France might 
succeed in breaking down all forms of tyranny 
and oppression; and what was that but a prayer 
that slavery shall cease ? Did the gentleman from 
Ohio, or the gentleman from Virginia, or any 
other gentleman, say that the three hundred thou¬ 
sand slaves that exist in the Frenoh West India 
islands were not down-trodden humanity? ll 
those gentlemeu did deny it, he would ask their 
attention to a description given of it by ageutleman 
who now held a high position in the new Govern¬ 
ment of France. Ho desired them to listen to 
what M. Lamartine, tho French Minister of For¬ 
eign Affairs, had said of it, in a well-known book 
which he hod published. 

Mr. Ashmun here read the following extract 
from a work of M. de Lamartine, entitled “ His¬ 
tory of the Girondists,” vol. 1, p. 312: 

“ San Domingo, the richest of the French colo¬ 
nies, was swimming in blood. France was pun¬ 
ished for its egotism. The Constituent Assembly 
had proclaimed, in principle, the liberty of the 
blacks; but, in fact, slavery still existed. Two 
hundred thousand slaves served as human oattle 
to some thousands of oolonists. They were bought 
and sold, and cut and maimed, as if they were in¬ 
animate objects. They were kept by speculation 
out of the civil law and out of the religious law. 
Property, family, marriage, all was forbidden to 
them. Care was taken to degrade them as brutes. 
I " me unions, furtive, or favored by cupidity, 
formed amongst them, the wife and children 
belonged to the master. They were sold sepa¬ 
rately, without any regard to the ties of nature ; 
all the attachments with whioh God has formed 
the chain of human sympatMes were rent asunder 
without commiseration.” 

What was the House, by the proposal of these 
resolutions, asked to do? To congratulate France 
on the attempt to form a republican Government. 
Now, when the charter of their new Government 
was stuck on the point of a bayonet, and handed 
about for adoption, M. de Lamartine said : 

“ I propose to form a Government, not defini¬ 
tive, but provisional—a Government oharged, first 
of all, with the task of stanohing the blood which 
flows, of putting a stop to civil war—a Govern¬ 
ment which we appoint without putting aside any 
portion of our resentments and of our indignation ■ 
and in the next place, a Government on which wc 
shall impose the duty of convoking and consulting 
the People in its totality—all that possess the 
title of man, the rights of a citizen.” 

When such was the declaration of the great 
popular leader, and we congratulated the People 
of France on the adoption of such a Government, 
and while the President in his message called that 
Government a Republic, why should not Congress 
say, with Lamartine, that everything which pos¬ 
sessed the form of humanity ought to be a oitizen ? 
The decrees of the Provisional Government had 
been sent to the Government of the Unitod States, 
and the President had transmitted them to Con¬ 
gress. Among them was one which gave instant 
freedom to three hundred thousand down-trodden 
human beings in the French colonies. Why, id 
congratulating France on what she hod achieved, 
must we stint our praise so as to withhold all 
commendation on this reform also? Why, at suoh 
a moment, when the glad tones of liberty to three 
hundred thousand fcllow-oreatures are sounding 
to the islands of the Caribbean sea, may not one 
voioe in this hall, dedicated to Liberty itself, swell 
the shout that goes up to Heaven in thankfulness 
and rejoicing? 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayly] had 
denounced Mr. A. for having proposed an amend¬ 
ment which contained a declaration of a principle 
which he considered as amounting to a libel on 
half the States of this Union; and Mr. A. per¬ 
ceived, in the next morning’s Union, that the 
Government editor joined in the gentleman’s de¬ 
nunciations, and blow his penny whistle in chorus. 
Yes, the editor of the organ expressed his “dis¬ 
gust” at what Mr. A. had done in offering his 
amendment to the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio. Mr. A. had no doubt that editor felt 
great disgust and dissatisfaction at it; he should 
have expected it from him. But the abuse of the 
organ and the denunciations of the gentleman 
from Virginia, better suited in their manner and 
tone to his plantation than to this hall of equals, 
wero in excellent accordance with the spirit which 
had been manifested in the Senate chamber of 
Virginia, when that body refused to join in reso¬ 
lutions of regret on the death of Mr. Adams, be¬ 
cause he had ever been the champion of Freedom 
on the floor of this House. The two proceedings 
were in one and the same spirit. 

Mr. A. said that in what he had done he had 
not only manifested his own feelings and those of 
his constituents, but there was a gentleman high 
in the confidence of the present Administration, 
the exponent of its policy and principles at the 
Court of St. James, who was at this moment un¬ 
doubtedly fully sympathizing and fraternizing 
with Lamartine in all that had been done in 
France with reference to slavery. He was placed 
at the Court of the greatest Power of Europe with 
a full knowledge of his sentiments on this subject 
because he hod solemnly and publicly avowee 
them. In 1834, Mr. Bancroft, the present minis¬ 
ter to England and late Secretary of the Navy, 
was proposed as a candidate for Congress in the 
district which Mr. A. represents; and he put 
forth a printed address to the People, announcing 
the principles whioh would govern his action. 
Mr. A. would read a short extract from that ad¬ 
dress, to show what was then the Democratic 
doctrine, and that {he principle of the amendment 


of Mr. A. was frilly accorded in by the accredited 
plenipotentiary of Mr. Polk’s Administration: 

“ If further great reforms iu society are expect¬ 
ed, they must come from the People. Slaves are 
capital; the slaveholder is a capitalist. Free la¬ 
bor will be the first to demand the abolition of 
slavery; capital will be tho last to concede it. 
Wo would not interfere with the domestic regu¬ 
lations of New Orleans or of Algiers; but we may 
demand the instant abolition of the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, and should assist 
free labor to rocovor its rights iu tho capital of 
the country.” 

Hero was a declaration of principles that came 
fully up to any which Mr. A. hud avowed; and 
could it be doubted that this Democratic func¬ 
tionary wns even now shaking hands with Lamar¬ 
tine, and thanking him, in the name of free labor, 
in the name of Liberty and Democracy, for this 
pledge to abolish slavery in the colonies? 

Here was an exposition of the Democratic faith, 
made by a most unquestionable Domoorat, who 
now represented this count* at the Court of 
London. And while it was proposed to congrat¬ 
ulate France on having overturned her monarchi¬ 
cal Government, Mr. A. claimed the right, which 
our minister is probably exercising, to congratu¬ 
late her on having emancipated her slaves. 

The gentleman from Virginia thought that Mr. 
A.’s amendment implied an insult on all the re¬ 
publican States of the South. Mr. A. said that, 
by the Declaration of Independence, freedom was 
declared an inalienable right of man, and this 
was held to he an insult to the Southern States. 
Iu 1776, all the enlightened and patriotic repre¬ 
sentation from Virginia united in publishing to 
the world, as their belief and principle of action, 
that “all men were created equal, and possessed 
of certain inalienable rights, among which were 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

******** 

Was it an insult to the slaveholding States to 
adopt the Declaration of Independence? to pass 
the Ordinance of 1787? to pass the resolution 
admitting Louisiana into the Union ? or that ad¬ 
mitting Missouri? or that admitting Texas? Yet 
in all these cases there were restrictions on the 
existence of slavery within certain limits. Or 
was it an insult when the last House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, which the gentleman would claim ns a 
Democratic Congress, inserted a clause into the 
Constitution of Oregon, forever prohibiting sla¬ 
very in that Territory, or to insert a similar re¬ 
striction in Mexioo in the three million hill ? All 
these successive acts of the Representatives ol 
the American People were equally liable to the 
charge of insulting tho slaveholding States with 
Mr. A.’s amendment. Would the gentleman esteem 
it an insult and a libel, it'after wc should have ac¬ 
quired new territory sufficient to form some half 
dozen new States of this Union, CongresB should 
put a similar restriction into their Constitutions ? 
The gentleman and his friends had forced the 
House and the country into a war whioh seemed 
likely to end in the acquisition of suoh territory, 
and they would then call upon Congress to make 
laws for it. And when that came, he was much 
mistaken if they would not find that the people 
of the North would take their stand to a man on 
that point. They had resisted the war, but the 
war had been forced upon them; and when it 
should bo attempted to force them to allow the 
existence of slavory in the new territory, and thus 
prepare a new accession of slaveholding States, 
and slaveholding power and predominance, ii 
would be resisted, and they would do all which 
constitutionally they could do to prevent the ex¬ 
tension of the institution of slavery in this Union. 
Mr. A. had nothing to do with it as it already 
existed in tho Southern States. For himself, 
though he did not pretend to say preoisely when, 
he had not a doubt that slavery would ultimately 
be abolished in all those States. That, however 
should bo done by no unconstitutional aot of his. 
He had a right to speak, and to speak freely, his 
sentiments of the institution, and this ho should 
J 7 at all proper times. 

But gentlemen might assure themselves that 
the peoplo of the North would resist the oxten- 
' n of slavery as an element of politioal power 

the Union. As a domestic institution, existing 
within a State, they never would touch it. Lei 
the South take it, and enjoy it, if enjoyment it 
were; let them suffer under it, (as ho believed 
they did;) with all that the North had nothing 
to do. But when it should be attempted to bring 
into the Federal Legislature new Senators and 
new Representatives on the basis of slave proper¬ 
ty, they should most assuredly resist it. It 
changed the whole Government; it made a new 
Constitution, a new Union. Against such an at¬ 
tempt, though at the risk of the high displeasure 
of the gentleman from Virginia, and at the risk 
of being called insulting and libellous, they should 
certainly take their stand. 

******** 

Mr. Bayly next obtained the floor. When he 
spoke, one week ago, upon this question, (he pro¬ 
ceeded to remark,) he spoke without one— 

Mr. Asumun interposed, and desired the gen¬ 
tleman to give way for a moment, while he added 
a few observations on a topic whioh had osoaped 
him. 

The Si'eaker, (addressing Mr. Bayly.) Does 
the gentleman give way? 

Mr. Bayly. With pleasure. 

Mr. Ashmun said he wished to add a few words 
in relation to the remarks which the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayly] had made on the sub¬ 
jeot of the emancipation of the slaves during the 
old French Revolution. The gentleman had 
charged that the emancipation by the French 
Government of the slaves in the islands of the 
Caribbean Sea had produced the terrific result! 
of slaughter and rapine and crime, whioh, we al 
knew, had marked that time. Notwithstanding 
the gentleman had told the House he spoko from 
tho book, and made no assertions without know¬ 
ing on what they were founded, yet in this re¬ 
spect ho was false in history. Every reader of 
the history of the times knew that those revolts 
were the result, not of emancipation by the 
French Government, but of other causes. The 
Tho only emancipation prior to 1793 by the 
Frenoh Government of the slaves in those islands 
was what was contained in tho declaration of the 
National Assembly of the 20th of August, 1789. 
At that time the National Assembly declared, in 
the words of our own Declaration of Independ¬ 
ence, that “ all men are born, and are to continue, 
Iree and equal as to their rights.” Prior to any 
of these insurrections in the West India islands, 
no other emancipation of any kind than what 
was contained in that declaration was evor en¬ 
acted or decreed by the National Assembly. 
That declaration attracted the attention of the 
population of those islands, in all its extent, 
and the principles of it induced tho mulatto raoo, 
which was a distinot race from either the whites 
or the negro slaves, to attempt to achieve their 
own natural and political rights. There were at 
that time three distinot races in the West India 
islands: in the first place, the white planters, 
who were the owners of slaves ; then tho mulat- 
toes, who were also men of large property, soi 
of them men of education, and the owners 
slaves; and, lastly, tho African negro slave caste. 
The first disturbances grew out of the attempt 
of the mulattoes to vindicate for themselves the 
principles contained in the declaration of the 20th 
of August, 1783. The failure of the National 
Assembly of France to carry out in practice the 
prinoiple which they had thus deolared, was the 
primary cause of the insurrection that ensued, 
it was that that led to open war, bitter feuds be¬ 
tween the white planters and the mulattoes; and 
it was not until they had been continued for some 
time that the slaves, partaking of the general fer¬ 
ment, attempted insurrection for the purpose of 
achieving their own freedom. Then it was 
the terrible scenes whioh had been described 
enacted. But the act of the French Govern¬ 
ment which emancipated slavery did not take 
place until long after. 

Mr. Bayly, (in his seat.) I know it did 

Mr. Asniuira. Therefore, when the gentleman 
from Virginia asserted that these scenes of car¬ 
nage, bloodshed, and pillage, were the result of 
an act of emancipation such as had now been 
proposed, he spoke without tho book, and with¬ 
out any authority of history. 

Mr. Bayly resumed the floor, and proceeded 
with his remarks. He said he was about to re¬ 
mark, when he had yielded the floor to the gentle¬ 
man from Massachusetts, that when he had spo¬ 
ken a week ago on this subjeot, he had spoken 
without one moment of preparation, and under 
the feeling very manifest in the House at the 
time, which he did not attempt to suppress. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts, subsequently on 
the same day, had obtained the floor, and declined 
then, under circumstances similar to those under 
which he had spoken, to reply. He had taken a 
week to fortify himself, and all he (Mr. B) asked 
was now, not a week of preparation to rejoin to 
him, but the attention of this committee. 


contained a virtual congratulation at this aboli- 
ion movement in France, and had said that 
but for the position” (emphasizing the word) of 
the gentleman, he would have been more explicit 
in its utterance. What did the gentleman mean 
by this—that but for his position ? Had it come to 
this? Had a leader of the Whig party in this 
House been brought to admit that the position of 
a Democratic member on this side of the House 
was a restraint upon him in throwing an apple of 
discord here which did not prevail on that side of 
the House ? They all knew—scarcely any man 
was so inattentive to what was going on here from 
day to day, but knew that suoh wns the fact; but 
he had thought that the calculating prudence of 
the gentleman from MassaohuBotts would proba¬ 
bly have restrained him from the open, undis¬ 
guised avowal of it on this floor. 

The gentleman had referred to tho remarks of 
the Frenoh Minister; had quoted from his book 
what he had said on the subjeot of slavery in the 
West India islands. Now, he (Mr. B.) begged 
leave to say to ihe House, that he attached pre¬ 
cisely the same importance to Lamartine’s de¬ 
scription of slavery in tho West Indies that he 
did to the oonstant descriptions of slavery in the 
Southern States by the gentleman and his asso¬ 
ciates on this floor. He had never lived in those 
colonies; he knew nothing of their condition; he 
precisely as ignorant of it as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts and those who operated with 
him wore of the condition of slavery in ihe 
Southern States; and his presumptions would 
never supply the place of knowledge. He at¬ 
tached precisely the same importance to the opin¬ 
ions of Lamartine upon a subjeot which he did 
not understand, that he did to the opinions so 
often expressed here by a class precisely in the 
samo category. 

But the gentleman had not been contcht with 
a legitimate reply to his argument, suoh as it 
was—wholly unpremeditated; but bad seen fit to 
oome into this hall, in a manner which every 
gentleman here must feel to have been offensive, 
to drag before the nation and to denounce tho 
conduct of the Senate of Virginia for refusing to 
pass certain resolutions in reference to the death 
of Mr. Adams. It was not for him to defend that 
body, composed as it was of patriots and states¬ 
men. They were able to defend themselves, and 
they had defended themselves. But why was it 
that the Sonate of Virginia had not passed those 
resolutions ! They were willing to pass suoh 
resolutions as wero becoming the occasion. They 
offered to pass resolutions of regret ut the death 
of the man ; but they were unwilling to stamp 
hypocrisy upon themselves, and to pass general 
resolutions of approbation of the conduct of a 
gentleman whose oonduot, it was well known, had 
ver met the approbation of Virginia. He spoke 
his political course. Of his private character 
a man, of his ability as a statesman, no inun in 
Virginia bad ever undertaken to speak in terms 
of disparagement. But they were not willing to 
pass resolutions of approbation of bis political 
oonduot; and the friends of Mr. Adams were tho 
sole authors of the rejection of thoso resolutions, 
by the attempt to avail themselves of the reluc¬ 
tance which men ever have to refuse to say any¬ 
thing laudatory of the dead, and to seize upon a 
solemn occasion of that sort to effect a party pur¬ 
pose, and make tho poople of Virginia, on such an 
occasion, pass a vote of condemnation upon their 
whole course. The Senate of Virginia had firm¬ 
ness enough, had reBpect for itself enough, not to 
unite in any such unhallowed movement. Proper 
resolutions could have been passed, aud would 
have passed unanimously; but the friends of Mr. 
AdaniB insisted on that being dono which the 
Senate of Virginia, with proper respeot for itself, 
could not possibly do. 

The gentleman said, when ho (Mr. B.) pro¬ 
nounced his amendment a libel on one-half of the 
States of this Union, he was virtually Saying that, 
the Declaration of Independence was equally a 
libel. What was the resolution of the gentleman, 
as modified by his friend from Ohio [Mr.Schenck ; j 
It was a declaration that slavery, domestic slavery, 

He said that that declaration was a libel on one- 
half of the States of this Union, because it affirm¬ 
ed that those States were living in the habitual 
violation of a cardinal republican principle ; and 
he maintained it still. But had the gentleman's 
resolution any analogy to the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence? Did the Declaration of Indepen¬ 
dence speak of anything else than politioal rights? 
When tho Declaration of Independence declared 
that all men are born equal, did it mean to assert 
the untruth that all men wero in fact born equal 
iu their moral and physical condition ? Did it 
mean to say that the idiot was bom equal in every 
respeot with the man of genius? in what, were 
they equal ? Equal in stature ? in intellect ? in 
any gift of God ? 

The Declaration of Independence never meant 
to assert any such absurdity as that. It meant to 
assert that qjen are equal in their native politioal 
rights. That was what it declared, and that was 
all it declared; and there was no ingenuity which 
could torture the Declaration of Iudependcnce 
into having the remotest allusion to the institu¬ 
tion of domestic slavory. The gentleman read a 
long list of bright names that^ represented Vir¬ 
ginia at that time in the old Continental Con¬ 
gress—the name of Lee, who introduced the reso¬ 
lution that “ these Colonies are and of right ought 
to be free and independent Statesof Benjamin 
Harrison, Carter Braxton, and other eminent 
men, who participated in that movement. Did ho 
not know that every one of these men at that time 
were large slaveholders—among the largest in 
that State—that every one of them continued to 
be slaveholders till the day of their death ? With 
what purpose, then, did he oome in here and as- 
that these men propounded any such declara- 
? I say (said Mr. B.) that the Declaration of 
Independence is a libel on my State! Sir, it is 
the handiwork of her noblest and most gifted sons. 
But it is as little like the resolution of the gen- 
theman from Massachusetts, either in its purpose 
or sentiment, as ho is like the eminent men who 
asserted and maintained it! And, in saying that, 
I do not know how I can draw a stronger contrast. 

In tho same spirit in which he had referred to 
the aotion of the Senate of Virginia, the gentle¬ 
man had undertaken to oome here and criticise 
her constitution; and to refer to the fact that suff¬ 
rage there was confined to the soil, and did not 
attach to the citizen. In this, he had shown pre¬ 
cisely the same sort of information in reference to 
her constitution that he had in his speeches here¬ 
tofore in referenoe to the institution of domestic 
slavery in Virginia. The constitution of Virginia 
made no such restriction. 

Mr. Ashmun interposed, and, the floor being 
yielded, inquired of tho gentleman, if the right of 
voting in several counties in Virginia was not in¬ 
cident to ownership of the soil ? 

Mr. Bayly replied in the negative. Not one- 
half of the voters in Virginia owned one foot of 
soil. 

Mr. Ashmun bad not said they did. But he 
asked again, whether owning territory in differ¬ 
ent counties did not give the ownerB the right to 
vote in each county where the real estate was 
situated ? 

Mr. Bayly replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Ashmun said that was his assertion. 

Mr. Baylt continued. The ownership of the 
soil (he said) gave one class of rights; but one- 
half of the voters of Virginia did not own one foot 
of land. The right of suffrage in Virginia was 
■; as extended as he would have it; it was not 
extended as he desired to see it; but it was 
almost as universal as it could be where there was 
any property restriction whatever. 

But to recur to the subjeot of the Declaration 
of Independence. The gentleman had said that 
every creature that had the form of a man was 
entitled to the right of citizenship. He asked the 
gentleman in what Stato of this Union did any 
such right obtain ? He asked him in what State 
of this Union, except perhaps his own, did free 
negroes epjoy any rights of citizenship ? Did they 
vote ? Dili they serve on juries? Had they the 
right, which was secured by the constitution to 
every citizen, of going to any State they please to 
reside in ? Did not the gentleman know that, 
although he talked bo much about negroes being 
deprived of their rights by the institution of sla¬ 
very, they were as much deprived of every polit¬ 
ical right in the other States as they were in Vir¬ 
ginia ? 

Mr. Ashmun was understood to say (Mr. B. 
yielding) that there were other States beside 
Massachusetts in which the black population 
were entitled to vote. This was the case, he be¬ 
lieved, in Democratic New Hampshire. 

Mr. Bayly. Do the negroes vote there ? 

Mr. Ashmijn. Ves ; and in New York. 

Mr. Bayi.y (continuing) undertook to say that 
neither in New York nor New Hampshire—and 
he did not speak from the book, nor did he pre- 
ie to be as well acquainted with their domes- 
institutions as their own Representatives 
were — but he undertook to say, that neither in 
New York nor New Hampshire did the negroes 
[concluded on fourth facie.] 
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WAGES— LABOR. 

Some time sinoe, “ Young America ,” the organ 
of tlie Land Reformers in New York, took occa¬ 
sion, in reply to Sh incidental remark in one of 
our editorials, to frame an argument in which 
the assumption was made, that the wages system 
was worse than Chattel Slavery. W e commented 
upon this in an article, of which the following is 
a paragraph: 

“We know that statistics have been occasion¬ 
ally collected, to show that the laborer in Great 
Britain isworse off,in relation to wages, food, and 
clothing, than in former limes. Those statistics 
have not satisfied our mind, especially when we 
have adverted to other statistics, demonstrating 
that tho mortality of all olasses has greatly dimin¬ 
ished, and the average longevity of the people 
greatly increased, during the last fifty years, in 
Great Britain. And we must shut our eyes to 
all tho authentic reports of tho press of that 
country, if we choose to deny that there has been 
a decided improvement in the intellectual condi¬ 
tion of the working classes. As for tho 1 down- 
ward progress’ of 4 Wages Slaves’ here, we must 
have something beside the mere assumption ol 
Young America, something more than the imperfect 
roports of tho occasional condition of the work¬ 
ing olasses in two or three of our large cities, pe¬ 
culiarly exposed to transient accumulations ol 
foreign immigrants, before we can admit it, as a 
general fact. In Massachusetts, it is stated, the 
wages of farm laborers are higher by 20 or SO per 
ceut. that they wore twenty years ago ; and we 
know that iu the great West, the hand of the in¬ 
dustrious cannot fail.” 

The Yoke of Irulustry, a journal of much ex¬ 
cellence, republished this paragraph, with an ex¬ 
pression of surprise that we should have spoken 
of tho occasional publication of the statistics re¬ 
ferred to, when, as it asserts, they are “ thick os 
leaves that strew the brooks in Yallamhrosa.” It 
then proceeded to discredit all our statements 
concerning tho condition of tho laboring classes, 
boldly assuming that they are worso oil' now than 
they were several centuries ago. 

Tho Harbinger, of Now York, another paper 
whose ingenious speculations always command 
our respect, if not our assent, republished the same 
paragraph, with the comments of the Voice of In¬ 
dustry, adding several observations of its own, de¬ 
signed to show that our statements were ground¬ 
less. Both papers refer to faols presented iu a 
recent address by Robert Dale Owen, before the 
Young Men’s Merountilo Association of Cincin¬ 
nati, intended to prove that the condition of the 
British laborer in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries was better than it is now. 

It is not our purpose, at present, to embark iu 
the great question thus incidentally started. The 
History of Labor, we suppose, has yet to be writ¬ 
ten. We havo annals, chroniolcs, histories, ol 
political and military events; of those deeds ol 
warriorB, the intrigues of oourts, the rivalries oi 
Kings; of movements in the Church, and revolu¬ 
tions in the State; but a history of labor, of itB 
changing conditions, of the relations it has sus¬ 
tained, the wrongs it has endured, the claims it 
has successfully asserted, at successive epochs, 
has yet to be written. We would not throw a 
single obstacle in tho way of those who, deploring 
its degradation, are striving to attraot general 
attention to its olaims. Nor, when we venture 
the opinion that the condition of the laboring 
classes has been improved by civilization, do we 
intend to intimate that they are not now tho sub¬ 
jects of suffering and wrong, or that agencies not. 
provided by our prosent civilization may not be 
necessary to their complete elevation. 

Having Baid this much to satisfy our respected 
ootemporaries that we are not an enemy to the 
great work to which they aro consecrating thom- 
solvos with so much energy, we must still adhere 
to the cautiously worded statements in the para¬ 
graph to which they hare taken exception. 

Says tho Voice of Industry — 

“ • Occasionally collected ! ’ Whore iias the editor 
of tho Era been for the last twenty years ? lias 
he never heard of 1 Parliamentary Reports,’ ot 
4 Minutes of Evidence’ beforo Select Committees 
of the House of Commons, of ‘ Reports of the 
Anti-Corn-Law League,’ of 4 Inquiries into the 
Depreciation of Labor,’ of 4 Factory Commission¬ 
ers' Reports V Has ho uover heard of Baine, ot 
Wado, of Hallam, of McCullooli, of Colquhoun, 
of Chadwiolt, of Taylor, and Gaskell, that he 
speaks of statistics having been 4 occasionally col¬ 
lected,’ showing the reduction of wuges in Ureat 
Britain, when those statistics are 1 thick as leaves 
that strew the brooks in Vallambrosa V’ ” 

Having been a looker on for tho lost fifteen 
years, we are aware that innumerable documents 
have been published, to show the extreme dis¬ 
tress of tho laboring olasses; but, comparative 
statistics, or those exhibiting the condition ol 
labor now as compared with it iu former times— 
two, three, five centuries ago, are rare. They 
have been published only occasionally; and for 
tho reason that acourate and full statistics ot 
the state of tho laboring olasses, their wages, and 
the prices paid for provisions, at the periods de¬ 
signated, cannot be obtained. So obscure, so un¬ 
satisfactory, is all our information on tho subjeot, 
that there is no ground for broad, dogmatic as¬ 
sertion on one side or the other. Sir Frederick 
Eden, in his “State of tho Poor,” says: 

“ The accounts, for instance, of the prices ol 
grain, are in general only those which, from the 
particular circumstances of tho time, attracted 
the attention of the annalist; they are usually 
the prices in dearths and luminea, or in years ol 
extraordinary cheapness; and are, therefore, no 
very acourate criterion of the mean or ordinary 
prioe. It is often impossible to ascertain the ca¬ 
pacity of the measures that were used, or to point 
out tho places where the prices were token, la 
the distracted state of the oountry from the 
twelfth to the fifteenth century, the intercourse 
between the different parts of the island was in¬ 
terrupted; the want of good roads, an injudicious 
system of agriculture, and the desolating incur¬ 
sions of rival barons, often prevented one part ol 
the kingdom, where the crop was scanty, from 
being supplied with tho superabundant produce 
of another. It is further to be remarked, that in 
stating both the prices of labor and commodities, 
authors havo often been misled by the composition 
price agreed upon botween the landlord and tcu- 
ant, perhaps according to some ancient valuation. 
In some instances it is difficult to distinguish 
whothor the rent of land, as stated in ancient rec¬ 
ords, is the whole benefit the landlord received, 
or whether the personal services of the tenant 
did not constitute by far the most valuable part; 
in others, whether the price of grain is the prioe 
for whioh it is sold in the market, or the quota 
which in anoieut times tenants paid to their land¬ 
lords in lieu of a rent in kind, and which was al¬ 
ways believed muoh below the market price.” 

The price of flour varies in this oountry several 
dollars a barrel, from year to year. Any general 
deduction from its alleged prioe, must bo drawn 
in view of the average for a series of years— 
and then, various oiroumstanoeB, such os po¬ 
litical movements, seasons of scarcity, extraor¬ 
dinary demand, &o., must be taken into the ac¬ 
count. Hence the necessity, not only of fttll sta¬ 
tistics, but acourate knowledge in many other re¬ 
spects. So of price in regard to locality. 'Wheat 
will be one-third higher in Washington than in 
Cincinnati. Now, suppose some three or four cen¬ 
turies henoe, a philosopher should get hold of a 
prioe current for Washington in the nineteenth 
century, every dooument relating to other sections 
having been destroyed, from whioh the pricos 
elsewhere could be estimated, how fanciful would 
be all his reasonings on such a basis, as to the 
general state of prices in the country I Al¬ 
though England is not muoh larger than one of 
our States, the communication between its differ¬ 
ent sections in the period referred to, was not so 
easy or prompt as it is between Boston and St. 
Louis. How, then, can we place dependence upon 
reports of prices in that country in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth eenturies, when no accurate statis¬ 
tics were ever collected, when the average of 
prioes for a series of years was never given, when 
the particular Beason, and locality, were never 
mentioned, and when the circumstances whioh 
might enablo us to understand whether the price 
stated was the rule or the exception, were never 
reported? 

Similar remarks may be made in regard to 
wageB. The laborer in Now England receives 
twice as much as in the Carolinas. When the 
Statement is made that the laborer waB paid so 


many peuoe per day in the fourteenth century, it 
is not stated where, in what section of England, 
this was paid, or whether wages varied in differ¬ 
ent districts. Everything conneoted with the 
question is uncertain. 

Overlooking all these sources of fallacy, we 
oan hardly avoid falling into error, in our specu¬ 
lations on this subject. Mr. Owen, in the ad¬ 
dress alluded to, is, we think, on example injioint 
To make good his position that the condition of 
the British laborer in the 14th and 15th centuries 
was “ far better than it is to-day,” he refers to 
the act of Edward 111, (1350,) commonly called 
14 Statute of Laborers,” and the act of the 23d of 
Henry VI, (1444,) both regulating the rates of 
wagos; and then, quoting the prioes of various 
provisions, reported somewhat at random, and 
by piecemeal, as wc think, concludes ihat “one 
month’s labor now supplies only the some qnan- 
tity of broad to the British laborer as a week’s 
labor did five hundred years ago.” This result 
is so totully at variunce with all the impressions 
wo gather from reading history, that it is rather 
remarkable Mr. Owen did not suspect some de- 
feot in his premises. It so happens that neither 
of these acts is to bo relied upon as indicating the 
average rate of wagos during those centuries, as 
dependent upon ordinary causes. In the year 
1310, a terrible famine and pestilence commenced 
in England, and the ravages of the latter con¬ 
tinued for three years. In 1349, a pestilence 
from Asia fell up^j tho whole country, and, it is 
stated in Wade’s Annuls, carried off half the 
population. The immediate effect was a great re¬ 
duction in the price of provisions, from diminished 
consumption, followed by a great rise in wages, 
owing to the extinction of a large portion of the 
laboring population. To meet this extraordinary 
condition of things, the Statute of Laborers, of 
1349, was passed; “ which proceeds,” (says the 
author of the chapters on the condition of the 
people, in the lateBt, most complete history ot 
England,) “ on the averment that becanse a great 
part of the people, and especially of workmen and 
servunts, had lately died of the pestilence, many 
seeing the necessity of maBters, and great scarcity 
of servants, will not servo unless they may re¬ 
ceive excessive wages,” &c. The candid reader 
secs at once that no just conclusion can be reached 
by comparing the wuges of this period with wages 
as existing in that extraordinary state of things, 
one-half of the inhabitants, the greater propor¬ 
tion laborers and servants, haviDg just been swept 
off by the pestilence. 

So much for tho aot of Edward 111. The act 
of Henry VI, (1444,) was also passed to meet a 
peculiar state of things. The laboring popula¬ 
tion of England were generally emancipated dur¬ 
ing the fourteenth century, and at its close, almost 
every form of personal slavery had become ex¬ 
tinct. Now, from our own observation, and from 
a recent report of the Commissioner of Patents, 
tve know that slavery reduces the wages of free¬ 
men, in some sections one-half, in others one- 
third. Its abolition at the close of the fourteenth 
oentury was naturally followed by a rise of wages 
in the fifteenth. 

But tho ohief cause of tho high rates of wages 
was, the enormous waste of life occasioned by the 
French wars of Henry V, the exhausting draughts 
of men made upon England to maintain his bar¬ 
ren conquests, and the devastating wars of the 
Roses. Owing to these causes, the fifteenth cen¬ 
tury was marked by depopulation. The same 
author whom wc have already quoted, after ad¬ 
ducing several proofs of this, refers as follows to 
the very act of Henry VI, mentioned by Mr. 
Owen: 

“But perhaps a stronger proof of the decrease 
of tho population is afforded by the successive 
efforts that continued to be made to regulate, in 
other words to reduoe, by legislative enactments, 
the market prioe of labor, and by the rise of that 
prioe, notwithstanding such attempts to keep it 
down. The old statutes regulating wages were 
re-enacted, with Dome ameudmonts, la 1427 and 
1429 ; (by tho 6th Henry VI, c. 3, and the 8th 
Henry VI, 0.8;) and in 1444 the wages of all 
the common descriptions of laborers were ex¬ 
pressly fixed by statute, in the same manner as 
those of servants in husbandry had been fifty-six 
years before.” 

The general advance in tho wages of laborers 
in husbandry, from 1388 to 1444, was from fifty 
to one hundred per cent. The feudal system and 
personal servitude existed iu the fourteenth oen¬ 
tury, though declining. The competitive system 
had the whole field in the fifteenth. And yet 
wages rose from fifty to one hundred per cent. 
Wo might quote this foot as an argument against 
the position of the Harbinger , in relation to the 
better condition of the laborer under the feudal 
system; but it would be no more fair to do this, 
than it is for Mr. Owen to use the fuct of high 
wages in the fifteenth century, to show the infe¬ 
rior condition of the laborer in the nineteenth. 
We should be drawing a general deduction, as he 
does, from an exceptional state of things. It must 
not be forgotten, that the two acts we have thus 
explained constitute the foundation of Mr. 
Owen’s argument. 

We hove said enough to show why the “sta¬ 
tistics whioh have been occasionally collected,” 
to prove that the laborer in Gn at Britain is worse 
off in relation to wages, food, and clothing, than 
in former times, do not satisfy our mind. 

Next week we intend to refer to statistics, 
proving that the mortality of all classes has 
greatly diminished, the average longevity greatly 
increased, and the intellectual condition of the 
worldng classes improved. The Voice of Industry 
and the Harbinger will perceive that our design is, 
not to engage in the general discussion of the 
great questions they aro laboring to elucidate, but 
simply to show reasons in support of the few 
statements we made incidentally, and which they 
have questioned. 

THE BALTIMORE CONVENTION. 

As the time for the selection of a Democratic 
candidate for the Presidency approaches, the anx¬ 
iety ot those interested increases. “Will the 
two-thirds rule be adopted by the Convention ?” 
is a question often asked. This device was re¬ 
sorted to in 1844, for the purpose of defeating 
Martin Van Buren. A majority of the delegates 
were instructed to vote for him, but enough ot 
theaa were secretly disaffected, to carry the two- 
thirds rule, and thus effectually prevent the 
nomination of any of the old candidates. 

Its operation, if adopted by the Convention in 
May next, will bo a death blow to the prospects 
of Messrs. Cass and Buchanan; and it is therefore 
understood that the friends of these gentlemen, 
who constitute a majority, will resist its adoption, 
so as to keep the game in their own hands; and 
that, ultimately, the Buchanan interest will be 
thrown into the scale pf General Cass. 

As to the delegates of the radical Democracy ol 
New York, the worst that could possibly happen 
for the cause of Free Territory, so far as they are 
concerned, would be their admission by the Con¬ 
vention. Beyond all doubt, they and their friends 
though them, would be neutralized by some 
wretohed compromise. Should they be rejeoted, 
there urc rumors that they would not hesitate to 
oonoentrato upon General Taylor, from a feeling 
of resentment, and on the ground that it would 
be less disgraociul and injurious for an outright, 
plain-spoken slaveholder to triumph, rather than 
a miserable, truckling servile. They might suc- 
oeed; and the servile candidate might receive a 
wholesome lesson ; but, what good would this do 
•the cause of the radioal Democracy ? What would 
have become of its principles, its consistency, its 
great polioy — Free Territory ? And if they 
should fail, tho mortification and mischief of de¬ 
feat conld not be alleviated by the consciousness 
that they had fallen in defeuoe of their principles. 
“ Honesty is the best polioy.” They may as well 
calculate with certainty upon being rejected by the 
Baltimore Convention, and lay their plans in time 
for a general, united effort of the friends of free 
labor and free soil, of all parties, in all the States, 
with an independent candidate, fully representing 
their principles. Are they not prepared for this '! 


THE DEBATE IN THE HOUSE ON THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION AND SLAVERY. 

We have given on the outside of the Era co¬ 
pious extracts from the reports of debates which 
took place on the 10th and nth instant, on the 
French Revolution and Slavery, to the Intelli¬ 
gencer we are indebt ed for a large portion of these 
debates. The Bpeech of Dr. Palfrey has been 
corrected by himself for our columns. 

A long, discursive, but highly interesting dis¬ 
cussion followed the delivery of hU remarks. 

Mr. Bayly was the ohief advocate of the Pro- 
Slavery side of the question. He should not, he 
said, reply to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Dr. Palfrey) with any asperity. 
There was so muoh of the man, of the gentleman, 
so muoh propriety of conduct and maimer about 
him, that, muoh as he abhorred his principles, he 
should not attempt in replying to give any ex¬ 
pression to his feelings. 

He proceeded to say, that in his remarks con¬ 
cerning the treatment of the free negroes, he had 
excepted Massachusetts. One statement of Mr. 
Ashmun he had forgotten to notice—it was, that 
Massachusetts was willing to abide by the Com¬ 
promises of the Constitution. Mr. B. referred to 
her legislation in regard to fugitive slaves, to 
prove that she was not. He quoted the olnuse of 
the Constitution in relation to fugitives, and 
said that Congress, in 1793, had passed a law to 
carry this provision into effect, and that law made 
it the duty of tho State magistrates to assist in 
the surrender of suoh fugitive. Mr. Ashmun 
asked for the law. Mr. B. said he would show it 
to him, if he would hand him a volume of the 
laws of tho United States. He added that the 
decision of the Supreme Court in the Prigg ease, 
affirmed the constitutionality of the law, and yet 
Massachusetts had set this at nought by a law of 
her own. 

Here Mr. B. courteously yielded to a request 
of Mr. Giddings, to make an explanation. He 
understood the gentleman from Virginia to say, 
that the law of 1793 made it the duty of State 
officers to arrest fugitive slaves. He wished to 
know in what part of the law such a provision ex¬ 
isted. Mr. B. replied that it was of course im¬ 
possible now for him to stop and examine all the 
details of the law. Mr. McLane, of Maryland, 
explained, that the Supreme Court had decided, 
that the clause in the Constitution executed it¬ 
self, so far as the slave could be peaceably arrest¬ 
ed, but that a law was necessary to make the rem¬ 
edy more effectual—that Congress was bound to 
onaot the law. and its power in this respect was 
exclusive; and that no State could interfere to 
restrain or hinder the exercise of such a claim. 
The State magistrates might act, if they pleased, 
and if the State interfered to prevent them, its 
action was unconstitutional. 

Mr. Giddings said that, in the Federal Con¬ 
vention, a member from South Carolina offered as 
an amendment to the reported draught of the 
Constitution, a clause declaring that the free 
States should arrest a fugitive slave coming with¬ 
in their limits, in the same manner as they would 
a fugitive from justice; the distinguished Judge 
Wilson, objected, because the amendment, if 
adopted, would involve the People of the free 
States in the expense of the arrest of slaves. He 
was supported by a member from Connecticut, 
aud the result was, the amendment was rejeoted 
without a division. The intention Of tho framers 
of the Constitution, as disclosed by this act, had 
been carried out by the Supreme Court. The 
doctrine held by that tribunal was, that the Peo¬ 
ple of the free States could not legislate either to 
aid the arrest of a slave or to hinder his arrest. 
The soil of the free States was a common race 
ground for the slave and his master. The law 
of 1793 did not make it the duty of the free 
States to aid the master in arresting his slave. 
There was no legal process by which to arrest 
them. When the master had seized him, then 
the law made it the duty of the Stale magistrate 

to gWe Him a norti&anto of tho foot; ftnti lliU part 

of the law the Court pronounced unconstitutional. 

Mr. Vinton remarked that, so far as he under¬ 
stood the decision, it made no distinction between 
slaveholding and non-slaveholding States. No 
State could arrest a fugitive under the law of the 
United States, whether it was a free or a slave 
State. 

Mr. Bayly resumed, and stated that on exami¬ 
nation he found that the law was what he had 
said it was—it made it the duty of State magis¬ 
trates to assist in the removal by the master or 
agent of Mb slave. He read the law, and added 
that the Supreme Court had decided in the Prigg 
oase, that it was constitutional. 

Mr. Collamer. That part of it? 

Yes, replied Mr. Bayly— that part of it. I 
know perfectly well what the decision was. Three 
leading points were made in the case— 

1st. That the Constitution executed itself, and 
all legislation by Congress was unconstitutional. 

2d. That Congress had full legislative power, 
and was bound to exercise it, and that its power 
was exclusive. 

3d. That Congress had power to legislate, and 
the States also had power to legislate, not in con¬ 
tradiction to, but in aid of the claimant. 

Mr. Justice Baldwin held the first opinion; a 
majority of the Judges, the second; the Chief 
Justice, Mr. Justice Daniel, and Mr. Justice 
Thompson, tho third. He himself believed that 
this was the true opinion. But the law was de¬ 
clared to be constitutional, and, in the face of 
this, Massachusetts has undertaken to forbid not 
only her officers, but, if he was not mistaken, her 
citizens, to aid in any manner in the recapture of 
slaves. Now, how was this great constitutional 
right of the slaveholder to be exercised, without 
the aid of the State whither a fugitive had fled 1 
The Constitution contemplated most clearly, and 
the law of 1793 declared explicitly, in express 
terms, that the State and local authorities should 
exert their power in aid. 

But, he appealed to the gentleman—was not 
the right a remediless one in Massachusetts ? 
Could a slaveholder recover his slave ? Were he 
to go to that State with his servant, whose pres¬ 
ence wus necessary to him, would not the courts 
and citizens force that man or woman out of his 
possession ? 

Mr. Duer, of New York, inquired whether he 
meant that, if a slaveholder carried his slave into 
a free State, and the laws of that State made him 
free, it was unconstitutional? Mr. B. replied 
that it was unnecessary for the purpose of his ar¬ 
gument to take that position—he had not taken 
it, nor would he argue it. 

Mr. D. said, as long as he was on the floor, 
he would correct an error into whioh tho gen¬ 
tleman had fallen yesterday. There were no 
laws in New York prohibiting the immigration 
of free colored people into that State. Mr. B. said, 
Illinois had such laws; he believed Pennsylvania 
had; and he had been under the impression that 
such was the fact in New York. Did they not 
require some security from blacks entering New 
York ? “ None in the world,” was the reply of 
Mr. Duer. Mr. B. rejoined—whether or not it 
was the law of the statute book, it was certainly 
the law of public opinion. He referred to Ohio— 
a State with more Abolition Representatives than 
any other State on this floor. What had the Peo¬ 
ple done to the Randolph negroes? Did they 
not mob them, even after the lands upon which 
they were to settle were fairly purohased and 
paid for ? 

Here Mr. B. yielded the floor for a short time 
to Mr. Giddings, who explained that the State 
was not responsible for that foul aot. It was a 
mob, that had beset the negroes—his colleague 
(Mr. Sawyer) said he took the responsibility of 
it—Mr. G. was aware of that—but, the People 
of the State looked upon the aot with unuttera¬ 
ble abhorrence. 

Mr. Ficklin, of Illinois, wished to know wheth¬ 
er legislation to exclude the blacks was, in the 
judgment of the gentleman from Virginia, consti¬ 
tutional or not ? 

Mr. B. answered in tho affirmative, and said, 
his own impression was, if he lived in a free 


State, he would be in favor of excluding the free 

Mr. Ficklin remarked, that the legislation of 
Illinois for years past had been looking to this re¬ 
sult, and recently a clause had been adopted in 
the new Constitution, by a separate vote of the 
People of the State, by 10,000 majority, giving 
the Legislature power to 'prohibit all negro im¬ 
migration. 

Mr. B. proceeded to comment on the black laws 
of Ohio, and the general treatment of the colored 
people in thnt State. He bad been told that these 
people would not settle in the district the gentle¬ 
man represented—they were all hanging down 
about Chillicothe and that part of the country 
peopled by citizens from the slaveholding States. 
They liked the treatment they received from 
Kentuokians and Virginians, but the moment one 
of them was found in an Abolition district, he 
was oppressed in every form and cheated. His 
impression was, that there were seventeen or 
eighteen hundred free negroes in Ross county, 
which was peopled by Kentuckians and Vir¬ 
ginians. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Ashmun) had undertaken to assail the editor 
of the Union. Now, the House would boar wit¬ 
ness, that what he (Mr. B) had said was quite as 
offensive as what Mr. Ritchie had said; it there¬ 
fore would havo been as proper if tho gentleman 
from Massachusetts had vented his wrath on him 
who was privileged to reply, and not on a gentle¬ 
man who has no seat on this floor and enjoys no 
such privilege. 

Mr. Ashmun. The gentloman from Virginia had 
indulged in a tone and apparent temper—he said 
apparent temper, for he might have mistaken the 
gentleman after all—a tone and apparent temper 
which was unfitted for this House. What brought 
this feeling into this House? Who commenced it ? 
Whence came personality into this debate ? Did 
not the gentleman from Virginia rise here in his 
place, and on a mere proposition of his (Mr. Ash¬ 
mun) pour on him a series of abusive epithetB 
and denunciations, which yesterday he (Mr. A.) 
characterized as more fitting a plantation than 
this hall ? And now the gentleman from Virginia 
rises, and with that audacity of manner which he 
could sometimes assume, stated that he (Mr. A.) 
had passed over him (Mr. B.) to attack his friend, 
Mr. Ritchie. Now, there was nothing in either 
the position or character of the gentleman from 
Virginia that placed that gentleman above him 
(Mr. A.) in this House. He was that gentleman’s 
equal, and no more; and on no occasion would he 
submit to such remarks as had fallen from that 
gentleman, which, to say the least, were very in¬ 
appropriate. He (Mr. A) had commented on both 
the remarks of tho gentleman from Virginia and 
the comments of the venerable editor of the Union, 
because both of them had indulged in remarks on 
him personally. He did it because both happened 
to represent the Bame State, and both seemed to 
be animated by the same spirit. He had done so 
because both seemed to be animated by the same 
spirit that actuated an accidental majority in the 
Senate of Virginia, who had refused to join their 
fellow-citizens in the adoption of resolutions ex¬ 
pressive of their feelings on the death of Mr. 
Adams. He bad spoken of this the other day, and 
yet the gentleman, as if he believed it, and as if 
he wished the House and the country to believe 
it, now charged that he (Mr. A.) had avoided him 
and attacked Mr. Richie, because he knew that 
Mr. Ritchie had not the right to reply. 

Mr. Bayly said if he had the opportunity, after 
the gentleman had done, he would make some re¬ 
marks on this subject; but he wished to say now, 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts was stat¬ 
ing his remarks incorrectly. He had not said 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
avoided him to attack Mr. Ritchie; but he said 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts might 
have confined his remarks to him, and not extend¬ 
ed them to a gentleman who had not the privi¬ 
lege of a reply. 

Mr. Ashmun said the gentleman front Virginia 
might now put his language in that form, and he 
would accept it in that shape; but the gentleman 
from Virginia would aot be safe in taking the tes¬ 
timony of those who surrounded him as to what 
he did say. He repeated, however, that he ac¬ 
cepted the gentlemans explanation. The gentle¬ 
man from Virginia said he had attacked Mr. 
Ritchie, who had not the privilege to reply. Why, 
Mr. Ritchie was here, he believed, at this moment, 
occupying a member’s seat, and he has a press at 
his command, which is more potent than any voice 
in this hall, and he exercises it whenever he sees 
fic-i (Mr. A.yjirl not choose to attempt to 

restrict him in the exercise of it, hut he claimed 
for himself the same right to speak for himself 
The editor of tho Union had denounced him in 
his paper, and through the same medium he could 
reply; he had not, therefore, attacked the editor 
of the Union, because he had no right or oppor¬ 
tunity to reply. 

Mr. Bayly denied that he had said the gentle¬ 
man from Massachusetts had attacked the editor 
of the Union because he had not an opportunity to 
reply. He had remarked that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had attacked the editor of 
the Union, who had not the privilege to reply on 
this floor, while he (Mr. B.) had; and that it 
would have been quite as proper if the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had confined his remarks to 
ljimself, who had spoken quite as pointedly of him 
as Mr. Ritchie had. 

Mr. Ashmun said it was not for the gentleman 
from Virginia to dictate to him how he should 
confine his remarks. When he saw characteristic 
remarks in the publio press—remarks similar to 
those delivered by the gentleman on this floor— 
he should exercise his own judgment as to the 
manner in which he should treat them. He had 
had no difficulty in discovering a similarity of 
feeling between the gentleman from Virginia and 
the editor of the’ Union, and he found no fault 
with the commendation which the gentleman from 
Virginia had bestowed on his venerable friend, 
the editor of the Union, who throws it back, 
through the columns of his newspaper, on the dis¬ 
tinguished orator of Virginia. If the gentleman 
and the editor of the Union found any comfort and 
consolation in this mutual admiration and com¬ 
mendation, he certainly should not attempt to 
disturb, in the slightest degree, the harmony 
which seemed just now to exist between them. 
How long it had existed, or what had been their 
former relations, others conld tell. 

Yesterday the gentleman from Virginia inform¬ 
ed the House that, unpremcditatedly, he had re¬ 
plied to the remarks which he (Mr. A.) made a 
week ago, after a week’s preparation. Now, the 
circumstances were known to the House, and 
therefore he need not say that he was desirous to 
proceed when he obtained the floor, after a length¬ 
ened debate, just at evening, but there wash man¬ 
ifest reluctance on the part of the House to con¬ 
tinue the debate at that time, and an adjournment 
took place. The gentleman from Virginia knew 
full well that up to yesterday there had been no 
opportunity to get the floor, though, as the news¬ 
papers had recorded, he had several days in suc¬ 
cession attempted to get the House to take the 
subject up. He knew full well, too, that, on the 
morning after the attack bad boeu made on him 
by the gentleman from Virginia, he had given him 
an intimation that he should move to take the 
subject up at the earliest moment; and yet the 
gentleman, with the same time for preparation, 
came here and told the House, with an evident 
feeling of superiority, in which ho was so much 
accustomed to be enrapt, that he was then and on 
all occasions ready to reply impromptu to that 
which he (Mr. A.) had had n week to prepare. 
And the gentleman from Virginia to-day had 
taken advantage of a renewal of this debate to 
renew his attack on him, (Mr. A.) which he some 
time since began; not content with bis exhibition 
of yesterday. After, he (Mr. A.) hoped, sleeping 
soundly upon it, encouraged perhaps by the eu¬ 
logy on his proceedings whioh appeared in the 
Government paper this morning, in which the 
Government editor announced to the whole De¬ 
mocracy that the gentleman from Virginia had 
“ used him up,” he came here again and exhibited 
so little magnanimity over a fallen foe. Again 
and again, like Falstaff, he gave the deadly thrusts 
at a prostrate foe, and “ thrice he threw the slain.” 
[Laughter.] Was that Virginia chivalry ? Was 
tho spirit which the gentleman from Virginia had 
exhibited throughout, the Virginia spirit of which 
he proclaimed himself to be the exponent? 

Mr. Ashmun proceeded to defend the action of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, but was inter¬ 
rupted by, Mr. Meade, of Virginia, who wished to 
call his attention to the fact, that the language of 
the clause in relation to fugitives from justice and 
that of the fugitive clause, alike indicated that 
the demand, in both cases, was to be made upon 
the authorities of the State. 

Mr. Giddings (Mr. A. still yielding) again 
called attention to the law of 1793, which he 
read. It contained no provision, he said, author¬ 
izing the people of the free States to arrest fugi¬ 
tives. In some States, the magistrates 'issued 
warrants for arrest, but they had no such power; 
and there was nothing in the law to authorize any 
executive officer of a State to serve such prooess. 
The whole arrest was a matter between the mas¬ 
ter and slave. [Mr. Bayly assented.] Well, then, 
he would tell the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Meade,] that the agent of the master might arrest 
a fugitive slave, but there was no obligation on 
the citizens of the State to assist him. [We copy 


the following from the report in the National In¬ 
telligencer ;] 

44 Whenever a slave was on the free soil of one 
of these States, he was a man, regenerated, re¬ 
deemed from his fetters—the laws of Virginia or 
any other slave State had ceased to control him. 
He was then only liable to the provision of the 
Constitution of the United States, and that au¬ 
thorizes the master to arrest him in a peaceable 
manner, the same as an officer would arrest a 
criminal or debtor. He would go further, for he 
was anxious that gentlemen from the South might, 
know how the ease stood. When a fugitive slave 
wus on the free soil of the State of Ohio, he-was 
clothed with power to defend himself. The State 
lent the master no aid to arrest him; it gave no 
aid to the fugitive to defend himself. He was 
left to his natural right to defend himself; and if 
he slew the master, in self-defenoe, he would pro¬ 
nounce him a good fellow. By the laws, he was 
treated as a gallant man, and there was no law in 
Ohio to punish him. Gentlemen had told them 
they had no right to interfere. They did not in¬ 
terfere. If a Southern slave should slay his mas¬ 
ter in Ohio, in self-defence, there was no law in 
that State by which to hang him.” 

Mr. Bayly replied to Mr. Ashmun, vindicating 
himself against his charge of discourtesy, &o. He 
appealed to the gentleman’s own colleague, who 
renewed the debate this morning, [Mr. Palfrey.] 
whether ho received at my hands anything like 
discourtesy. I appeal to this House to know if, 
on every ocoasiOD, when requested, I did not yield 
the floor to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
and every other gentleman who desired it. I ap¬ 
peal even to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gid¬ 
dings,] whose course is so constantly offensive to 
the South — who charges us with being men- 
thieves, and applies to us other abusive epithets 
whioh his imagination alone can conceive. 
Abusive as his conduct is to the South, I ask iff 
have not treated even him with courtesy, and yield¬ 
ed the floor to him for explanation when he de¬ 
sired it. if I have not, let him say so. Mr. B. 
called upon any member of the Committee to say 
that, either in the House or out of the House, he 
had treated him with other than courtesy. 

Mr. Giddings replied, that he thought his re¬ 
ntal ks made the other day very discourteous, but 
certainly his course towards him to-day had been 
very courteous. 

Mr. Bayly corrected several misrepresentations 
of his position. He held, not that State officers 
could be made to perform certain duties, by aot of 
Congress, but that Congress might impose oertain 
duties on them, as citizens of the United States Ho 
also held, that while a State might pass a law 
practically to aid the legislation of Congress, it 
could do nothing to oontraveno it. As to the vio¬ 
lation of the Constitution, charged upon Virginia 
and South Carolina, in imprisoning free colored 
people from other States, he denied the assump. 
tions of gentlemen. These people were not citi¬ 
zens within the meaning of the Constitution. 

Such is an abstraot of a very important debato; 
whioh, with the portion of which we have given 
on the outside copious extracts, occupied two 

STATISTICS. 

Valuation in Pennsylvania. — From the an¬ 
nual report of the Auditor General of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, for 1847, we learn that the valuation and 
taxation of that State aro as follows: Valuation, 
$465,789,952 ; of which the sum of $132,835,161 
is set down to Philadelphia county. State tax, 
$7,072,532.24; of which Philadelphia county is 
charged with $1,175,989. The tax outstanding, 
$316,86892. 

Texas Valuation, &c.—The following, from 
the Comptroller's books, in Texas, presents a 
view of the valuation of that State, for 1847, with 
the exception of three counties, whioh had not 
made any return: 

Valued at Tax on 

42,703,807 acres of lands - $29,680,394 $59,360.79 
21,594 town lots - 2,955,814 5,911.63 

33,003 negroes - - 10,726,221 21,452.44 

39,274 horses - - 1,622.526 3,245.05 

399,030 cattle - - 1,6251135 3,250.27 

Miscellaneous property . 1,612,215 3,224.43 


Total - - - ao,M2a,au o »o,*i*i*i.oi 

Total poll tax - - - 17,372.00 

Total amount of license tax - 10,511.61 

Total. 124,228.22 

The whole population of Texas is said to he 


Population of Gebmany.— Germany consists 
of thirty-four States or Kingdoms, each having a 
government of its own, aud fifteen Provinces 
which have been annexed to neighboring mon¬ 
archies, but still jgtain their nationality. The 
area of the whole is set down at 211,321 English 
miles; the aggregate population, at 33,000,000 ; 
or 182 to the square mile. 

Austria. —-Mr. Darby furnishes to the Intelli¬ 
gencer the following statement of the countries 
constituting that heterogeneous empire, (Austria,) 
as given in 1831: 

In Germanic Confederation. 

Governments. Extent in Population. 

sq. miles. 

Kingdom of Bohemia - - 15,243 4,001,852 

Duchy of Tyrol - - - 8,285 827,635 

Moravia and Upper Silesia - 7,731 2,110,141 

Duchy of Styria - 6,541 923,982 

Carinthia and Carniola - 5,936 743,217 

Austria, Upper and Lower, 
and Saltzburg - - - 11,350 2,190,634 

Total in German Confederacy 55,086 10,797,461 


Out of Germanic Confederation. 

Hungary and dependencies - 67,083 11,401,350 
Transylvania - - - 16,133 1,963,435 

Military Borders - - 11,464 1,101,281 

Kingdom of Venice, in Italy - 6,893 2,079,588 

Kingdom of Lombardy, do. - 6,321 2,495,929 

Trieste .... 1,611 307,779 

Dalmatia ... - 23,875 364,938 

Galicia and Lodomesia, Poland 25,273 4,076,339 


Total out of Germanio Confed. 158,643 23,790,639 
Total of the empire - - 213,729 34,588,100 

ExroRTS.—The following table shows the ex¬ 
ports of breadstuff's from the United States to 
Great Britain and Ireland, during the six months 
ending March, 1847, and tho same period ending 
March, 1848 : 


Flour, barrels - 
Meal, barrels - 
Wheat, bushels - 
Corn, bushels - 
The diminution 


1847. 1848. 

- 1,258,876 153,445 

- 248,851 76,104 

- 1,272,882 215,139 

- 6,931,640 1,337,204 

attributable to plentiful 


crops in Great Britain, to the large stock accu¬ 
mulated from last year’s exportation, and to the 
universal financial pressure in that country. 


Immigration.— According to a report from the 
State Department, communicated to the House ot 
Representatives, the immigrants who arrived in 
all the ports of the United States, during the 
year ending September 30, 1847,'were as follows: 

States. Males. Fern. Sex not TotaL 

Maine - - - - 3,436 3,370 — 5,806 

New Hampshire 4 3 — 7 

Massachusetts - 11,85S 8,373 517 20,848 
Rhode Island - 133 74 — 207 

Connecticut - - 43 31 — 74 

New York - 85,049 60,771 — 145,830 

Pennsylvania - 7,911 6,852 14 14,777 

Maryland - - 6,968 5,050 — 12,018 

Virginia - - - 422 274 178 874 

South Carolina - 119 45 — 164 

Georgia - - - 4 7 — 11 

Florida - - - 102 86 — 188 

Louisiana- - - 20,784 14.019 — 34,803 
Texas - - - 2,223 l',370 280 3,878 

139,166 99,325 939 239,480 
From this total, must be deducted the Ameri¬ 
cans returning from abroad, and foreign travellers 
I visiting the country; but to offset this, we must 
add the far greater number of persons, immigrat¬ 
ing into the States through the Canadas. 


Estimates op the Patent Office. —The esti¬ 
mates of the Commissioner of Patents of the pop¬ 
ulation and crops of the United States, for 1847, 
are as follows : 


Population 
Wheat, bushels 
Barley, bushels 
Oats, bushels - 
Rye, bushels - 
Buckwheat, bushels 


20,746,000 

113,245,000 

5,649,000 

167,867,000 

29,252,000 

11,673,500 


Potatoes, bushels - 
Indian oorn, bushels 
Hay, tons 

. Tobacco, pounds 
Cotton, pounds 
Rice, pounds, - 
Sugar, pounds 
Silk cocoons, pounds 


- 100,905,000 

- 539350,000 

- 13,319,900 

27,750 

- 220,164,000 

- 1,041,500,000 

- 103,040,500 

- 324,940,500 
404,000 


Tho following table shows the production, in 
bushels, of eaoh State, in the principal artioles o: 
consumption, and the population of eaoh State: 

States. PojmhMm Wheat. Corn. Potatoes. 

Maine . 500,000 890.000 2 890,000 7;SO0,OOO 

New Hampshire 300,000 610,1)00 3380,000 4.656 000 

Massachusetts - 860,000 2661)00 3,410,000 4,306,000 

- ’ ’ ■ 130,000 4,000 800,000 730,000 


New Yort 


North Carolii 
South Caroliu 
Georgia - 


District Cotut 


330.000 126,000 3,180,000 2,832,000 

• 302,000 G64UG0 2,100,000 7,036,000 

-2,780,000 14,500,000 16,000,000 24,(XJ0,0U0 

■ 116,000 .. ■ ,000,01)0 I,sr,0,011 

-2 136,000 14,160,000 20,200,000 7,600,000 

- 80,000 410,000 3.620,000 100,000 

- 406,000 4,060,000 8,300,1100 000,000 

• 1,270,000 12,000,1)00 36,600,001) 2,950,000 

i . 765,000 2,350,000 25,000,000 2,600,000 

■ ..... 

- 800,000 1,960,000 26,000,000 1,840,000 

- 690,000 1,21X1,000 26,000,000 2,160,000 

. .V.i.k.i 

■ 470,000 — 9,000,000 1,300,000 

. tI60,IXH) 8,750,000 74,000,000 2.7(H),000 

- 850,000 6,000,0110 62,000,000 1,810,OtlU 

-1,850,000 10,800,000 66,000,(XX) 4,644,000 

. 960,000 7,500,00U 38,000,000 2,360,000 

- 735,000 4,900,600 33,OU(I,OOU 2,100,000 

. 600,000 1,750,000 26.000,000 1 060,000 

. 152,000 200,000 7,000,000 52t,000 

. 370,000 8,10),000 6,500,000 4,980,000 

. 76,000 - lhOOhOO 360,000 

. - 215,000 1,200,000 1,000,000 4080,000 

. 130,000 1,1100,000 2,900,000 860,U00 

- 140,000 1,110,000 1,500,000 200,1X10 

.liia 46,000 16,000 45,000 20,000 

- 20,000 60,000 525,000 * 

20,746,000 114,245,500 639,330,000 100,986,000 


France. —Official returns disclose the following 
statistics of Ignorance and Education in Franoe : 


1st—Unable to read and to write - 16,855,000 

2d—Able to read, but not to write - 7,097,000 

3d—Reading and writing, but inoor- 

reotly. 0,968,000 

INSTRUCTION. 

4th—Reading and writing correctly 2,430,000 

5th—Having the elements of classical 

education. 730,000 

Oth—Having completed their classi¬ 
cal studies.315,000 


Total. 34,400,000 

Of these, however, the following calculation 


shows not one-half are entitled to vote at the 


coming election: 

The number of females iu France is 17,232,000 
Under 21 years of age - - - 8,287,000 

Of 21 years of ago or above - - 8,906,000 

The total of the male population is - 17,168,000 

Under 21 years of age - 8,252,000 

Of, or above, 21 years of age - - 8,916,000 


There ore, therefore, 8,916,000 voters, who are 
IhuB divided: 


1st—Tho working olasses and paupers 6,585,000 
2d—Manufacturing, trading, and agri¬ 
cultural capitalists ... 927,000 

3d—Learned professions, and inde¬ 
pendent incomes - - - - 425,000 

4th—Paid officials, army, nany, and 


Total - - - 8,916,000 

Of the 6,585,000 belonging to the first class, 
5,591,000 are in a state of ignorance, most of them 
unable to read or write; aud in the fourth class 
there is also n sad deficiency of knowledge ; as, out 
of 1,000 reoruits, 500 do not know their alphabet. 

it must not bo supposed, however, that a man 
is totally uneducated, because he oan neither read 
nor write. He may yet understand his own in¬ 
terest ; have a olear conception of his real wel¬ 
fare ; he trained by circumstances to habits of 
Belf-command; and be able to cast his vote intelli¬ 
gently. Admission to political rights would soon 
stimulate him to the acquisition of other know- 

T1IE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN FLORIDA. 


The Democratic party of Florida held a State 
Convention at Madison Court-house, on the 20th 
March, and passed, among other resolutions, the 
following: 

1. Resolved, That we firmly adhere to the prin- 
| oiples heretofore avowed by the Democratic party, 

and upon their basis will cordially unite in all 
proper means to secure harmony and concert of 
notion from ovary quarter of tfie Union in Unlit* 

1 support; but we also distinctly avow that there 
are constitutional rights and interests vital to the 
South, whioh we hold to be above all party tics 
and considerations. 

2. Resolved., That the institution of slavery ex¬ 
isted before the confederacy of the States, is rec¬ 
ognised by the Constitution of the United States, 
and is left under the control of the several States, 
each acting in its separate sovereign oapuoity. 

3. Resolved, That all territory now held by the 
United States, and all whioh may be acquired by- 
conquest, treaty, or purchase, must be hold us 
their joint property, and the sovereign authority 
must vest in the people of the several States, and 
in them alone. 

4. Resolved , That by the Constitution of tho 
United States, Congress is only empowered to 
enact laws needful for tho preservation- and dis¬ 
posal of such territory as public domain. 

5. Resolved, That Territorial Governments are 
not known to tho Constitution, are municipal or 
corporate, and can rightfully claim or exercise no 
politioal or higher power than is dorived from 
the organic law of Congress by whioh they arc 
formed. 

6. Resolved, That the Constitution confers no 
right upon Congress to prohibit the existence of 
slavery in any territory, and therefore Congress 
can convey no such right to tho inhabitants of 
such territory; and that any stipulation by trea¬ 
ty to that effect, is equally a violation of tho gua¬ 
ranties of the Constitution. 

7. Resolved , That our delegates to the Demo¬ 
cratic Convention, proposed to be held in Balti¬ 
more, on the fourth Monday in May next, to 
nominate candidates for the offices of President 
and Vice President of the United States, are 
hereby instructed to support no persons for these 
offices who will sanotion any attempt to interfere 
with or control the equal right of tho citizens of 
each and every State, with their slaves or any 
other property, to rernovo to and occupy territory 
which now belongs to the United States, or may 
hereafter be acquired by them, whether such in¬ 
terference or restrictions are imposed by Con¬ 
gress directly, through its own acts, or mediately, 
through powers conferred on or conceded to the 
inhabitants of such territory. 

MISSOURI WHIG CONVENTION. 

The State Whig Convention of Missouri, which 
recently assembled, nominated J. S. Rollins, of 
Boone county, for Govornor, and D. D. Mitcholl, 
of St. Louis, for Lieutenant Governor. The 
Convention resolved that General Taylor was the 
first choioe of the Whigs of Missouri for the 
Presidency, but that they would abide by tho 
decision of the National Convention. 


SIGNS. 

Havemeyor, who has just been elected mayor 
of New York, is one of the Wilmot Proviso dele¬ 
gates to the Democratic Convention at Baltimore 
to be held next month. 

We said, some time since,, that the old Demo¬ 
cratic party of New Hampshire oould not have 
carried that State against tho “ allies,” if it had 
not made concessions to the demands of Liberty— 
and wo referred to the faot that tho State Con¬ 
vention whioh nominated the candidate for Gov¬ 
ernor, lately elected, also passed a resolution in 
support of the Wilmot Proviso. We now copy 
the following article, which appeared in the Dem¬ 
ocratic Republican, of New Hampshire, (said to be 
.treading Democratic press.) just before the elec- 

“ We wish every freeman in New Hampshire, 
before ho doposites his vote in the ballot-box on j 
Tuesday next, to remember that, during the last 
Congress, a Democratic House of Rj e l t 
adopted by a sigiuil majority the Wilmot Proviso. 
That on the 28th nit., now that the House of 
Representatives is federal by a decisive majority, 
a resolution embracing the principles, and, we 
believe, in the precise wbrds, of the Wilmot Pro¬ 
viso, was laid on the table by a vote of 105 to 92. 
What answor do those consistent Federalists who 
have bellowed almost incessantly for tho few past 
months to convince tho People that the Demo¬ 
cratic party are opposed to the Proviso, say to 
this ? We want an answer. 

“ Every intelligent man, of whichever party or 
of whatever faction, knows full well that the Dem¬ 
ocratic party of this State are in favor of the Wilmot 
Proviso. It mas sanctioned unanimously by the last 
Democratic Stale Convention. It was adopted by the 
Conventions assembled in this town during the 
present winter, at the County and Senatorial 
Conventions, generally throughout the State. The 
Democratic Representatives in the 29 th Congress 
voted for It; and but a few days since our Demo¬ 
cratic Representatives in Congress both voted for it, 


and by so doing found themsolvos in a Federal 
House in the minority. 

“Under such circumstances—in the face and 
eyes of such .proof, who will pretend that those 
who charge our party and prominent men of it— 
some of whom have absolutely voted for the meas¬ 
ure, such as Norris, Johnson, and Moulton— 
with being hostile to the principles of the Wil¬ 
mot Proviso, do not intend to deceive aud mislead; 
aye, do not intend to utter scandalous, outrageous 
falsehoods ? 

44 ISepuHieans ! rely not on the assertions of 
Federalists! ’Tis their vocation to mystify, mis¬ 
lead, dupe, deceive. With them, the end sanctifies 
the means? 

MR. CLAY IN THE FIELD. 

In an editorial last week we said, that reoent 
demonstrations had inolined us to the opinion 
that Mr. Clay would find, in the earnest repre¬ 
sentations of his admirers, that publie call to run 
for the Presidency, to which alone, according to 
his own statement, ho would yield. Two days 
after we had written this, the telegraph brought 
the following announcement from Cincinnati: 

Cincinnati, April 12. 

Henry Clay has given publicity to the follow¬ 
ing address, authorizing his name to be presented 
to tho Whig National Convention: 

TO THIS PUBLIC; 

The various and conflicting reports, whioh have 
been in circulation in regard to my intention with 
respect to the next Presidency, nppear to me to 
furnish a proper occasion for a full, frank, and ex¬ 
plicit exposition of ray feelings, wishes, and views, 
upon tho subjeot. This it is now proper to make. 
With a strong disinclination to tho use of my 
name again in connection with that office, I left 
my residence in December last, under a determi¬ 
nation to announce to the public, in some suitable 
form, my desire not to be thought of as a candi¬ 
date. During my absence, I frequently expressed 
to different gentlemen my unwillingness to be 
again in that attitude; but though no one was 
authorized to publish my decision one way or the 
other, having reserved the right to do so exclu¬ 
sively to myself, on reflection, I thought it was 
due to my friends to consult with them before I 
took a deoisive and final step. 

Accordingly, within the course of the last three 
mouths, 1 have had opportunity of conferring 
fttlly and freely with them. Many of them have 
addressed to me the strongest appeals, and the 
most earnest entreaties, both verbally and written, 
(0 dissuade me from executing my intended pur¬ 
pose. They represented to me that the with¬ 
drawal of my name would be fatal to the success, 
and perhaps lead to the dissolution of the party 
with which 1 have been associated, and especially 
in the free States; that at no former period did 
there over exist so great a probability of my 
elcotion, if i would consent to the use of my 
name; that the groat States of New York anil 
Ohio would, in all probability, oast their vote for 
me, that New York would more certainly bestow 
her suffrage upon me than any other candidate, 
and that Ohio would give her vote to no candidate 
residing in the slave States but to mo; that there 
is a hotter prospeot than has heretofore at any 
time existed ; that Pennsylvania would unite with 
them; that no candidate can bo elected without 
the concurrence of two of these three States, and 
none oould be defeated upon whom all of these 
should be united; that great numbers of our fcl- 
low-cltizcns, both of native and foreign birth, who 
were deceived, and therefore voted against me at 
the last election, are now eager for an opportunity 
of bestowing their suffrages upon me, and that 
whilst there is a strong and decided preference 
for me entertained by the great body of the Whig 
party throughout tho United States. They (the 
friends to whom I refer) at the same time are con¬ 
vinced that I am more available than any candi¬ 
date that conld be presented for the American 
People. I do not pretend to vouch for the accu¬ 
racy of all these representations, although 1 do 
not entOTtain a doubt that they have been hon¬ 
estly made, and are sincerely believed. 

It has been, moreover, urged to me that tho 
great obligations under whioh I have been hither¬ 
to pittoed by a large portion of tho People of the 
United States, the full force of which no one can 
be more sensible of than I am, demand that 1 
should not withhold the use of my name if it 
should be requested. And 1 have been reminded 
of frequent declarations which I have made, that 
whilst life and health remain, a man is bound to 
render his best services upon the call of his 
country. 

Sinoe my return home, I havo anxiously delibe¬ 
rated upon my duty to myself, to ray principles, 
to my friends, and, above all, to my country. The 
confliot between my unaffected desire to continue 
in private life, os most congenial with my feelings 
[ and condition, and my wish faithfully to perform 
all my publio duties, has been painful and embar¬ 
rassing. If I refuse the use of my name, and those 
injurious consequences should ensue which have 
been so confidently predicted by friends, I should 
justly incur their reproaches, and the reproaohes 
of my own heart; and if, on the contrary, I should 
assent to the uso of my name, whatever the result 
may be, I shall escape both. 

I have therefore finally decided to leave to the 
National Convention, whioh is to assemble in 
June, the consideration of my name, in connec¬ 
tion with suoh others as may be presented to it, to 
make a selection of a suitable candidate for Pres¬ 
ident of the United States, and whatever may be 
the issue of itB fair and full deliberations, it will 
meet with my prompt and cheerful acquiescence. 

It will be seen, from what I havo stated, that 
there wus reason to anticipate that I would de¬ 
cline giving my consent to the use of my name 
again as a candidate for the Presidency of tho 
United States. Owing perhaps to this, as well as 
other causes, many of my friends and fellow-citi¬ 
zens have avowed a preference for, and directed 
their attention to, the distinguished names of 
other citizens of the United States. I take pleas¬ 
ure in truly declaring that I have no regrets to 
express, no complaints, no reproaches to make on 
account of any such preferences, whioh, I am 
fully persuaded, are generally founded on honest 
and patriotic convictions. FI. Clay. 

Ashland, April 10, 1848. 

It was difficult to believe that this extraordinary 
manifesto wob authentic. We long doubted, aud 
waited from day to day to see an authoritative 
declaration that it was a forgery. But, friends 
and foes all seem to agree that it is genuine, and 
we oan doubt no longer. Mr. Clay could not 
have been guilty of such a blunder ten years ago. 
Can it be that his reoent triumphal processions, 
and the almost divine honors paid him by some of 
his admirers, have been too much for an overtask¬ 
ed system at his time of life ? That a man, so 
familiar with the proprieties of publie life, so 
practiced in the arts of statesmanship, so labo- 
riousastudent of human nature, should commit the 
blunder of admitting tho great, rude Publie into 
the inner sanctuary of his Egotism; parade 
beforo its broad eye, without restraint or re** 
servo, all the calculations and chances in relation 
to his elevation to the Presidential ohair; pro¬ 
claim to all men that his friends believe him to 
be the only man who can save the Whig party, 
and secure the Presidency by the votes of two of 
the three great States, Ohio, New York, and 
Pennsylvania; inform them that Messrs. Scott, 
Taylor, McLean, and Corwin, would never have 
been talked of, had it not been for the impression 
that he would deolino to be a candidate, but that 
lie has no reproaohes to make, seeing that his 
Wends went astray only through ignorance of his 
real purposes—that suoh a man should make such 
a spectacle of himself as this, can he explained 
only upon the assumption that he labors under 
some hallucination. 

How could a veteran politician venture to ex¬ 
patiate so largely upon his unaffected desire to 
continue in private life? An ambitious man of 
real greatness of mind would not descend to 
these hollow pretences. If Mr. Clay had not 
deoeived himself, if he had sincerely wished to 
romain in the tranquillity of private life, nothing 
was easier. But, for the last eighteen months, no 
publie man has been more constantly, more con¬ 
spicuously kept before the People than Henry 
Clay. He cannot receive a present, without hav¬ 
ing his reply paraded in tho newspapers. He 
oannot take a trip for his health, without having 
all the Incidents of his journey carefully journal¬ 
ized. He cannot travel on business, without a 
pageant. All his movements bear the marks of 
design. The North American , of Philadelphia, is 
hardly done calling for tho sage of Ashland to 
favor the publio with the benefit of his counsels, 
when word oomes from the West that he will 
speak. The Taylor men are carrying everything 
before* them in Washington, but luckily enough, 
at the right moment his presence is required in 
Washington, and hero he stays till the hopes of 
these men have fallen to zero. He then alights 
in Philadelphia, immediately after the Taylor 
festival, and in Now York, on the heel of the 
Taylor Mass Meeting there, and the strange fire 
that had begun to kindle is put out. Next we 
find him, on his return, in Baltimore, just in timq 
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to take part in tlie festivities of the Sons of St. 
Patrick, who soon become convinced of his ardent 
affection for the Green Isle. His life, in fact, is a 
series of coincidences, all pointing to some Fatal¬ 
ity which is inexorably driving him to forego the 
pleasures of retirement for the sake of saving the 
Whig party from dissolution, his Country from 

It remains to be seen, whether tho Whig Na¬ 
tional Convention will ratify the nomination thus 
considerately made for them. The Publio is at 
least nssurod on one point: Henry Clay considers 
himself a candidate, and, if we are to judge from 
the tone of his manifesto, the candidate of the 
Whig party. Now, a’ word or two on a point in 
which wo are peculiarly interested. Mr. Clay 
insinuates, on what ground we know not, the idea 
of a certain affiliation between himself and the 
“ free. States His frionds have represented to 
him that his withdrawal might lead to the disso¬ 
lution of tho Whig party, “ especially in the free 
States;” that “Ohio would give her vote to no 
candidate residing in tho slave Stales but vie’' 
&c. Without committing himself by a single ex¬ 
pression unfavorable to slavery, he says just 
enough to suggest the idea that he is the only 
Southern man to whom the/res States can look in 
this orisis, when slavery is seeking to curse a new 
empire by its blasting presence. 

Now, we put it to every honest-minded Whig 
in the country, North and South, will you vote 
for a man whose opinious on this subject aro un¬ 
known 7 Other candidates for publio favor hav< 
beeh obliged to explain their views—why allow Mr. 
Clay to be an exoeption '! A Treaty for the ac¬ 
quisition of an immense territory is now before 
the Moxioan Congress, if it has not boen already 
ratified. Ask Mr. Clay what are his views ub to 
tho institutions which should take root in this 
new territory. He has told us that he lias no de¬ 
sire for the acquisition of territory, “/or the pur¬ 
pose of extending slavery.” So says Mr. Polk—sc 
has said the Union, a Bcore of times. That is not 
the question. Territory being acquired, what 
ought to be done ? Will you spread over it the 
asgis of tho ordinance of 1787, or the blackness 
of slavery ? Answer this. Let Mr. Clay say, 
whether slavery oan legally exist otherwise than 
by positive law—whethor Congress oan grant its 
assent to the passage of such a law by a Territo¬ 
rial Legislature—whether slavery can be intro¬ 
duced into the territory to be acquired from Mex¬ 
ico, except by law—whether Congress has notthe 
right, and is not bound, to prohibit its introduc¬ 
tion—whether all now territory ought not to be 
consecrated as the Homo of Freemen and Free 
Institutions alone? Not a word has ho droppod. 
which oan give a clue to his opinions or policy in 
relation to these questions. And will intelligent 
Whigs, to use a rough expression, “ go it blind ?” 
Is this transcendently important question of Free 
Labor and Free Soil to be indefinitely postponed, 
because Henry Clay, the only Southorn man the 
Whigs of Ohio will vote for, does not find it con¬ 
venient to declare his opinions concerning it ? Is 
Truth, is Human Liberty, are the rights of La¬ 
bor, is the perpetual well being of the millions 
upon millions who are destined to throng the im¬ 
mense regions of New Mcxioo and California, all 
to be sacrificed, that Henry Clay may bo made 
President 1 
We shall sec. 

For tho National lira. 

THU EARTH’S FUTURITY. 

I am looking from my heart, through oloujy skies 
and stormy years, 

And the damp and foggy Present Bhrouds me 
like a mist of tears— 

Nought 1 see, yet mystic murmurs now my strain¬ 
ing spirit hearB. 

Murmure like the solemn shivering of tho trem¬ 
bling forest leaves, 

W hile the muttered breath of thunder through 
the rocking darkness heaves— 

Ere the flashing bolt of lightning ’mid the crash¬ 
ing heaven cleaves. 

And a mighty Thought, like sultriness, o’ersways 

Like the blended wings of cherubim, while fear¬ 
fully 1 sing— 

And most fearfully, like Samuel, to the altar-foot 
I ding. 

To the foot of that dread altar which in heaven 
veils its head, 

While the clouds, like rolling billows, over its bo¬ 
som wildly spread, 

Like the darkness round the Stygian shore—the 
darkness of the dead! 

At the foot of this dread altar, kneel I now with 
clasped hands, 

And my bosom smites the darkness, as a billow 
beats the sands, 

Whon the ocoan, all behind it, drives it onward 
to tho strands. 

Thus the ocean of my longings forces on my surg¬ 
ing heart, 

Till the darkness Becms to crumble — orumblo 
heavily apart; 

And beyond it, as from chaos, golden paradises 

Lo! tho mountainous Thought falls from 
falls from off my mounting soul, 

As if Earth from Titan Atlas should with noise¬ 
less motion roll: 

And, behold! it belts tho heavens like a wondrous 
flaming scroll! 

Like aB if the hurrying thunderbolts, in viewless 
fingers held, 

While they burned upon the azure, were to mor¬ 
tal language quelled: 

Straightway, now, all human Error from my spirit 
is dispelled. 

And I know this towering altar is Jehovah’s throne 
on earth, 

And the billowy olouds around it hide the Fu¬ 
ture’s mighty birth: 

This 1 read amid the flaming Tuouoht that spans 
the heavens’ girth. 

Lo! that thought is man’s Redemption—man’s t 
franchisement from wrong— 

When tho Earth to all God’s children shall 
brotherhood belong, 

And the weak shall rest securely on tho bosom of 
tho strong. 

Like an endless fire, consumeless, burns that 
Thoucjht before mine eyes— 

And my soul’s electric flashes would eternally 
uprise— 

Rise and mingle with the Prophecy that belts the 
Future’s skies. 

GENERAL TAYLOR AGAIN. 

Two more letters from General Taylor! The 
following is stated to have been written to a mem¬ 
ber of the late Democratic Convention in Ken¬ 
tucky, and its authenticity is certified by Messrs. 
J. Burriss, J. J. Henderson, D. E. Hondriokson, 
and William Hendrickson. 

“ Baton Rouge, (La.,) Feb. 6, 1848. 

“ Dear Sir: Your letter of the 12th ultimo, in 
relation to the next Chief Magistrate of the coun¬ 
try, has just rcaohed me; in reply to which, I have 
to state, so far ns I am concerned, I have not 
changed the position I first oocupied, as regards 
my being a candidate for that high office. At the 
same time, such has been the indications of the 
people, irrespective of party, as evinced by largo 
meetings in many of the States in favor of my be¬ 
ing a candidate for the office in question, as to 
justify m®, without departing from the course I 
have marked out to pursue, to accept a nomination 
from a National Convention, should such be held, 
for the Presidency, from the Whigs or Demo¬ 
crats, or from both, should they think proper to 
tonder it, without being pledged, or even consid¬ 
ering myself so, to advocate the views or opinions 
of either. And I again repeat, I have no aspira¬ 
tions for civil offioe, and am only a candidate so 
far as the good people of tho country have made 
me so; and those who are not willing to vote for 
me, without pledges, for the Presidency, let them 
cast their votes at tho proper time for those who 
will make them. And should one of whom be 
preferred to myself, and honored with that high 
station, it will be neither a matter of disappoint¬ 
ment or mortification to me. 

“With consideration of high respect and e 
teem, your obedient servant, 

“Z. Taylor.” 

Tho other letter is written in reply to J. W. 
King, near Bayou Sara, who 0 ctlechises the Gen¬ 
eral in a letter two columns loDg. 

“ Baton Rouge, (La.,) March 25, 1848. 

“ Sir : Your communication of the 14th instant, 
requesting of me my views in relation to certain 
political questions therein sot forth, has been duly 
received and considered. 


“ I regret to inform you, in reply, that I deem 
it to be inconsistent with the position which I 
have long since assumed in relation to such sub¬ 
jects, to answer definitely your inquiries; and 
that, even if I desired on this occasion to make an 
exception in your favor, my great want of time 
at the present, moment would not permit me to 
give you satisfactory or even intelligible answers 

your numerous questions. 

“ I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser¬ 
vant, “ Z. Taylor. 

“ To Mr. John W. King, near Bayou. Sara." 

FRANCE. 

We give in nnother column the address on 
Peace, presented to the French Government by 
Joseph Sturge and others, and the reply of La¬ 
martine. There is another question which has 
been forced upon the Government, which cannot 
be easily disposed of—the question of labor. The 
following paragraphs in relation to this we copy 
ft'om the London Nonconformist. 

“THE LABOR QUESTION. 

A report has been published of the first two 
sittings of the Government commission for regu¬ 
lating the affairs of the workmen. At the first 
sitting, M. -Louis Blanc explained the motive o' 
the Government, before there was any discussion, 
for limiting the hours of work. Beyond ten hours, 
he said, was oppressive. To afford repose to the 
workman was to regain for the work the strength 
lOBt in performing it. The people demanded this 
reform with an imperious voice; and the masters, 
after conferring, acceded to the project of the 
commission. At the second Bitting, M. Louis 
Blanc brought forward a question of high interest. 
He proposed to establish, in the four most popu¬ 
lar quartors of Paris, four buildings, each capable 
of accommodating about four hundred families of 
working men, with a separate apartment for each, 
that there might be a vast economy in lodging, 
firing, lighting, &c., and also in food, by the pur¬ 
chase in large quantities. Their economy would, 
he represented, be equivalent to an augmentation 
of wages to the work people, without any addi¬ 
tional charge upon the masters. In this estab¬ 
lishment there would bo au usylum for the infants 
during the absence of their mothers, a school, yards 
for air and exerciBe, gardens, baths, &c. The first 
expense would be raised by mortgages upon the 
establishments themselves. These establishments 
would, said M. Louis Blanc, be accessible only to 
working men lawfully married, those who have 
the most numerous families being preferred. The 
utility and interest of such a creation was unani¬ 
mously acknowledged by tho commission, though 
some doubts were raised as to the concurrence of 
the workmen for whose benefit it was conceived. 
MM. Louis Blanc and Charles Duveyrier, how¬ 
ever, soon sot these doubts aside. In the end, M. 
Louis Blanc undertook to submit to the Govern¬ 
ment, for its sanction, the resolutions which were 
come to. 

“ M. Louis Blano’s committee for the workmen 
has forbidden any works of artisanship 
ried on in either prisons or schools, or 
ventSj on account of their competing with the 
working class. 

“The Commission of Workmen held a sitting 
on Saturday, in the Luxembourg, when Louis 
Blanc met a deputation of masters, whom he ad¬ 
dressed on tho evils oj^inlimited competition, and 
the advantages of association. The proceedings 
were most, disorderly; silence could not be kept; 
all was anger and confusion, in the midst of which 
Louis Blanc abruptly left for the Hotel de Ville, 
to take a share in the receptions there. He was 
allowed to depart (says the Times) with freezing 
indifference. 

“ The spirit that prevails in the trades of the 
metropolis is extending into the provinces. The 
workmen of the great iron works of Creuzot have 
struck for higher wages. Fears are entertained 
at Roanne, that, in consequence of a failure in 


The cause of the reoent troubles in Paris .. 
not fully explained in our last number. As it is 
desirable to keep an accurate record of the great 
movemont in France, we shall now moke a brief 
statement of it. 

M. Ledeu Rollin, a fiery republican, Minis¬ 
ter of the Interior, issued a circular to the com¬ 
missioners of the Provisional Government in the 
provinces, announcing that unlimited powers were 
conferred on them, in relation to the electors at 
the ensuing election, so that they might be able 
to exclude all persons suspected of hostility 
Republic. This struck the moderate men with 
consternation, and a deputation waited upon the 
Government, to inform it of the general nncooi- 
Another circular was issued, signed by all 
the members of the Government, calculated to al¬ 
lay alarm ; and although tho circular of M. Ledru 
Rollin oould not be formally disavowed, such in¬ 
structions wero given, by the heads of the several 
departments, as would greatly restrict the powers 
of the commissaries. 

Another source of trouble was a late order of 
the Minister of the Interior, breaking up the elite 
companies in the National Guard, the command¬ 
ers of which were conservatives, and fusing them 
in the general mass. These companies resisted, 
sent a deputation to the Government, but, not 
•meeting with sucoess, announced their purpose tc 
return the next day, with arms. The words were 
no sooner spoken than they were carried through¬ 
out tho city, and the working men, to the number 
of 100,000, assembled early the next day, and 
oompletely closed up the way to the Hotel de 
Ville, so that the disaffected National Guards, 
approaching, found themselves literally looked out 
of countenance, and dispersed. The danger of a 
collision for the time was imminent, but the peo¬ 
ple were firm and peaoeful. The demonstration 
having been effectual, they quietly dispersed. 


YUCATAN. 

The Union of the 14th contains a letter from 
Commodore Perry to the Secretary of the Navy, 
stating that the recent accounts of the dreadful 
condition of Yucatan and tho destruction of its 
inhabitants by the Indians, are true. Aid 
earnestly sought from the United States, and 
less it be given, the Governor says, as a last re¬ 
sort, the people will offer up the sovereignty of 
their State, to whatever Power may choose to take 
it. A letter from tho Secretary General of the 
Government is also published, addressed to Com¬ 
modore Perry, earnestly calling upon him for 
aid. In the New York Herald we find the copy of 
a letter from M. Justo Sierra, to Mr. Buchanan, 
on the same subject, asking, in the most emphatic 
manner, for assistance, in the shape of arms, 
munition, and armed men. In addition to other 
reasons why the United States should especially 
interpose, he refers to the declaration of our Gov¬ 
ernment against European intervention in tho af¬ 
fairs of this Continent. 

“ But, in addition to the reasons which I have 
pointed out, as giving the preference to the Unit¬ 
ed States, there are certain circumstances which 
your Excellency will please allow me briefly 
explain. There is on record, a declaration made 
by the President of the United States, Mr. Mon¬ 
roe, in his message to the Congress of December, 
1823, which establishes the principle that the 
American Government would view as dangerous 
and prejudicial to the publio peace and seourity 
of these States, any attempt of the European 
Powers to inter-fere in the affairs of the inde¬ 
pendent People of the Continent of America, 
endeavoring to establish their peculiar political 
systems among them. In the annual message sent 
by the present President, Mr. Polk, to the Con¬ 
gress of 184G, the same principle of the 
interference of European Powers is repeated. 
Thus, in accordance with these cabinet doctrines, 
the Government of the United States would be 
opposed to the intervention of England and Spaii 
in the affairs of Yucatan. Thus, therefore, if 
such intervention should take place, it is'more 
thun probable that it would result in embroiling 
Yucatan; the condition of that country would 
then be infinitely worse oven than it is now, inas¬ 
much as, besides suffering all the inconveniences 
of the present war, it would be exposed t " 
chance of being the theatre of another wa 
although the above-mentioned principles are those 
of the United States Government, other Govern¬ 
ments of Europe might either conform to them, 
or not, according to their own peculiar vie - ' 
policy.” 

Cassius M. Clay. —We find in the New York 
Evening Mirror the following notice of the result 
of tho suit of Cassius M. Clay against the rioters 
who took down his press at Lexington, Kentuoky, 
and shipped it to Cincinnati We know nothing 
of the grounds of the statement that Henry Clay 
hurried home to throw the weight of his nam 
presence against the plaintiff. 

“ The suit of C. M. Clay vs. James B. Clay, the 
son and law partner of Henry Clay, was lately 
brought to trial in the Jessamine Circuit Court. 
Samuel Shy, Esq., one of Mr. C. M. Clay’s coun¬ 
sel, attempted to postpone the trial, as his client 


(C. M. Clay) and his principal witness, the pub¬ 
lisher, William Neal, and the two other counsel, 
Messrs. J. Speed Smith and Garrett Davis, were 
absent. But Henry Clay, who had hurried home 
from his grand electioneering tour, in order to 
aid, by the power of his name and presence, in the 
overthrow of the liberties of his State and coun¬ 
try, assisted by ex-Chief Justice George Robert¬ 
son, (the author of the ‘Secret Circular,’) T. F. 
Marshall, Mr. Robinson of Georgetown, and A. 
R. Woolley, Professor of the Lexington Law 
School, forced Mr. Shy into a trial. Davis Har¬ 
lan, Esq., of Frankfort, was called in to assist Mr. 
Shy. The trial was most animated and interest¬ 
ing. Shy and Harlan covered themselves with 
that glory which eloquence, united to and vindi- 
eating justice, can only confer. A verdict was given 
,for C. M. Clay! and the Hon. Henry Clay and 
his son, James B. Clay, fell to the amount of 
$2,500.” 

We also notice in the same paper a very pun¬ 
gent letter from C. M. Clay to his relative, which, 
as it has. excited much animadversion, we shall 
publish in our next, as a part of the history of the 


ArraorniATioN for Colored Schools in New 
Yokk. —We are requested to give insertion to 
tho following article, from a New York paper: 

“ Friend Smith : Permit me through your paper 

call the attention of the colored people of this 
State to the following law, appropriating a sum of 
mouey to defray the expense of schools for the 
exclusive instruction of colored children, passed 
May. 12, 1847: 

“ ‘ There shall be paid, from the income of the 
United States deposite fund, to the trustees of 
every incorporated village which shall, during one 
year from the passage of this act. support for 
three months or more a school for the exclusive 
instruction of colored children, the sum of twelve 
dollars a month during the time such school shall 
be kept, not exceeding six months, to be applied 
to defraying the expenses thereof; but no money 
shall be paid, as aforesaid, for any month during 
which the number of scholars attending such 
school shall be, on the average, less than ten ; and 
for this purpose the sum of five thousand dollars 
of the said income is hereby appropriated.’ 

“ I find, by inquiry at the Comptroller’s office, 
that but three schools have availed themselves of 
the appropriation. It cannot be that it is gene¬ 
rally known that suoh an appropriation has been 
made. If you and other editors friendly to the 
colored people will publish this article, you will 
confer a favor upon them. T. S. B. 

“ Albany, March 22, 1848.” 

Startling Information. —The London Times, 
which knoWB all things and decides all questions, 
contains the following startling announcement: 

“ Already is the dissolution of the Union con¬ 
sidered a probable occurrence, and it is hard to 
avoid concluding that, before five years more have 
elapsed, the United States of America must neces- 
ily have been either resolved or expanded into 
le political society vastly different from that 
represented now. The final decision of this vital 
question will, in all probability, be sealed by the 
"ext Presidential election, for which all parties 

re preparing.” 

What a striking illustration this furnishes of 
the folly of dogmatizing on subjects of which we 
know nothing? 

Tribute to Mr. Adams. —We notice in many 
parts of the country the reports of proceedings of 
meetings among the oolored people, called to do 
honor to the memory of Mr. Adams. Some have 
been marked for publication in our paper, but i 
columns are too crowded to admit of anything 
than this brief notice. Suoh proceedings 
are alike honorable to the colored people and 
him who was an advocate of their rights. 

Horton, the Black Bard of Chapel Hill. 

A Southern correspondent in North Carolina has 
been kind enough to promise for the Era a notice 
of the life and writings of George M. Horton, the 
' Black Bard of Chapel Hill,” who is yet in sla¬ 
very. Anonymous pieces from his pen have fre¬ 
quently circulated in the newspapers, receiving 
high praise. 

Michigan Liberty Press. —This is the title of 
a new Liberty paper, to be commenced about the 
1st of this month, at Battle Creek, Michigan, un¬ 
der the editorial conduct of Erastus Hussey, as¬ 
sisted by Dr. N. M. Thomas and Dr. S. B. Thayer. 
Price SI.50, or £2 if not paid in mivnncs. 

The Oberlin Evangelist. —We welcome the 
Oberiin Evangelist again to our table. We learn 
that the loss of the publisher by the fire was very 
severe. The friends of the paper will doubtless 
feel interested in giving it a vigorous support. 


This is the true ground, and we hope the Ex¬ 
aminer may be vigorously sustained. We know 
not liow any Anti-Slavery citizen of a free State 
■efuse his support to a slave State paper, con¬ 
ducted on such principles. The Examiner is not 
only a most effective Anti-Slavery paper, but one 
of the best of family papers. It is elevated intone, 
liberal in spirit, and comprehensive in its views. 

There are many Anti-Slavery men belonging to 
the Whig and Democratic parties who are sensi- 
n regard to their party relations. In the 
Examiner they will find a journal which holds 
itself aloof from all party contests. 

Fur the National Era. 

COMING OUT! 

Short and sweet.” So you editors advise, al¬ 
beit you give us column articles. Well, Pll fol¬ 
low the advice, and scold at the example. 

What now, you ask ? Why this, that we havo 
had a real Clay meeting here; one of your enthu¬ 
siastic turn outs. And what of that ? Nothing; 
except that we had somo tall Anti-Slavery chat; 
and this I think, the important portion of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Thrust on made a splendid speech; said that 
Henry Clay had ever been opposed to Slavery; 
that he (the orator) deplored its existence; that, 
” as he was, he hoped to see the day when the 
se should be rooted from the State; that he 
prayed God the Convention would fix a clause in 
the .Constitution providing for its gradual extinc¬ 
tion.” He was cheered roundly through all this. I 
ay to you. friend, there is nothing like having 
Anti-Slavery papers in the midst of slaveholders. 
It developes, concentrates, and gives publicity to 
the “Liberty feeling,” and helps on the good 
cause. A year ago, this speech would not have 
b'een made, and, if made, it would not have been 
cheered. 

So much for progress and prospects in this 
quarter! But “ short and sweet” is my motto— 
therefore, I close. Yours,'truly, Crisis. 

Louisville, March 26, 1848. 


Don’t Complain. —A merchant v 
returning from market. He was oi 
and behind his saddle was c 


horseback, 
filled with 

money. The rain fell with violence, and the good 
old man was wet to the skin. At this time he 
was quite vexed, and murmured because God had 
given him such hard weather for his journey. He 
soon reached the border of a thick forest. What 
his terror on beholding on one side of the road 
a robber, who, with levelled guD, was aiming at 
him, and attempting to fire; but the powder being 
wet with the rain, the gun did not go off, and the 
merchant, giving spurs to hit, horse, fortunately 
had time to escape. As soon as he found himself 
safe, he said to himself, “ How wrong was I, not 
to endure the rain patiently, as sent by Provi¬ 
dence ! If the weather had been dry and fair, I 
should not probably have been alive at this hour. 
The rain which caused me to murmur came at a 
fortunate moment to save my life, and preserve to 
me my property.”_ 

ELECTION IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

“The Journal of Commerce states the vote f 
mayor as follows: 

Havemeyer - 22,865 

Brady.21,771 

Havemeyer’s majority - - 1,094 


“ Last year, the board of aldermen comprised 
eleven Whigs, six Democrats, and one Native; the 
assistants, eleven Whigs and seven Democrats.” 

The New York Globe claims the result as a vic¬ 
tory over both tho Whigs and the Conservative 
Democrats, who, it asserts, from hostility to N 
Havemeyer, as the Wilmot Proviso delegate 
the Baltimore Convention, labored to defeat his 
election. 

FROM MEXICO. 

The latest intelligence from Mexico is highly 
favorable to the cause of peace. The oivil author¬ 
ity in the cities of Mexico, Vera Cruz, and Tam¬ 
pico, in accordance with the terms of the armis¬ 
tice, has been surrendered to the Mexicans. 

It was confidently anticipated that a quorum of 
the Mexican Congress would assemble before 
Nuntes, and ratify the treaty. 

General Soott intended to leave Mexico on 
adjournment of the court of inquiry. He 
expected hourly at Vera Cruz. 

LOUISVILLE EXAMINER. 

The Examiner, to correct some misunderstand¬ 
ing of its objects, thus states its position and de¬ 
signs : 

“The Examiner is strictly an Anti-Slavery 
paper, and the organ and exponent of the Eman¬ 
cipation movement in Kentucky. It is free from 
all party allegiance. It has nothing to do with 
political contests; whatever we insert in regard 
to men or parties, we insert as part of the history 
of passing events; and nothing would induce us 
to engage directly or indirectly in State conflicts, 
Presidential contests, or party movements of any 
character. 

“Next August, the people of this State 
vote whether they will havo a Convention. „ 
Convention will be held; of this result no man of 
any party entertains a doubt. When this is der 
oided, then will arise the great question, shall 
Kentucky emancipate ? It is to meet this ques¬ 
tion, to be fully prepared, not only to send the 
Examiner wherever it may be needed, but to 
print and circulate tracts throughout the State, so 
that every man in every county may think and 
act understanding^ on this subject, that we have 
earnestly besought, and do now earnestly beseech, 
our friends to aid and sustain us. 

“ Never, so much as now, have we felt the im¬ 
portance of the cause, or the deep necessity of 
perseverance, earnestness, and fidelity in its de¬ 
fence. Great changes have already occurred, and 
greater will soon be seen. Love of freedom, every¬ 
where welling up, over the surface of society, 
shows that its iumost heart is stirred, and assures 
the friends of emancipation of certain triumph, if 
they work with honesty of purpose and vigor of 
soul.” 


TlilRTIETJJrCONGRESS. 

first session. 

April 11. 

Senate. —Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, presented 
memorial from John S. Skinner, of New York, 
praying, in behalf of the agriculturists of the 
country, au appropriation of money, to be applied 
under the direction of the State Governments, or 
as Congress may direct, to the establishment of 
institutions for instruction in geology, mineralo¬ 
gy. vegetable and animal physiology, &c. Refer- 
5 the Committee on Agriculture, and order¬ 
ed to be printed. 

Memorials were presented—for the abolition of 
the slave trade, by Mr. Bradbury; for the same, 
and for an appropriation of a portion of the pro¬ 
ceeds of tho public lands for the gradual abolition 
of slavery throughout the United States, by Mr. 
Hale. 

Various reports were made. 

Mr. Hannegan moved that so much of the Pres¬ 
ident’s message as relates to the Amistad case, be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations- 
Agreed to. 

The bill in relation to the California claims was 
discussed by Mr. Dayton at great length. 
Adjourned. 

House.—A debate took place (of which we have 
given elsewhere quite a full report) on a motion 
of Mr. Palfrey to reconsider the Resolution con¬ 
cerning the French Revolution. 

The House then took up the bill making appro¬ 
priation for the support of the Military Academy 
West Point for the year ending June 30,1849. 
It wasyead a third time, passed, and sent to the 
Senate It appropriates $141,472. 

Atril 12. 

Senate. —A memorial praying for certain al¬ 
terations in the Tariff of 1846 was presented by 
Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts. 

Several private bills were disposed of. 

On motion of Mr. Badger, the Secretary of the 
Senate was instructed to purchase 2,000 addition¬ 
al copies of the Constitution of the United States; 

on motion of Mr. Benton, 3,000 extra copies 
orttie Fremont Court'Martial report were ordered 
to be printed. The Joint Committee on Printing 
was ordered to inquire into the expediency of re¬ 
pealing the law directing the manner of the pub¬ 
lio printing. 

Mr. Mangum moved to reoonsider the vote by 
which the bill concerning the Supreme Court had 
been rejected. The yeas and nays were demand¬ 
ed, and stood as follows: 

Yeas —Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Breese, 
Butler, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Downs, Greene, Hanne¬ 
gan, Hunter, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Upham—22. 

Nays —Messrs. Ashley, Badger, Bagby, Benton, 
Bright, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dix, Felch, Hale, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, 
Spruance, Turney, Westoott—16. 

The bill was then made the special order for 
Monday next. 

Mr. Mason addressed the Senate at length on 
the California olaims. The bill wa? passed over 
informally, and the Senate, after a time spent in 
Executive session, adjourned. 

House. —The bill in relation to the foreign 
mail service was acted upon in Committee of the 
Whole, and laid aside to be reported. The bill 
for the payment of revolutionary olaims was then 
discussed. The Committee rose and reported 
progress on this bill, and reported the bill on the 
foreign mail service, which was read a third time, 
and passed. It authorizes the Postmaster General 
to establish a system of retaliatory measures 
against Great Britain, in relation to postage be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

April 13. 

Senate. —The bill for the repair of the dam at 
Cumberland island, in the Ohio river, was taken 
up. Mr. Bagby spoke in opposition. The bill 
was passed over informally, and the bill to repeal 
an aet concerning pilots was taken up, and ex¬ 
plained and enforced by Mr. Dix. Messrs. Miller 
and Davis opposed the bill. It was passed 
informally, and the bill relating to the California 
claims was discussed by Messrs. Badger, Benton, 
Rusk, Butler, and Phelps. 

Adjourned. 

House. —The Hon. Horace Mann, elected in 
the place of Mr. Adams, appeared, was qualified, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. Meade submitted a resolution looking to 
the establishment of a tribunal before which all 
private claims against the United States might be 
prosecuted. Mr. Rockwell stated that the subject 
was now before the Committee of Claims.. The 
resolution was not received. 

The House prooeeded to the consideration of 
the New York contested election. Mr. Thomp¬ 
son, on behalf of the majority of the committee 
which had reported in favor of the contestant, 
Mr. Monroe, stated that his claim rested on the 
allegation that 143 paupers from the almshouse 
and hospital of the 18th ward of the city of New 
York, voted at the third election district of that 
ward, from which they had not been admitted to 
that institution; and that these, with several con¬ 
victs from Blackwell’s island, more than counter¬ 
balanced the majority of 143 votes in favor of the 
sitting member. The right of the paupers to 
vote, according to the laws of New York, 
maintained by the minority of the committee. 

After some time spent in the consideration of 
tho report, the House adjourned. 

April 14. 

Senate.— The Senate proceeded to the consid¬ 
eration of the bill making an appropriation for 
the repair of the dam on the Ohio river. A de¬ 
bate on the subject of internal improvements 
general took place, in which Mr. Calhoun took 
ground in support of the right of Congress to act 
within certain limits, in opposition to Messrs. 
Bagby and Davis of Mississippi. The bill was 
then passed— 

Yeas— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, 
Bell, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, 
Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dix, Downs, Felch, Foote, Greene, Hannegan, 
Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Spru¬ 
ance, Underwood, Upham—31. 

Nays— Messrs. Bagby, Butler, Hale, Hunter, 
Johnson of Georgia, Mason, Moor, Turney—8. 


The Senate then took up the private calendar, 
and passed some twenty bills. The bill for the 
relief of the legal heirs of Capt. Elliott, on a olairn 
for expenses alleged to have been incurred in giv¬ 
ing certain entertainmeuts to royal visiters, was, 
on the motion of Mr. Hale, after a spirited de¬ 
bate, indefinitely postponed. 

Adjourned till Monday. 

House. —After debate on the election oase, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa¬ 
tives of R. W. Meade was debated at great length, 
and the Committee rose and reported progross. 
Several Senate bills were referred — and the 
House then adjourned. 

April 15. 

Senate did not sit. 

House. —The House was again occupied with 
the consideration of private bills. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Meade 
was again debated in Committee of the Whole, 
which at length rose, reported progress, and the 
House adjourned. 

April 17. 

Senate. —Mr. Rusk presented a joint resolu¬ 
tion of the Legislature of Texas, respecting the 
jurisdiction of the Sabine river. Ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Allen presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Ohio, in favor of Whitney’s Rail¬ 
road to the Pacific. 

Mr. Allen presented a memorial of the commit¬ 
tee of editors in Ohio, praying that newspapers 
may be conveyed free of postage within thirty 
miles from the places of their publication. 

Mr. Cameron presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, for the establishment of a railroad 
as a post route between that oity and New York, 
so as to do away with the monopoly of tho Cam¬ 
den and Amboy Railroad. 

Petitions presented by Mr. Badger for the pur¬ 
chase of Mount Vernon. The number of signers 
to all the petitions on this subject is estimated at 
100,000. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
California olaims. 

Mr. Mason modified his motion to recommit 
the bill, so as to omit the instructions; and it was 
agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to relieve the Judges of the Supreme Court 
from circuit duty one year. 

Mr. Ashley addressed the Senate at some 
length in opposition to the bill. He was followed 
by Messrs. Allen, Crittenden, Butler, Foote, and 
Johnson of Maryland; after which, the Senate at 
late hour adjourned. 

House. —Mr. Clingman moved to suspend the 
rules of the House, to enable him to offer a reso¬ 
lution. 

Mr. Palfrey asked what business would be in 
enter, if the motion should not prevail. 

The Speaker replied, the call of the States for 
petitions. 

Mr. Palfrey said, so he understood. He was 
opposed to the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, and wished to state his reasons. 

The Speaker said the question was not de¬ 
batable. 

Mr. Palfrey would respeotfully ask to be In¬ 
formed, under whioh of the rules the Chair made 
that decision. 

The Speaker was understood to say that the 
motion being intended to bring a subjeot immedi¬ 
ately before the House for consideration, its ob¬ 
ject would be defeated, if debate were allowed 
intervene. 

Mr. Palfrey took an appeal, and wished to de¬ 
bate it. 

The Speaker said the appeal was not debatable. 
Mr. Palfrey would respectfully inquire under 
what rule of the House the Chair made that de¬ 
cision. 

The Speaker was understood to answer to the 
same effect as before. 

Mr. Palfrey asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to give him three minutes—five, at 

attempt to show that the decision of the Chair, 
uprightly made, no doubt,-sustained by prece¬ 
dents, as he was informed, was yet not according 
to law. 

Several voices—I object. 

The question reourring on the motion of Mr. 
Clingman, Mr. Palfrey asked the yeas and nays, 
whioh were not ordered. The question being 
then taken, the rules were suspended, and Mr. 
Clingman’s resolution relating to the correspond- 
between General Scott and the Secretary of 
War was introduced. 

The rules were suspended to allow Mr. C. J. 
Ingersoll to offer a resolution, instructing the 
Committee of Ways and Means to ascertain, 
consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
whether a reduction of the ad valorem duties 
French importations from 30 to 15 per cent., 
would not greatly aid France in her present dis¬ 
tress, and minister to the finances of this country 
Mr. Vinton moved to amend by restricting the 
inquiry to what modification it is neoessory to 
make in the tariff of 1846. 

The resolution was at last laid upon the table, 
i motion of Mr. Bayly, of Virginia, by a vote 
of 99 to 85. 

Mr. Botts moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer resolutions calling for information in 
relation to the suspension of General Scott. Not 

Mr. Boyd moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of taking up and referring the Senate 
bills on the Speaker’s table, (the chief bill being 
the Ten Regiment Bill) Not agreed to. 

The rules were suspended to enable Mr. Vin¬ 
ton to offer a resolution for making the appropri- 
tion bills the special order of the day for Wed¬ 
nesday next. Mr. Ficklin moved to amend the 
resolution by including the bill to provide a Ter¬ 
ritorial Government for Oregon and the Ten Regi¬ 
ment Bill. The amendment was divided, and the 
part including the Oregon Territorial bill was 
adopted. That part of it which related to the 
Ten Regiment bill was then adopted—97 yeas, 
92 nays. The resolution as amended was then 
rejected—yeas 74, nays 101. 

Several other motions wero made to suspend 
the rules, but they were disagreed to, and the 
House adjourned. 

April 18. 

Senate. —After disposing of the routine bum¬ 
ness, the Senate prooeeded to the consideration of 
the Judiciary bill, whioh was debated by Messrs. 
Allen, Johnson of Maryland, Butler, and others. 

House. —Mr. Giddings asked leave to present 
a resolution. Objection being made, he asked 
leave to have the resolution read for information. 
It was read at the Clerk’s table; but objection 
being made, it was not received. The resolution 
is os follows: 

Whereas more than eighty men, women, and 
children, are said to be now confined in the prison 
of the District of Columbia, without being charg¬ 
ed with crime, or any impropriety, other than an 
attempt to enjoy the liberty for which our fathers 
encountered toil, Buffering, and death itself, and 
for which the people of many European Govern¬ 
ments are now struggling: And whereas said 
prison was erected, and is now sustained, by funds 
contributed by the people of the free as well as of 
slave States, and is under the eontrol of the laws 
and officers of the United States : And whereas 
such conduct is derogatory to our national char¬ 
acter, incompatible with the duty of a civilized 
and Christian people, and unworthy of being sus¬ 
tained by an American Congress—therefore, 

Be it resolved, That a Select Committee, of five 
members of this body, be appointed to inquire 
into and report to this House by what authority 
said prison is used for the purpose of confining 
persons who have attempted to escape from Sla¬ 
very— with leave to report what legislation is 
proper in regard to said practice. 

Resolved, further, That said Co mmi ttee be au¬ 
thorized to send for persons and papers. 

A new kind of machine, called an “idolater,” 
is used in Leicester jail, for the employment of 
rogues and vagabonds committed to hard labor; 
and it is said to be much dFeaded by them, as it 
accurately registers the .amount of labor perform¬ 
ed, and is susceptible of exact adaptation to the 
bodily strength of the person who works it. 


DISTURBANCE. 


Last Saturday night, we learn, some seventy or 
eighty slaves escaped from this place, in a sloop 
or schooner,and prooeeded down the river. The I ZiipTl 
faot was not discovered till next day, when a I .. 
steamboat was despatched in pursuit. The fu¬ 
gitives, together with three white men, who nav¬ 
igated the craft, were caught, brought baok, and 
imprisoned. A great deal of excitement was the 
result; and the cry soon arose among the crowd, 
that the National Era was the cause of the mis¬ 
chief. Of course, there is no truth in this—not 
particle. But, excited men do not inquire 
or reason. While we are Writing this, at ten 
’clock at night, a crowd of men and boys is col¬ 
lected about tho office; many stones have beeh 
thrown; but the police are striving to do their 
duty. They may fail; tho multitude may over¬ 
power them; but we hope for the best. We oan- 
not but think tHat the sober second thought of 
the ringleaders in this affair will arouse compuno- 
tion for this violent assault against the liberty of I 
the press—a liberty in our case whioh even they 
dare not say, has been abused. 

"we have to say is, we stand by the freedom 
of the press, whatever the result. 

Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock. The mob dis¬ 
persed last night about 12 o’olock—thanks to the 
effioient conduet of Captain Goddard and the 
' of the police. The rumor that the offioe of 
the National Era was concerned in the esoape of 
the slaves in the Pearl, is utterly groundless— 
this its originators know, but they are wil¬ 
ling to use it to inflame popular feeling against 
our Press. Whatever we do, we do openly. We 
cherish an instinctive abhorrence of any move- 
' whioh would involve us in the necessity ot 
concealment, strategy, or trickery of any kind. 

No! No! W•understand this outrage. It 
aimed at the Freedom of the Press. W e own 
and edit a paper whioh is as free as the winds of 
heaven. It bows neither to slavery nor to the 
mob. We stand upon our rights as a man, and 
as an American citizen, and will use these rights, 
speaking and Writing freely upon any subjeot 
please, despite all threats or violence. It is a 
damning disgrace, that at the very moment we are 
rejoioiag with the people of France at their tri¬ 
umph over a Despot who undertook to enslave the 
press, an attempt should be made to strike down 
the freedom of the press in the Capital City ot 
this Republic, in sight of the National Legis¬ 
lature. 

We are again threatened—the outrage is to be 
repeated, it is said. And for what ? What 
our offence? Is there a man in this community 
whom we have injured ? Have we not been kind 
and oourteous to all men, studious of the propri 
oties which ought to distinguish the discussion c 
all important questions 1 There is no man in this 
city who has examined our paper that finds any 
ult with its tone, style, or temper. 

Enough. We yield to no violenoe. Wo ap¬ 
peal to the good sense of this community, aye, 
and, as we said, the sober second thought of the 
infatuated persons who, in a paroxysm of blind 
excitement, assailed our press. It cannot be that 
the nineteenth oentury, in the face of a world 
struggling for free thought, free speeoh, free 
tion, and looking up to this Republic for example 
and encouragement, a free Press should be put 
down by violenoe in the oapital city of this Re¬ 
public. 


MOUNT PLEASANT BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
JBOYS, AMHERST, MASS. 

rev. j. a. Nash, a. m., principal. 

T HE summer acssiou of this school will commence on 
Wednesday, May 3d, and continue to October 1st, 1848, 
n ' r “ “ ll, ‘ "TJ. received from eight to sixteon years 


may be obtained by addressing 


Mice. CutalogueH and clrcu- 
lisfc of the pupils and their 

Hjtefiftfjig!"' f object pf 


INTEiMJL>l£JD REMOVAL. 

T HE Depository and Office of the American and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery society and of the American Missionary 
Association will be removed, on the 1st of May, from No. 22 
Spruce street to No. 61 John street, near William street. AU 
- mnninications or parcels for both Societies should be di- 

Aprulo—3t’ & “ WILlIaSTharNED, Offioe Ageut. 
NO FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVEHOLDERS. 

A SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT in favor of withdrawing 
fellowship from Churches and Ecclesiastical Bodies tol- 
5 Siftvebolding among them, by liev. Silas MeKeei 
dford, Vermont, is the tit! 
bed by the 


:harge of Mrs. A. G. Whittlesey, oo 

popular work of the kind now publmhcd, and is afford 
-the low price of one dollar a year. Travelling and lec¬ 
turing agents are wanted in various parts of the Union, to 
extend its oiroulation; and to those of proper qualifications 
the publisher offers good inducements Clergymen without, 
a charge, theological students, and others, will find this an 
excellent field of usefulness, and one that will compensate 
liberally fonAhe time and labor employed. Applications, 
with writtciTtestimoulals, may be addresscl, post paid, to 
MYRON FINCH, Publisher, 
April 20 —3fc No. 5 Beekman street, New York. 






ir Depository hfiStsw 
l; single copy, a cents. 

WILLIAM WARNED, Agent, 

22 Spruce street, New York. 
ATJER CJUKJE, 
.jfablishment for the treat- 
Skancateles Lake, ten miles 

-of New Vork The house is large, coxa- 

id newly built. The springs are four in number, 
ioh rise on the mountain, on the west side of the 
.‘ • 1 ‘ above its level. They are pure, soft, 

invalid, delightfully inviting. Dr. B. 
s ““ ixolusivcly to those seekiug 
i« busiimssand home department; and all letters 
‘ Ir. Jackson, aud the postage paid, when they wUl 



joeive due t 
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young lady who ha 


»ut deiay. as i 
lessful with s 


mans of cure; and au tariy au>Rcatx 
• opportunities l’or location as regards i 


ir apply with- 
s ouually suc- 
greatJy 


(is singly, and have lire 
week, payable weekly. 


OFFICE FUK PATENTS. 

PETER H. WATSON, Attorney and SoUoitoi 
X Washington, D. O., prepares Specification! 


'Q, by sending their models, oi 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE ERA. 

The Hutchinsons in Baltimore—Horn Received—Full 
Houses—Their Visit to Washington, fy-c. 

Baltimore, April 10, 1848. 

To the Editor of the National Era: 

I write this morning with the single purpose oi 
reporting the fact that the Hutchinsons have 
paid their contemplated visit to our oity. Their 
reception has been more than gratifying. It has 
been glorious! 

They gave conoerts on Thursday and Saturday 
evenings, in Lee’s Saloon, a largo and very neat, 
well-lighted room, cornor of Baltimore and Cal¬ 
vert streets. The attendance was large, and high¬ 
ly respectable, in the most literal Beuse of the 
term; and although they sang “A Good Time 
Coming!” with its denunciation of war and sla¬ 
very as those “ monsters of iniquity," a new Bong o) 
the French Revolution, interspersed with genuim 
“liberalism,” and “The Old Granite State,’ 
wherein they proclaim that they are “ the friends 
of emancipation,’’ &o., the audience not only bore 
it well, but loudly applauded at the close of each 
of these songs, as at the olose of others. Is not this 
“glory enough for one day”—nay, for at least 
year, Doctor ? I think so, and feel sdj too; at 
you must allow me to express the joy of my heart 
by giving three cheers for Baltimore! 

May Baltimoreans never show themselves — ... 
unworthy of the praise conveyed by tho expres¬ 
sions of exultation which I huvo juBt indulged! 
And, oh! why should people not bo allowed to 
sing, and speak, and write, their sentiments on all 
subjects alike, in this professedly “ free land! ” 
There is true glory in freedom of speech and oi 
the press, and infamy in the reverse, and infamy 
only! But I believe that the Rubioon has been 
passed in Maryland. The issue was fully made 
by my late papor, when dragged before the Legis¬ 
lature, lashed into all the fury of whioh its most 
pro-slavery members could make it capable—and 
afterwards, when before the Grand Jury; and 
Free Disoussion had a glorious triumph! 

The Hutchinsons left lor your city this morn¬ 
ing, where they will give three concerts—viz: on 
Monday, Thursday, and Friday evenings—in¬ 
tending to give us another treat or two, on their 
return. 1 have no doubt they will meet with that 
warm reception to whioh their earnestness and 
worth, to say nothing of their enchanting singing, 
as such, clearly entitle them. There is one a mg' 
about “ Eight Dollars a Day,” whose keenness oi 
satire will make even the M. C.’s laugh—albeit 
aimed direotly at themselves! J. E. S. 

03“ The Anniversary of the American and Foreign Anti 
Slavery Suoiety will be held, with Divine permission, at tho 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York, on Tuesday, May 9th, at 
three o’olock, P. M., when the Anuual Report will be made, 
and several addresses delivered. It is hoped that there will 
be a numerous attendance of friends of the cause from differ¬ 
ent parts of the country, as the meeting is expeoted to be one 

A public breakfast will be given on Wednesday, May 10th, 
at half past seven o’oloek, A. M., in the Lectuie Room of the 
Broadway Tabemaole, entrance on Anthony street. Aftei 
the repast, addresses will be made by several gentlemen. 
Tickets admitting ladies and geutl emeu oan be obtained at 
the new rooms of the Society, 61 John street. 

WILLIAM E. WHITING, 
ARNOLD BUFFUM, 

LEWIS TAPPAN, 

Committee qf Arrangements. 

tty The Free Synod of Cincinnati. — The next stated 
meeting of the 11 Free Synod of Cincinnati ” will be held ai 
Darlington, Beaver county, Pennsylvania, on the third Fri 
day of May, (19th day,) at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

I. R. GIBSON, Stated Clerk. 

Ripley, (0.,) March 16, 1848. 

ay Ecclesiastical Notice .—The Free Presbytery ot Ma¬ 
honing will hold its next meeting at Bedford, Mercer oonnty, 
Pennsylvania, on Wednesday, the 17th day of May next, at 
11 o’clock, A. M. Seseional records and statistical reports 
will be expeoted. JOSEPH GORDON, 

April 13.-36 Staled Clerk. 

ay Notice .—The Executive Committee of the Liberty 
Party of Eastern Pennsylvania, having resolved to plaoe one 
or more lecturing agents in the field, will be pleased to bea> 
from any one disposed to devote bis energies to the propaga- 
tion of the principles of the Liberty party, distributing Anti- 
Slavery publications, and obtaining subscribers to the Lib¬ 
erty Herald and other papers devoted to the cause of human 
freedom. Address WILLIAM B. THOMAS, 

Philadelphia. 


icing n Practical Mechanic, he oan readily understand the 
parts and judge of the utility of an invention, from a rough 

^All models ana confidential communications aro kept with 
Those whjMuay visit this city, to make personal examina- 
paratory^applying for letters patent for their o«u iuvou- 

- business, aud materially^aid then-„ - 

frequently subjected to long and tedious delay 



engraving. 


J HALL, Designer and Engraver, No. 8 Eutuw street, 
BuildSgs, Machinery, Specifications for the Patent UBoe* 


_ _, Steel Letters, a__.... 

perplate Engraving, executed at the shortest r 
terns for Castings made. Brands and S&icils t 
Drawing School —Instruction given in the ai 




UPHOLSTERY. 

/toREAT BED AND MATTRESS DEPOT, 36 South Cal - 
V-Jr vert street .-—On hand, and made to order, every known 
size and shape of Feather beds. Bolsters, and Pillows, in any 
quantity, and of such quality as has won for the subscriber the 
justly merited name of keeping the best, sweetestjand oheap- 

to order, all sizes of Hair, Moss, Husk, Wool, Cotton, aud 
Straw Mattresses and Palliases. In store, a large assortment 
of newest patterns Paper Hangings, suitable for parlors, halls, 
diuing rooms, chambers, Ac. Paper Hanging done at a mo¬ 
ment’s notice. Upholstering done in all its branches. 

N. B. Prices low, terms cash, and one price asked. 

April 99—-tf _ W. P. SPENCER. 


SHOES. 

T O THtE LADIES.—Thomas H. Stan rent d, southeast 
comer of Saratoga and Orem streets, Baltimore, keepB 
constantly on hand, and makes to order, the most fashionable 
Ladies, Misses, and Clriidren’s Shoes, of every description 
and material, and of the best quality, at the following low 
charges, reduced from his former prices. He sells nothing 
but his own make; consequently, he is prepared to warrant 
what he sells to be good. 

Thick Soles. —Gaiters, $3 to $2.36; Half Gaiters, #1.50 to 
$1.75; F. Boots,JL26; Jefferson's aud Tiesi #1.12 12. 

Thin Soles .—Tip and Ties, 70 cents to $1, White Satin. 
$1.37; Black Satin, $1.26; Clash, $1. 

Misses aud Children’s in proportion. Satin Shoes made for 
$i, when the ladies furnish the satin. April 22. 


T HE Proprietors of the Gay street Chair Ware Rooms 
would inform toeir friends and the publio generally, that 

and other Chairs, comprising mahogany, maple, walnut, aud 
a variety of imitation wood colors. They would request per¬ 
sons disposed to purchase to gtve them a call, as their assort- 
meut is not surpaased, if equalled, by any establishment in 
the oity. They woulfcalso inform shipping merchauts, that 

Bronze, Split Cane, Caue Seats,?Tops, Chair Stuff, Ab.faji 
which they ure willing to Bell on most accommodating terms. 
Baltimore, April22. A. A J. B. MATHIOT. 


BOOTS AND SHOES. 

T HOMAS BUTLER, Bool and Shoe Maker, may still be 
found at his old stand. No. 226 Pratt street, Baltimore, 
prepared to manufacture the cheapest and best work, for la- 


MED1CAL. 

D R. JOHN ROSE, Botanic Physician, and Practitioner 
if Electro-Magnetism, may be found at his offioe, 227 
West Pratt street, Baltimore, until 9 A. M.,aud between 12 
and 2 aud after S P. M"., unless professionally engaged. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 

^pOSITION and Duties of the North wi 


very, by Ai 
pamphlc 


of July, 1843. An inter 
' 22 pages. Prloe, 10 corns sings 
the Depository, 22 Spruce stre 

william 


JUDGE JAY'S LETTER TO BISHOP IVES. 

A LETTER to the Right Rev. L. SiUlinari Ives, Bishop of 
the Protestant. Episcopal Church in the State of North 

of his Diocese. By William Jay. Third edition. 

The numerous readers of this most excellent and interest¬ 
ing letter, published in the National Era in 1817, will be 

Committee ofche turner* 


t $2.40 per hundred,.- 

Orders, accompanied by tbi 




iw for Sale 


reoting by wi 
be forwarded, will be promptly exec 
WILLIAM HARN ED, 
22 Spruce Street, New Yorl 


LAW OFFICE, CHICAGO. 
/CALVIN DE WOLF, Attorney andCounseUo 
Yy Buildings, Clark street, Chicago, Illinois, 
attention paid to collections. 


Telegraph 

Particular 


Circuit court—second Monday In June and November. 
03“ Demands for suit shoald be on hand twenty days b 
ore the first day of each term. F eb. 3—1 yr. gr. 


LAW OFFICE, SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

S PENCER A NORTH, Attorneys and Counsellors i 
Law, Syraouse, New York. 

Office, Standard Buildings. ISRAEL S. SPENCER. 
Jan. 28 .—tl JOHN W. NORTH 


TYENTISTRY.-Dr. Leach, Surgeon and Mechanical Den- 
I J tist. North Charles street, opposite St. Paul’s ohuroh, 
Baltimore, attends to all Dental operations in the best man- 
ad at very reasonable prices. Having facilities not pos- 

_the best Porcelain Teeth at about one-half the usual 

prices, and in a style which, for appearance, adaptation, or 
durability, cannot be surpassed. Decayed Teeth stopped by 
filling, aud every plug warranted permanent. The Letheon 
administered in Surgical operations, when desired. Extract¬ 
ing Teeth under its inttuenoe, 50 cents; or without this, 25 


clothing. 


R obert JOHNSTON, Draper and Tailor, Fayette st. t 
first door east tf Howard street, Baltimore, respeotfully 
informs his friends and the pnblio that he him on hand a se- 

a super 
ter* find 


leot assortment of Cloths, Cassimeres, and Vei 
he will make up to order in a enperior manner 
' ' terras. Making and triimnlni 


PAPER HANGING. 

J OHN G. WILMOT, Paper Hanger and Upholste 
9(5 Baltimore street, near Holliday street, ie prei 
■ - kinds of Paper Hanging and Upholstering, r ‘ “ 

fcioe. Superior Venitian *- 

Husk, Moss, and " " 


n Blinds made to order; ai 


THE CHEAPEST ANTI-SLAVERY TRACT YET 
PUBLISHED. 

T he address of the southern and west¬ 
ern LIBERTY CONVENTION, held at Cincinnati, 
J une 11th and 12th, 1845, to the People of the United States: 
with notes, by a citizen of Pennsylvania. A pamphlet, con¬ 
taining 15 oloscly printed octavo pages of facts and statistics, 
showing the effects of Southern Slavery on the interests of 
this country; on flue paper aud handsome type, and sold at 
the exceedingly low rate of ten dollars per thousand, or one 
dollar per buncred! 

Orders, post paid, enclosing the money, and addressed to 
the subscriber, will he promptly executed; the order should 
state distinctly by what mode of conveyance they are to be 
sent. WILLIAM HARNED, 

March 30. 22 Spruoe Street, New York. 


BOOTS AND SHOES. 

R ICHARD MASON, Fashionable Boot and Shoe Maker’ 
has permanently located his establishment in the Wash" 
ington Hffll Building, No. 5 South Front street, near Balti¬ 
more street, where he is prepared to serve old or new oua’ 
tomers, on the most favorable terms, and with despatch, 
April 29. 
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stand on the same footing with, the white v 
There -were discriminations against them; and if 
there were any discriminations, they did not en¬ 
joy all the privileges of citizenship. 

Mr. Tuck interposed, and, the floor being yield- 
el begged leave to correot the gentleman in re- 
;ard to New Hampshire. Free negroes voted in 
New Hampshire; and he would inform the gen¬ 
tleman that very many of them were intelligent 
and respectable men. | A laugh.] 

Mr. Bayi.y continued. How many of them had 
the gentleman ever seen on the jury, at the bar, 
on the benoh of justice ? Not ouc, lie would un¬ 
dertake to say. And they could not marry a 
white woman. [A laugh.] And yet gentlemen 
came here and told them that they were free and 
equal. It wus not the faot anywhere. Look at 
Connecticut, in the very heart of New England. 
On a late oooasion p by an overwhelming popular 
vote, she had denied them the rightnf suffrage. 
Look at New York, Pennsylvania, to wvery State 
in the Union where thoy were not entitled to the 
enjoyment of the rights of tho white; and yet 
gentlemen talked to them about emancipating 
their slaves. Go home (said he) and emancipate 
your froo negroes. When you do that, we will 
listen to you with more patience. Until you have 
taken the beam out of your own eye, do not under¬ 
take to remove the mote from ours. 

But tho gentleman, not content with referring 
to the Legislature of Virginia, and her constitu¬ 
tion, had undertaken to tell tho House about her 
want of prosperity, and to refer them to the greater 
growth and success of other States. He (Mr. B.) 
knew that this was a very common idea; but he 
undertook to say, with some small knowledge ol 
the faot, that there was not one of the old States 
which had advanced in prosperity with 
steady, decided step than Virginia. He undertook 
to say. that there was no State in which the pro¬ 
gress of improvement had been more rapid and 
certain. He knew some of the new States had 
outstripped her. The cheapness of their, lands, 
and many other circumstances which he could not 
now stop to discuss, had stimulated them inti 
rapid prosperity; a prosperity which hehad uevei 
envied them. But ho maintained that, among thi 
old States of this Union, there was no Stab 
which had advaneed in population and wealth with 
move steady step than had Virginia. Even Ms 
saohusetts herself, with all the protection she had 
received from tho General Government, elevating 
kor and depressing us, has not a larger ratir 1 
representation, in comparison with Virginia, 
this floor, than she had in the first Congress under 
the Constitution. 

[Here Mr. Bayly referred again to St. Domin¬ 
go, and remarked: | 

The House would rocollect—those who had paid 
attention to his speech—that he had referred ex¬ 
pressly to tho faot that tlic Abolition Society ol 
London had furnished Ogl; with a ship, with men 
and money; and it wns by this aid, thus furnished 
by persons belonging to associations precisely sim¬ 
ilar to thoso that existed here, that these negroes 
hail been stirred up to insurrection, and been en¬ 
abled to succeed. Hew ? By outting the throatb 
of every white man, woman, and child, in 
island, exoept the few that esoaped. 

Mr. AsHMim wished to correct tho gentleman 
on one point. Ogd’s mission, he presumed the 
gentleman would rccolleot, was to vindicate the 
rights of the mulattoes against tho whites. Ilis 
mission was not emancipation. 

Mr. Bayly knew, as well as a man could expcol 
to know from general reading, the history of that 
transaction; and ho now repeated, if the gentle¬ 
man would go to his own historian, Edwards, he 
will find that the whites would have succeeded in 
suppressing this insurrection, hut for the men a 
money furnished by those Abolition fanatics 
England and France. And how did the mulattoes 
profit ? As he had said tho other day, after the 
whites were exterminated by the joint action ' 1 
the blaoks and the mulattoes, they were not y 
satiated with blood, and at a subsequent period 
tho blaoks turned upon the mulattoes themselves, 
and from that hour to this there had been nothing 
but confusion and bloodshod in that island, until 
. it was fast relapsing into that bafbarism which he 
fully believed it was impossible to keep the negro 
out of in any other way than by tho guardianship 
and protection of the white. He said now, whether 
by the torch of the incendiary and the dnggor oi 
the assassin, or by. the peaceful aotion of the Gov¬ 
ernment, emancipation oould never take place in 
any country where there was a predominance 
of blacks, without absolute destruction to the 
whitos. There was no man who was thoroughly 
acquainted with the black race who believed thal 
the two races oould ever live together in the same 
community as equals; they never did anywhere, 
and never oould. Loot to the British islands • 
British statesmen had admitted that their attempt 
at emancipation there had proved a failure. It 
took place under circumstances more factorable 
than oould ever again occur. The masters were 
in some sort compensated for their slaves by the 
appropriation of $100,000,000 ; and there was not 
that acute sting of wrong which would oe< 
where they were not thus emancipated; they 
derwent a probation often years; they had Brit¬ 
ish bayonets there, to keep them in order, and 
protect the. throats of white men against their 
murder; and yet, with all these safeguards, with 
all those favorable oiroumstanoes, which never 
did occur and never could ooour again, what, was 
the condition of things there? Look to tho de¬ 
bates in the British Parliament.; look to the ad¬ 
mission of her statesmen, and even of her Aboli¬ 
tion journals—and it wns everywhere conceded 
that the attempt had proved a failure. It had 
been maintained in the British Parliament, as it 
was here, that whito labor would be more profita¬ 
ble than Blavo labor; that emancipation would 
enhanoc the products of those islands. We of the 
South (said he) know otherwise. As young as he 
was, he reviewed in one of the periodicals of the 
day these positions; he was not wise after the 
fact; in 1833, in this article, which was in print, 
he had predicted exactly what had since occurred. 
He undertook to Bay there was no man in the 
South, who understood the negro character, who 
did not foresee precisely what had occurred. Eng¬ 
lish statesmen did not understand tho fact, whioh 
it waB a pity oould not bo learned here, that igno¬ 
rance and presumption were no substitute for 
knowledge, and that men cannot wisely regulate 
a Bubject who do not understand it. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had refer¬ 
red to (he was sorry ho |Mr. Aslmiun| had refer¬ 
red to so many miscellaneous subjects in this con¬ 
nection, for it had betrayed him into a discursive¬ 
ness of debate which he hoped he was not much 
accustomed to) and asked him if the Oregon bill, 
With the anti-slavery restriction, was a libel on 
the Southern States? He regretted that the gen¬ 
tleman had made it necessary for him to refer to 
the circumstances under whioh that, anti-slavery 
restriction was put in the bill It had been in 
none of tho Territorial bills that had preceded it, 
except the Wisconsin bill, and there in so loose 
and general phraseology that it had escaped the 
attention of the House. The effort had been 
abandoned in the ease of the Iowa bill, and had 
never been renewed. When the Oregon bill came 
into this House in 1845, reported by a gentleman 
1'rom a slave State, and from a committee the ma¬ 
jority of whom wero from non-slaveholding States, 
there was no such restriction in it. It was placed 
there—and he regretted it—on the motion of a 
gentleman whose elevated personal okaraoter, 
whose elegant accomplishments, whose urbanity, 
whose ability, whose statesmanship, ought to have 
made him scorn to have participated in any such 
proceedings—by the gentleman who then, as now, 
represented the oity of Boston, it was brought 
there against all preoedent, against all necessity— 
circumstances which he regretted, ns ho regretted 
the source from which it came. If it had oorne 
from such a souroo as this amendment, he should 
have expooted nothing better; but lie confessed 
ho was disappointed, mortified, to see it come 
from the source from whioh it did. 

Tuesday, April H, 1848. 

Mr. Palfrey rose as soon as tho Journal had 
been read, and moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the joint resolution from the Senate, 
tendering the congratulations of tho American to 
tho French people, on the consolidation of a 
French Republic and the principles of liberty, 
was passed yesterday. 

Mr. Palfrey said he was desirous yesterday to 
offer an amendment to tho resolutions when thoy 
were ponding, but he was prevented by tho mo¬ 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stephens] 
for tho previous question. If he had had an op¬ 
portunity, he should have offered the following 
resolution ns an amendment, to bo prefixed t.r *’ 1 
series of resolutions that were.introduced : 

Resolved , That no despotism is more effeotive 
than that whioh exists under the semblance of 
popular institutions ; and that a. great nation, 
emancipated from the control of an oligarchy of 
two hundred thousand voting citizens, is entitled 
to the congratulations of every friend of freedom. 

The French Government lately overthrown was 
said, at the time of its institution, to be a throne 
surrounded by popular institutions—by institu¬ 
tions of a republican character—and yet it came 
to this, that about two hundred thousand voting 
citizens wielded the power of that Republic, and 
governed some thirty-five millions of men. They 
did it in the way in whioh other oligarchies, other 
monarchies, have done it in other days, without 
disturbing tho forms of republicanism, acting 
through the channels of republican government, 
yet wielding an arbitrary and tyrannical power 
by means of influence, of bribery, of intimida¬ 
tion, and in other ways. The time, however, had 
gone by, and he should not now offer his amend¬ 
ment. But he would take oooasion, which he 
could have desired to have had yesterday, to make 
a remark or two, called forth by some observa¬ 
tions of thegentloman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayly,] 
yrkom he saw near him. He did not hear the 


gentleman from Virginia distinctly, though he 
sat near that gentleman. The observations of the 
gentleman from Virginia, as the gentleman had 
himself very properly said, were very discursive, 
though certainly interesting, as far as he (Mr. P.) 
oould hear them. I Jedid not hear them distinctly, 
because his hearing, never the quickest, was 
affected by indisposition under which he labored. 

He was not now proposing to follow the gen¬ 
tleman from Virginia in the general course ot his 
remarks. He had no means of doing it. He 
sought the moans in the newspapers—or rather 
in tiie newspaper, the National Intelligencer —this 
morning, that he might see the remarks of the 
gentleman from Virginia, and revive his own im¬ 
pressions, and correot any errors into whioh he 
might have fallen. There was no report, how¬ 
ever, there; so that he was thrown entirely on 
his own very imperfect recollection. He was, 
nevertheless, obliged to address tho House to-day, 
if at all; for tho privilege of moving a reconsider¬ 
ation, whioh gave him the right to address the 
House, would be exhausted to-morrow. 

As he had said, he did not propose to follow 
the gentleman from Virginia inathe whole range 
of his remarks; it was only on one or two of the 
most important topics which that gentleman had 
brought forward that he should touch; and par¬ 
ticularly he wished to oorrect the gentleman’s 
impression—for he supposed the gentleman from 
Virginia did not wish to rest under any misappre¬ 
hension, or mislead any of those who repose con¬ 
fidence in him—respecting a certain state of sen¬ 
timent and law in Massachusetts, to which the 
gentleman had alluded. He might, to be sure, 
have interrupted the gentleman from Virginia, 
when he was treating on this topic yesterday, but 
he saw the gentleman from Virginia was in much 
better hands than his own—he alluded to his col¬ 
league, (Mr. Ashmun,] IIo was far from saying 
that Massachusetts, in this or any particular, en¬ 
tirely conformed to the idea of a perfect Common¬ 
wealth. He knew there was nothing perfect here 
below, in cither the individual or the social state. 
Ho was far from maintaining that the practices 
of Massachusetts conformed to her theories. But 
one thing he would tell the gentleman from Vir¬ 
ginia. that Massachusetts was not too old to grow 
wiser; and she was growing wiser day by day, 
thank God. Massachusetts was a little younger 
than Virginia; and if he might draw an inference 
from what had fallen from the gentleman from 
Virginia, he feared that Virginia was too old to 
grow wiser. 

The gentleman from Virginia had adverted to 
the marriage laws of Massachusetts—and he 
begged, if his recollection of what the gentleman 
from Virginia had said was not correct, that the 
gentleman would correct him. Massachusetts 
saw that there wero people within her borders of 
mingled blood. Mulattoes wero born in Massa¬ 
chusetts. Ho presumed mulattoes were born in 
Virginia. There were mulattoes there in 1836, 
1843, and 1844. He stated that faot from his own 
observation. Well, Massachusetts thought—her 
Legislative will was—that if there were to be 
persons born there of mingled blood, there should 
bo no legal obstacle to their being honestly born; 
and so she declared by her laws some five oi 
years ago. 

The gentleman from Virginia, in speaking of 
tho social position of the colored race in Massa¬ 
chusetts, asked if it had been known that a colored 
man had ever served on a jury. He (Mr. P.) 
oould not answer that question; but he could tell 
tho gentleman from Virginia how the laws of 
Massachusetts stood on that subject, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. The laws of Mas¬ 
sachusetts specified no distinction of color among 
the qualifications of jurymen, and a colored man 
wns us liable to be draughted to sit in the jury 
box ns a white man. 

Mr. Bayly asked the gentleman from Massa¬ 
chusetts to yield the floor for explanation. 

Mr. Palfrey assented. 

Mr. Bayly said he had referred to instances of 
a universal social feeling repealing the laws of the 
State. 

Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, inquired what the 
question was that was before the House. 

The Speaker replied, that it was on a motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Pal¬ 
frey] to reconsider the vote of the House yester¬ 
day, adopting the resolutions congratulating the 
French on the establishment of a Republican 
Government. 

Mr. Brown inquired if those resolutions were 
now before the House, and if they had not been 
returned to the Senate ? And if they had been 
returned to the Senate, If this motion was now 
in order? 

The Speaker explained that the rules of the 
House gave the privilege to move a reconsidera¬ 
tion on the day on which a vote was taken, or on 
the day succeeding; and such privilege was not 
superseded by the return of the resolutions to 
the Senate. That point had been frequently set¬ 
tled in this House. He would, however, state, na 
a matter of fact, that he understood that the 
papers were still in the hands of the Clerk. 

Mr. Palfrey then resumed. He said he was 
the most helpless man in this House in the hands 
of a tactician—tho rules might choke him off 
from all participation in debate, and he should 
not know how to help himself. He once thought 
he knew something of Parliamentary law, but the 
Rules aud Orders of this House were an un¬ 
fathomable mystery to him. He believed, how¬ 
ever, thaj the rules had been applied by the Chair 
honestly* and justly. Ho was sometimes fain 
merely to rise in liis place, as he and the Speaker 
had been taught to do, when boys at school in 
Now England, to say, “"Sir, may I speak ?” 

The gentleman from Virginia had suggested a 
case in which he supposed the laws to be over¬ 
ridden by public sentiment. Now, he did not 
know but that the gentleman from Virginia was 
right. He (Mr. P.) had never sat on a jury; he 
had never argued before a jury ; he had never 
been tried by a jury. He knew not, then, how 
that might be; but this he knew, that the select¬ 
men of the town placed in a box the names of 
those oitizens who were eligible to serve on juries. 
The law gave them a discretion as to the names 
they should place there, and they were authoriz¬ 
ed to deposite thenamesof those that they thought 
suitable. Ho supposed that the actual practioe 
would be found to conform to the views of town 
officers. 

But the gentleman from Virginia looked a little 
higher, and he asked if a colored man had been 
ever heard of on the bench ? Now, had a justice’s 
court a bench ? |Mr. Bayly assented.] A jus- 
tioe’B oourt liod a bench; and not many montliB 
had passed sinoe, in his humble capacity of Sec¬ 
retary of State of the Commonwealth of Massa¬ 
chusetts, lie set the groat seal of that Common¬ 
wealth to the commission of a gentleman learned 
in the law. who, he believed, was nearly as black 
as his (Mr. P.’s) coat. And if the gentleman 
from Virginia should go to Massachusetts, as he 
(Mr. P.) hoped he would, andif hegot into trouble 
there, which he (Mr. P.) hoped he would not, he 
was as likely to have justice, tempered with 
mercy, meted out to him by that respectable 
magistrate as by any other person bearing a judi¬ 
cial commission in the old Bay State. 

The gentleman from Virginia said something 
too about the Legislature. Now, he (Mr. P.) was 
in the Legislature of Massachusetts in the years 
1842and 1813 ; and in one of those years—1842 he 
believed—it was said in the House that a colored 
man was chosen from one of the towns of Massa¬ 
chusetts to represent it in the Legislature. He 
believed he spoke truly on this question, though 
ho had never seen the election certificate. He 
believed the town to whioh ho referred was tho 
town of Pepperell. [Some gentleman remarked 
that it was the town‘of Townsend.] He was in¬ 
formed by a friend near him that it was the town 
of Townsend, which was next to Pepperell. 

Mr. Bavly. Did he take his seat ? 

Mr. Palfrev. That was a very pertinent ques¬ 
tion. I-Ie did not. If he had, he (Mr. P) hail no 
doubt he would ha\e been treated with proper 
respect and courtesy there ; and, for anything he 
knew, that oolored representative might have been 
chairman of the committee on the Latimer peti¬ 
tion, which reported a law making it highly penal 
for the officers of the Commonwealth to employ 
themselves in arresting fugitive negroes, and for¬ 
bidding the use of the jails for such a purpose. 
But he did not take his seat. Perhaps he had no 
political ambition. He (Mr. P.) dared say he was 
a modest man, and did not desire a seat in the 
Legislature. Would not the gentleman from 
Virginia be modest about taking a seat in a Legis¬ 
lature where all its members were of a color dif¬ 
ferent from his own ? 

The gentleman from Virginia had alluded to 
some other particulars of the social position of 
those persons. He would say to that gentleman, 
that they associate with our children in the pub- 
lio schools—those institutions whioh make the 
great glory of our Commonwealth, and give her, 
directly and indirectly, that standing whioh she 
has in this Confederacy of Republics. After 
making a few remarks some weeks ago in this 
House, whioh were published in the National In¬ 
telligencer, he received a letter from a gentleman 
who resides in the town of New Bedford, with 
whom he was not acquainted, but, on making in¬ 
quiry from the gentleman who represented the 
tenth Congressional district of Massachusetts, 
who was now absent, he had learned that tho 
writer was a gentleman of wealth, and standing, 
and respectability, and philanthropy, and educa¬ 
tion. The writer gave him some facts which ho 
believed would be interesting to the gentleman 
from Virginia, and to other members of this 
House. Amongst other things in that letter, he 
said: 

“ There are in this oity about twelve or thir¬ 
teen hundred colored people, and of that number 
between three hundred and four hundred are 
slaves, or rather were slaves, but have emanci¬ 
pated themselves, as Frederick Douglass would 
say, by 1 praying with their heels.’ This olass of 


ginia. [I 


people are beginning to improve themselves. Tho 
signs are already visible, both as to deportment 
and mental improvement. Last year, the first 
scholar in our high school (which is among the 
first in the State) was a colored girl—one who 
was far above all others, (1 think in all the 
branches.) and one whose composition would have 
done no discredit to a graduate of Harvard. * * 
* * In addition to this, there are two oolored 
boys in our public schools, each of whom is as black 
as possible, and who stand at the very head of their 
classes in mathematics. Moreover, there is a 
colored girl who, though not the first, was amODg 
the first of her class when she graduated in our 
high school about two years sinoe, who has since 
established an infant school among the colored 
children. * * * * There is also a colored 
man here who is worth twenty thousand dollars, 
who has, within a few years, twice visited France 
and travelled, who speaks French with accuracy, 
and is quite a good Latin scholar, and, moreover, 
somewhat of a poet, and of good moral character. 
There are some others worth from two to ten 
thousand dollars.” 

Mr. Palfrey said he would add, that he had 
lately known something of a charming boy, whom 
God in his mysterious Providence had seen fit to 
take away. [Voices: ‘’Charming!” “A charm¬ 
ing negro ! ”] Yes, (said Mr. P.,) I said tho word, 
and 1 do not take it back because of the sneers of 
gentlemen. The expression was unpremeditated, 
but the reception it meets only attracts my atten¬ 
tion to its propriety. I do not know what there 
is that has a charm for rightly thinking men, 
be not moral and intellectual excellence. 1 repeat 
it—a charming and most interesting colored boy, 
who, as his instructor (an accomplished and expe¬ 
rienced teacher) informed me, was the bestsoholar 
he had in all the departments of the institution; 
a youth of amiable manners and gentlemanly and 
correot deportment in all respects—one who in¬ 
spired respect and regard among all his white as¬ 
sociates. He was fitted for the oldest university 
in the country. But God took him away. Had 
his life been spared, that youth would now have 
been in that oldest of American universities. He 
would there have been the equal associate, per¬ 
haps the successful competitor, of Mr. P.’s own 
son, and of the son of a gentleman from South 
Carolina, not now in his place. Mr. P. could say, 
for his own son, that bad he not treated this lad 
with every demonstration of respect and good 
will, his father would not have felt for him that 
esteem and confidence whioh he now felt. 

Mr. P. went on to say, that he had no wish 
depart from the regular and orderly course 
business in the House. He had been led into t 
course of remark in which he had indulged by 
of the remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
[Mr. Bayly,] who did not, he was very sure, 

.. to remain under a misapprehension of the 

true state of faots in regard to which he was 
speaking. 

Before he resumed his seat, he would add one 
word in regard to the action of the Senate of Vir¬ 
ginia respecting his lamented friend, Mr. Adams. 
Mr. P. supposed that his colleague [Mr. Ashmunl 
had not meant to express displeasure at what had 
been done by that body. Certainly Mr. P. felt 
none. Honesty was first of all the virtues, and 
one whioh Mr. P. ever desired to maintain, both 
in himself and others. He would not praise the 
dead because they were dead. Let liiB tongue be 
palsied before it uttered oommendation of soi 
departed men. prominent in American history, 
whom he had heard animated laudations in that 
House. He held that the Senate of Virginia ought, 
in their course of public aotion, to be true to the 
opinions they held. The misfortune was, not that 
they acted according to their opinions, but that 
they held such opinions. They could not sympa¬ 
thize with that great life; they were unable 
appreciate its noble aims, and they were right 
not saying that they did. But other times we 
coming for Virginia. Tho time was ooming, per¬ 
haps was not very far off, that her sons, when 
showing her public records to a stranger, would 
turn over that leaf hastily, as not liking to remem¬ 
ber or to dwell upon it. The days were hasten¬ 
ing on when Virginia would again come to the 
van of public opinion. She had stood there once— 
she would stand there again. If the great State 
of Virginia, for a quarter of a century, had not 
exerted any appreciable influence in the councils 
of this nation, it could never be forgotten that her 
influence was once great and salutary, and it 
would he again. She possessed material whioh, 
under better appliances than what now existed, 
would yet make its due contribution to the glory 
of the Republic ; and when that bright day should 
come, then, he repeated it, would this be turned 
hastily over, as a defaced leaf in her history. The 
gentleman remembered the inscription written 
the monument of Moliere, who had failed, by o_~ 
or two votes, of admission into the French Acad¬ 
emy. On his death, the Academy dcoreed him 
monument in their own hall, on which, by their 
order, this was written: “ fiien ne monyiurie'd sa 
s;loire ; il manr/uait d la n «/«”—“Nothing was 
wanting to his glory; he was wanting to ours.” 
So it might be said of this proceeding of the Sen¬ 
ate of Virginia: her condolence was not wanting 
to the glory of Mr. Adams; but a due expression 
of regret at his loss was wanting to hers. 

[Some interlocutory conversation here took 
place between Mr. Palfrey and Mr. Johnson, of 
Tennessee; after which, Mr. Palfrey continued:] 

The definite object for which he had risen was 
to move a reconsideration of the resolution of the 
Senate, so that it might be amended by the sub¬ 
stitution of the language of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Stephens.] He considered that pro¬ 
posed amendment as fully meeting the case, and 
as very happily expressed. Mr. P. said he dread¬ 
ed tho resolution on the table. He had, indeed, 
voted for it, because he did not like on such an 
occasion to sit silent, and because he was unwill¬ 
ing to vote “ nay” on such an occasion. In yield¬ 
ing his vote, he did it rather in favor of ,what he 
supposed the resolution was intended to convey, 
than that which it actually expressed. 

Mr. P. would not speak in a disrespectful tone 
of any gentleman in the House, nor did he know 
vrlio it was that had draughted this resolution; but, 
to speak the real truth, he did not know what it 
meant. If anybody knew what “consolidating the 
principles of liberty ” meant, and that the French 
had done it, he knew more than Mr. P., which to 
be sure, was not saying much. [A laugh.] No; 
the language was French,, and sadly modern 
French, too. No such Frenoh could be got out 
of the pages of Voltaire. It was the French of 
Cousin and that school. For aught he knew, the 
phrase in question might have been drawn from 
some of the speeches or papers of Lamartine, in 
whose proclamations and harangues, while there 
were many very good things, there were others, 
like those of a much greater character, “some 
things hard to be understood.” 

The French loved a brilliant saying as well 
anybody ; and they might be gratified by the e 
thusiastic sympathy which our resolutions were 
intended to express But they were a people of 
taste; they bore a keen lash, and had as keen a 
sense of the ridiculous; and Mr. P. confessed he 
should not like to be present when this resolu¬ 
tion should be read in the French Legislative 
Hall, for he verily believed it would excite such 
merriment as would be little flattering to ou 
tionnl vanity. He hoped, for the sake of our 
good taste and exactness, that the resolution 
would be reconsidered and amended. 

Prom Howitt’s Journal. 

A REMARKABLE DREAM. 

WARNINGS AND PROVIDENCES. 

The proof of the truth of the following state¬ 
ment, taken from the Counter tk VEurope, rests 
not only upon the known veracity of the narra¬ 
tor, hut upon the fact that the whole occurrence 
is registered in the judicial records of the crimi¬ 
nal trials of the Province of Languedoc. We 
give it as we heard it from the lips of the dream¬ 
er, as nearly as possible in his own words. 

As the junior partner in a commercial house at 
Lyons, I had been travelling for some time on the 
business of the firm, when one evening, in the 
month of June, 1761,1 arrived at a town in Lan¬ 
guedoc, where I had never before been. I put 
up in a quiet inn in the suburbs, and, being very 
much fatigued, ordered dinner at once, and went 
to bed almost Immediately after, determining to 
begin very early in the morning my visits tc *’ - 
different merchants. 

I was no sooner in bed than I fell into a deep 
sleep, and had a dream that made the strongest 
impression upon me. 

1 thought that I had arrived at the same town, 
but in the middle of the day instead of the even¬ 
ing, as wns really the case—that I had stopped at 
the very same inn, and gone out immediately, as 
an unoccupied stranger would do, to see whatever 
was worthy of observation in the place. I walked 
down the main street into another street, crossing 
it at right angles, and apparently leading into the 
country. 1 had not gone very far, when I came to 
a church, the Gothic portal of which I stopped to 
examine. When I had satisfied my curiosity, I 
advanced to a by-path which branched off from 
the main street. Obeying an impulse which I 
could neither account for nor control, I struck 
into this path, though it was winding, rugged, 
and unfrequented, and presently reached a mis¬ 
erable cottage, in front of which was a garden 
covered with weeds. I had no difficulty in get¬ 
ting into the garden, for the hedge had several 
gaps in it wide enough to admit four carts abreast, 
t approached an old well which stood, solitary 
and gloomy, in a distant corner, and looking down 
into it I beheld distinctly, without any possibility 
of mistake, a corpse which had been stabbed in 
several places. I counted the deep wounds and 
the wide gashes whence the blood was flowing. 

I would have cried out; but my tongue clove 
to the roof of my mouth. At this moment I 
awoke with my hair on end, trembling in every 


limb, and cold drops of perspiration bedewing my 
forehead—awoke to find myself comfortably in 
bed, my trunk standing beside me; birds war¬ 
bling cheerfully around the window: whilst a 
young dear voice was singing a provincial air in 
the next room, arid the morning sun was shining 
brightly through the curtains. 

1 sprang from my bed, dressed myself, and. as it 
was yet very early, I thought I would seek an ap¬ 
petite for my breakfast by a morning walk. 1 
went accordingly into the street and strolled 
along. The farther I went the stronger became 
the confused recollection of the objects that pre¬ 
sented themselves to my view. “It is very 
Btrange,” 1 thought: “ I have never been here be¬ 
fore, aud I could swear that I have seen this 
house, and the next, and that other on the loft.” 
On I went till I came to the corner of a street 
orossing the one down which 1 had come. For 
the first time 1 remembered my dream, but 
put away the thought as too absurd; still, at every 
step I took, some fresh point of resemblance 
struck me. “ Am I still dreaming?” I exclaimed, 
not without a momentary thrill through my whole 
frame. “ Is the agreement to he perfect to the 
very end ?” Before long I reached the church, 
with the same architectural features that had at¬ 
tracted my notice in the dream, and then the high 
road, along which I pursued my way, coming at 
length to the same by-path that had presented it¬ 
self to my imagination a few hours before—there 
was no possibility of doubt or mistake. Every 
tree, every turn, was familiar to me. I was not 
at all of a superstitious turn; and was wholly en¬ 
grossed in the practical details of commercial 
business. My mind had never dwelt upon the 
hallucinations, the presentiments, that saience 
either denies or is unable to explain ; but 1 must 
confess that I now felt myself spell-bound as by 
some enchantment—and with Pascal’s words on 
my lips, “A continued dream would be equal to 
reality,” I hurried forward, no longer doubting 
that the next moment would bring me t,o the cot¬ 
tage, and this really was the case. In all its out¬ 
ward circumstances it corresponded to what I had 
seen it in my dream. Who then could wonder 
that I determined to ascertain whether the coin¬ 
cidence would hold good in every other point 1 1 
entered the garden, and went direct to the spot 
on which I had seen the well; but here the re¬ 
semblance failed—well, there was none. I looked 
in every direction, examined the whole garden, 
went round the cottage, which appeared to be in¬ 
habited, although no person was visible, but no¬ 
where could I find any vestige of a well. 

I made no attempt to enter the cottage, but has¬ 
tened back to the hotel in a state of agitation dif¬ 
ficult to describe; I could not make up my mind 
to pass unnoticed such extraordinary coinci¬ 
dences—but how was any elew to be obtained 
to the terrible mystery-? 

I went to the landlord, and, after chatting with 
him for some time on different subjects, I enrne to 
the point, and asked him directly to whom the 
cottage belonged, that was on a by-road, which 
described to him. 

“ I wonder, sir,” said he, “ what made you take 
such particular notice of such a wretched little 
hovel. It is inhabited by an old man with his 
wife, who have the character of being very mo¬ 
rose and unsociable. They rarely leave the 
house, see nobody, and nobody goes to see them ; 
but they are quiet enough, and I never heard 
anything against them beyond this. Of late, their 
very existence seems to have been forgotten ; and 
I believe, sir, that you are first who, for years, 
has turned your steps to the deserted spot.” 

These details, far from satisfying my curiosity, 
did but provoke it the more. Breakfast was 
served, hut I could not touch it, and 1 felt that it 
I presented myself to the merchants in such a 
state of excitement, they would think me mad: 
and, indeed, I felt very much excited. I paced 
up and down the room, looked out at the window, 
trying to fix my attention on some external ob¬ 
ject, but in vain. I endeavored to interest my¬ 
self in a quarrel between two men in the street— 
but tho garden and the cottage pre-occupied my 
mind; and 04 last, snatching my hat, I cried, 
“ I will go, come what may.” 

I repaired to the nearest magistrate, told him 
the object, of my visit, and related the whole cir¬ 
cumstance, briefly and clearly. 1 saw directly 
that he was much impressed by my statement. 

“It is, indeed, very strange,” said ha; “and 
after what has happened, I do not think Lam at 
liberty to leave the matter without further in¬ 
quiry. Important business will prevent my 
companying you in a search, but I will place 
of the police at your command. Go once mor 
the hovel, see its inhabitants, and search every 
part of it. You may perhaps make some impor¬ 
tant discovery.” 

I suffered hut a very few moments to elapse be¬ 
fore I was on my way, accompanied by the two offi¬ 
cers, and we soon reached the cottage. We 
knocked, and, after waitjng some time, an old man 
opened the door. H* received us somewhat un¬ 
civilly, but showed no mark of suspicion, nor. in¬ 
deed, of any other emotion, when we told him we 
wished to search the house. 

“ Very well, gentlemen, os fast and as soon as 
you like,” was his reply. 

“ Have you a well here ?” I inquired. 

“ No, Bir; we are obliged to go for water to a 
spring at a considerable distance.” 

We searched the house, which I did, I confess, 
with a kind of feverish excitement, expecting 
every moment to bring some fatal secret to light 
Meanwhile, the man gazed upon us with an im 
penetrable vacancy of look, and we at last left the 
cottage without seeing anything that could confirm 
my suspicions. I resolved to inspect the garden 
once more; and a number of idlers having been by 
this time collected, drawn to the spot by the sight 
of a stranger with two armed men, engaged in 
searching the premises, I made inquiries of some 
of them, whether they knew anything about a 
well in that place. I could get no information at 
first, but at length an old woman came slowly for¬ 
ward. leaning on a crutch. 

“ A well!” cried she; “ is it the well you are 
looking after : That has been gone these thirty 
years. 1 remember it as if it were only yesterday, 
how, many a time, when I was a young girl, 1 
used to amuse myself by throwing stones into it, 
and hearing the splash they used to make in the 

“And could you tell where that well used 
to be ?” asked 1, almost breathless with excite- 

“ As near as I can remember, on tho very spot 
on whioh your honor is standing,” said the old 
woman. 

“ I could have sworn it,” thought I, springing 
from the place as if I had trod upon n scorpion. 

Need I say that we set to work to dig up the 
ground. At about eighteen inches deep, we camo 
to a layer of bricks, which, being broken up, gave 
to view some boards which were easily removed, 
after whioh we beheld the mouth of the well. 

“ I was quite sure it was here,” said the woman. 
What a fool the old fellow was to stop it up, and 
then have to go so far for water!” 

A sounding-line, furnished with hooks, was now 
let down into the well; the crowd pressing around 
us, and breathlessly bending over the dark and 
fetid hole, the secrets of whioh seemed hidden in 
impenetrable obscurity. This was repeated sev¬ 
eral times, without aiiy result. At length, pene¬ 
trating below the mud, the hooks caught in an 
old chest, upon the top of which had been thrown 
a great many large stones, and. after much time 
and effort, we succeeded in raising it to daylight. 
The sides and lid were decayed and rotten; it 
needed no locksmith to open it; and we found 
within what 1 was certain we should find, and 
whioh paralyzed with horror all the spectators 
who had not my pre-convictions—we found the 
remains of a human body. 

The police officers who had accompanied me 
now rushed into the house, and secured the per¬ 
son of the old man. As to his wife, no one could 
at first tell what had become of her ; after some 
searftli, however, she was found, hidden behind a 
bundle of fagots. 

By this time, nearly the whole town had gath¬ 
ered around the spot; and now that this horrible 
faot had come to light, everybody had some crime 
to tell of, which had been laid to the charge of 
the old couple. The people who predict after 


The old couple were brought before the proper 
authorities, and privately and separately exam¬ 
ined. The old man persisted in his denial most 
pertinaciously, but his wife at length confessed, 
that in concert with her husband she had once, a 
very long time ago, murdered a pedlar, whom 
they had met one night on the high road, and who 
had been incautious enough to tell them of a con¬ 
siderable sum of money whioh he had about him, 
and whom, in consequence, they induced to pass 
the night at their house. They had taken advan¬ 
tage of the heavy sleep produced by fatigue, to 
strangle him, his body had been put into the 
chest, the chest thrown into the well, and the well 
stopped up. 

The pedlar being from another country, his 
disappearance had occasioned no inquiry; there 
was no witness of the crime, and its traces had 
been carefully concealed from every eye; the two 
criminals had good reason to believe themselves 
secure from detection. They had not, however, 
been able to silence the voice of conscience; they 
fled from the sight of their fellow-men; they 
thought they beheld, wherever they turned, mute 
accusers; they trembled at the slightest noise, 
and silence thrilled them with terror. They had 
often formed a determination to leave the scene of 
their crime, to fly to some distant land; but still 
some undefinable fascination kept them near the 
remains of their victim. 

Terrified by the deposition of his wife, and un¬ 
able to resist the overwhelming proofs against 
him, the man at length made a similar confession, 
and six weeks after the unhappy criminals died 
on the scaffold, in accordance with the sentence 
of the Parliament of Toulouse. 


For the National Era. 

A "SINGULAR STORY. 

To the Editor : I take tho liberty of sending 
you a short article, whioh 1 have translated from 
the Magazin Universel, published in Paris. 

Bubui.cus. 

I am about to recount a story, which, like many 
others of the same kind, Mr. Thomason, a mis¬ 
sionary, has lately told in a public meeting held 
on the subject of slavery. 

A young physician, of much merit and know¬ 
ledge, made a journey from his native town in 
one of the Nortnern Slates to a town in Missis¬ 
sippi. This young man, whose name was Wallis, 

‘ >k lodgings in a furnished house. The mistress 
it, a young woman about twenty years old, in¬ 
spired in him the most ardent love. Although 
the color of the young woman was not the purest 
white, the doctor, haviug no prejudice against the 
colored race, offered her his hand, which was ac¬ 
cepted. The marriage took place almost secretly, 
and the happy couple went soon afterwards to es¬ 
tablish themselves in Washington, in the District 
of Columbia. 

Thoy had not been there long, where they 
lived peaceably and retired, when one morning 
an individual, who had all the manners and ap¬ 
pearance of a gentleman, presented himself at 
Dr. Wallis’s, under pretence of business. The 
conversation proceeded, when the stranger ad¬ 
dressed tho following indiscreet question to the 

“ Did you not bring a woman with you from 
the South, sir ?” 

“ No, sir; I do not understand you.” 

“How!” rejoined the stranger; “did not your 
wife come with you from Mississippi?” 

"I believe she was born in that country,” said 
the doctor. 

“Well, your wife, as you call hor, is my slave; 
and unless you pay me immediately nine hundred 
dollars, for her purchase, I will to-morrow adver¬ 
tise her ns a runaway slave. In fact, she is worth 
a thousand dollars at leaBt; but, ns you have mar¬ 
ried her, 1 will abate something.” 

“ Your Blave 1” exolaimed the astonished doctor, 

“ that is impossible.” 

“ Whether you believo me or not,” oried the 
other, “ you must give her up, or pay the money. 
If, in twenty-four hows, the money is not sent to 
my hotel, 1 promise you, tny dear sir, that you 
will see the name of Mrs. W allis in the newpo- 
pers, as that of a fugitive Slave.” 

As soon as the man was gone, the doctor Went 
to his wife, whose good qualities, virtues, and 
graces, rendered her so dear to him. 

“My dear angel,” said he, “when we were 
married, were you a slave ?” 

“Yes, I was;” she confessed; at the same time 
shedding abundant tears. 

“Why did you not tell me before the ceremony 
was performed ?” 

“ 1 did not dare do it. Could I have expected 
you would have allied yourself to a slave ?” 

“Well, now i know it, I will give the nine 
hundred dollars required, for I love you too much 
to consent to a separation.” 

During this short dialogue, Mrs. Wallis was 
laboring under the most lively agitation. She 
asked her husband to describe the appearance of 
the olaimant; which he did as exactly as possi¬ 
ble ; then he asked her whether the description 
answered to that of her ancient master. 

“Yes,” said she, casting down her eyes; “he 
is more thau my master; he is my father.” 

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Pawed ut the First Session of the Thirtieth Congress. 

[Public —No. 1.] 

AN ACT making an appropriation to supply, in 
part, a deficiency in the appropriations for sub¬ 
sistence in kind of the army and volunteers 
during the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent¬ 
atives of the United Stales of America in Congress 
assembled. That the sum of one million of dollars 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to sup¬ 
ply, iu part, a deficiency In tho appropriations for 
subsistence in kind of the army and volunteers 
during the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Robert C. Wintkrop, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

G. M. Dallas, 

President of the Senate. 
Approved January 4,1848. 

James K. Polk. 

[Public—N o. 2.] 

AN ACT to authorize the issuing of a register to 

Be' it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent¬ 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled , That there be issued, under the direc¬ 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, a register 
for the barque Canton, formerly a I-Iaytien vessel, 
but now owned by William T. Say ward, J..R. 
Kimball, and H. C. Unwell, oitizens of the State 
of Maine, and which said vessel, having been 
wrecked and condemned on one of the Musclo 
Ridge Islands, was purchased by them, and whioh 
they have caused to be repaired and refitted for sea 
again: provided it shall be proved, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the 
cost of the repairs made in the United States, af¬ 
ter the purchase of the said vessel by the present 
owners, exceeds three-fourths of the original cost 
of building a vessel of the same tonnage in the 
United States. 

Approved January 14, 1848. 

[Public —No. 3.] 

AN ACT authorizing the Secretary of the Treas¬ 
ury to grant a register to the barque Sarah and 
Eliza. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rejrresent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there be issued, under the direc¬ 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, a register 
for the barque Sarah and Eliza, formerly a Brit¬ 
ish vessel, but now owned by Joshua T. Jones, 
Charles H. Jones, and Thomas Bell, oitizens of 
the State of New York; and which said vessel, 
having been wrecked and condemned on the ooast 
of Maryland, was purchased by them, got off, and 
towed to New York, repaired, and refitted for 
sea: provided it shall be proved, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the 
cost thereof, after the purchase of the said vessel 
by the present owners, exceeds three-fourths of 
the original cost of building a vessel of the same 
tonnage in the United States. 

Approved, January 24, 1848. 


"t 7" ALU ABLE premiums tc 
V early, while the terms a 

THE LONDON H aUARfERLY REVIEW, 
THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, 

THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW, 

THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW, and 
BLACKWOOD’S EDINB’GH MAGAZINE. 

The above Periodicals are reprinted in Nc.w York, immeili- 
ifcely on their arrival by the British steamers, in a beautiful 
dear type, on flue white paper, and are faithful copies of tL* 
originals— Blackwood's Magazine being an exact fac-simik 
of the Edinburgh edition. 

^hey embrace the views of the three great parties iu Eng- 
—Tory, Whig, and Radical. “ Blackwood ” and the “ Eon- 
Quarterly ” are Tory, the “Edinburgh Review” Whig, 
the “Westminster Review” Radical. The “North 


of the very highest order. 

PRICES FOR 1848, (if subscri! 
For any one of the four Reviews, 

For any two of the Reviews, 

For any three of the Reviews, 

For all four of the Reviews, 

For Blackwood’s Magazine, 

For Blackwood aud three Reviews, 
For Blackwood and the four Reviews 




wood’s Maga: 


ts of that w< 


EARLY COPIES, 
at with the British publishc 

_ „ _ 

lauds of subscribers before any portibn of it can be reprhit- 
d in any of the American jounia's. For this and other ad¬ 
vantages secured to our subscribers, we pay to Urge a con 
sideration, that we may be compelled to raise the price of 
-‘he Magazine. Therefore,we repeat, “subscribe eariy,While- 

Remittances aud communications should be always ad- 
repsod, poetpaid or ranked, to the publishers. 

LEONARD SCOTT & CO.. 
March 23. 79 Fulton street, New York. 


LA hi) OIL. 

JMFROVED LARI) OIL.—Lard Oil of the finest quality, 
woollens, being manufactured without acids, can always be 
purchased and shipped in strong barrels, prepared expressl} 
to prevent leakage. Orders received and executed for tin 
Lake, Atlautic, and Southern cities, also for the West Indiet 
and Canadas. Apply to 
THOMAS r* 1 


STEREOTYPING. 

STEREOTYPE FOUNDRY.-The subscriber haviug 
O been for many years engaged in the above business, ami 
,e work for most of the principal publishers in this city, 
s confidence in calling the attention of others to his cstab- 
iment, where punctuality aud despatch, combined with all 
requisites of good workmanship, may be depended upon, 
ces as favorable as in any other foundry. 

I. B. Reference is made to the following publishers, win 
e had ample opportunity of corroborating the above: Wi 
&- Putnam, Robert Carter, M. H. Newman & Co., Harpei 
Brothers, Ml. W. Dodd, Baker & Scribner, Lewis Colby A 
'' rt iniel Faushaw. T. B. SMITH, 

20._ 216 William street, New York. . 


and a half cents. 


m Empire.— Blackwood's Magi 


3. Important News from Canada.— Spectafor. 

4. Influenza .—Report on Mortality. 

6. The Future of the West Indies.— Spectator. 

6. Sickness of the Holy Alliance.— Examiner. 

7. Peace and War Parties in A in erica.— Examiner . 

8. The Changeling —Spectator. 

9. Trappers of the Rocky Mountains .—Chamber s’s 

10. The OeRerted Sailor.— Chambers’s Journal. 

11. Thorvaldsen .—Anden en. 

12 Jerusalem.— Blackwood's Magazine. 

13. Foreign Correspondence—French Revolution.- 


le Living Age. 


Washington, December 27, 1840. 


>e the most useful. It c< 


itains indeed 
the Engliah 
comprehen¬ 


sion, includes a portraiture of the hi 
expansion of the present age. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
FARM FOR SALE. 

Tj'OR SALE, a Farm, half a mile from, and commanding an 
excellent view of, the flonrlahiug town of Salem, Colum¬ 
biana county, Ohio, coutaining eighty acres, well improved^ 

grafted fruit trees, an inexhaustible supply of the bent of 

kitchen. House aud yard well shaded with trees. A healthy 
and beautiful country seat. JONAS D. CATTELL, 
Feb. 3.—tf Salem, Ohio. 


DRAWING PENCILS. 
r T'0 ARTISTS aud Teachers of Drawing.—Spalding fy 
JL Shepard have manufactured, expressly for their sales, a 
superior Drawing Pencil, consisting of nine different degrees 
of hardness, viz: H, moderately hard, used for f&etching; 
H H, a degree harder, foroutlinesand fine drawing; HHH, 

light sketching’; F, fine drawing (fine;) B, ilack/for shad¬ 
ing; BB, softer do., for deep shading: HB. hard black, 
deeper shade than F; H H H H, extremely hard, for very 
fine drawing. Please call and try them. They are good and 

After all, there is no place to buy anything you want in tl 
00 or a loncry me, SHEPARD, 

Jan. 20. 189 1-2 Broadway, opposite John street. 


DAG U ER R EOT Y P ES. 

P LUMBE NATIONAL IUGUERKEAN GALLERY 
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS’ FURNISHING DEPOTS, 

awarded the gold and silver medals, four first premium-' 

two highest honors, at the National, the Massachuseti 
New York, and Pennsylvania Exhibitions, respective 
*i -* —i——•* Daguerreotypes and best app: 


1 stock always on hand 


Boston, 75 Court and 


adway; Philadelphia, 136Chesnutstreet; 
58 Hanover streets; Baltimore, 205 Bal- 


burg, Virgir 
Walnut, and i/o juan 
Paris, 127 Vieille Ki 


; Washington. Pennsylvania 


_ d Hall; Cincinnati, Fourth . 

in street; Saratoga Springs, Broadway: 
Temple; Liverpool, 32 Church 


PATENTS. 

P ATENT AGENCY.—All matters copnected wit 

Patent Office, Drawings, Specifications, &c., accurately 
and promptly prepared and attended to. 

Aug. 26. S. A. PE UGH, Washington, D 


FREE PRODUCE STORE. 

N ew goods. -general reduc 

PRICES.—hist received— 

Fine 4*4 Priuts t various style 


V IN 


ginally ed- 

eing conducted 




, Its literary character i 


; , -VIl.qiiy. 

The Metropolitan Magazine. 

The Dublin University Magazine. 

Blackwood’s Magazine. 

The London, the Edinburgh, the Foreign Quarterly, and 


DOTPIease be rarticula: 
d the works subscribed 


FREE PRODUCE STORE. 

T HE Subscribers have opened a store at No. 377 PEARL 
STREET, New York City, for the sale of Free Labor 
Produce exclusively, and have supplied themselves with a 
general assortment of Goods usually kept in a Grocery, of 
superior quality, which they will sell much lower than goods 
of this description have usually been sold. 

They have also a variety of Cotton Goods. 

They will use great care, in making their purchases, that 
othiug which is the produce of Slave Labor shall be aclmit- 

times be placed in the articles they may offer for sale. 

Orders for Goods, either for families or traders out of the 
«.iij be promptly and faithfully executed. 

>. 24th.—tf HOAG & WOOD. 


miums*w?U be i 


unless the subseriptbn 


11 premiums in an 


ie publishers 


Jan. 20. 


.S EMERY, Lard Oil Manufacture 
p -. .."ir Walnut, Cincinna 


T. Kirby, Esq., Blachly & Simpson, C. DonaldBon& Co., Cin 
oimrnti; Hou. J. W. Price, Hun. J. J. McDowell, Hillsborough 
Ohio; A. W. Fagin, St. Louis; J. J. Coombs, GaUipolisjJN 
Barrier, Esq., West Union, Ohio; Dr. A.Brower,Lawrence 
burg, Indiana; S. Galloway. Columbus,Ohio; Col. J. Taylor. 
Newport, Kentucky; Gen. R. Collins,Maysville, Kentucky. 

HOOKS. 

C OLLEGE aud School Text Books, published or in press, 
by D. Appleton & Co., New York : 

' Greek and Latin. —Arnold’s First Latin Book, 12mo, 
nts; ArnoUVs Second Latin Book and Practical Grammar .. 
>, 60 cents—or two volumes bound in one, 76 cents; Ar- 

_’a Cornelius Nepos, with notes, 12mo, 62 cents; Arnold’s 

First Greek Book, 62 cents; Arnold's Groek 1’rose Composi¬ 
tion, 12mo, 75 cents; Arnold’s Greek Reading Book, 12mo; 
Arnold’s Latin Prose^Composition, 12ino. $1; Cicero’s Seleoi 

Senecfcute 

, „ , , sa: Cicero, 

Officiia, - ‘ ‘ f 

Speaker, ed 

DeFiva’s Elementary French Reader, iGmo, 50 cents’; ui- 
iendorff’s New Method of Learning French, edited by J. L. 
Jewett, 12mo, $4; Key to do., 75 cents; Rowan's Model 

ing Dictionary,’ 12mo,’$ 1.50. 

Ilf. German.— Adler’s Progressive German Reader. I2m_ 
$1: Hilpert and Flugel’s German and English and English 


X 


, $Tf; Sallust, with *r 
II. French .—Col lot’s I 


<; Livy, 


L’s blassh 


id German Dictionary, compiled from the best authorities, 
no volume large 8vo. in press ; the same, abridged, l6mo, it. 
.ress; Ollendorlf’s New Method of Learning Germun, edited 
iv G. J. Adler, 12mo, $1.60; Key to do., 75 ceuts. 

IV. Italian. —Forresti’s Italiau Reader, J2mo, ©l: Ollen- 
lorff’s New Method of Learning Italian, edited by F. For- 
•esti, I2mo, $1.50; Key to do., 75 cents. 

V. Spanish.— Ollendorff’s New Method of Learniug Span 
.sh, one volume L2mo, uearly ready; a new Spanish Reader, 
in press; a new Spanish and English Dictionary, in press. 

VI. Hebrew. —Geseulua’s Hebrew Grammar, edited by Ro- 
diger^translated from the best German edition, by Conaut, 

VII. English.— Arnold’s Lectures onModern History, l2mo, 
$1.25; Graham's English Synonyms, edited by Professor 
Reid, of Pennsylvania Uuiversity, 12mo, $1; Guizot’s Misto 
ry of Civilization, t otes by Prolessor Henry, of New Yotk 
University, 12tno, $1; Keightlev’s l\I< thology of Greece and 

”. 1 °'.no, 42 cents; MaudeviUe’s Course of Reading tm 

.. Sohools and Lowor Academies, 12mo, 75 ceuts; 

id’s Dictionary of the English Language, with Deriva- 

m,e., 12mo. _______ _ Jan . 20. 

PRINTERS’ MATERIALS. 

Y YPE FOUNDRY.—The subscribers have taken the Typ. 

conducted by Robert Taylor. They will at- 
to all orders they may receive with punctuality and ties 

cast, and they will burnish all kinds of^rlnters’ Materials ol 
the best quality. 

Mr. J. A. T. Overend is still employed iu superintending 
the manufacturing department. 

WHITING & TAYLOR, 

Successors to Robert Taylor, corner of Gold 

Charles Whiting. \ and Ana streets, New York. 

Tit tut tore Taylor. J_ Jan. 20.—tf 

LARD for on,. 

L ARD WANTED.—Cash paid for corn, mast, and slop-fed 
Lard. Apply to 

THOMAS EMERY, Lard Oil Manufacture 
;;;; si.r.-tit, hear Walnut, Cilifiinnai 

TOBACCO AND CIGARS. 

N O. 37 CHEAPSIDE.-J. D. Armstrong & Thor; 
Tobacco and Cigar Warehouse. Tobaeoo in lar* 
ill packages; Cigars in packages of 50,100,125, and 


AMERICAN AND BRITISH PERIODICALS. 

pHARLES S. FRANCIS & CO.,252 Broadway, are agents 
^ for the following Reviews and Magazines, and forward 
jhem regularly to all parts of the country : 

North American Review, $5 per year; American Journal 
of Medical Sciences, $6; Siliiinan’s Journal of Science, $5: 
Christian Examiner, $4; Eclectic Magazine, $6; Llttell’i 
Living Age, $6; Journal of the Franklin Institute, $5, 
Knickerbocker Magazine, $5; Law Library, $10; Democrat¬ 
ic Review, $3; American Review, $6; Massachusetts Quar 
terly Review, $3; Merchants’ Magazine, $5: De Bow’s Com 
uiercial Review, $5; Southern Literary Messenger. $6; 
Browuson’s Quarterly Review, $3; Mrs. Kirkland’s Union 
Magazine, $3; Godey’s Lady’s Book, $3; Graham’s Maga 
zitie, $3; Farmer’s Library, $5; Monthly Miscellany of Re¬ 
ligion and Letters, $2; Parley’s Magazine, $ 1; Child’s Friend, 
$1.50; Playmate, $1. 

Rejn ints.— London Quarterly Review. $3 per year; Edin¬ 
burgh Review, $3; Westminster and Foreign Review, $3; 
North British Review, $3-all together, $6; Blackwood’s 
Magazine, $3; Medico-Cl.irnrgicai Review, $5. 

Imported. —London World of Fashion, $5 per year: How- 
itt’s Journal, $2.50; People’s Journal, $6; London Punch, 
$5: London Art-Union Journal, $7.50. 

C. S. F. & Co. also import all the British periodicals, and 
they will supply individuals, clubs, societies, and public iu- 
~‘ : ‘ -* : ons, with whatever periodical works, American or Eng- 

[Minicd by cash, or reference for payment in New York. 

! promptly attended to. Jan. 20. 


LAYV OFFICE, COLUMBUS, O. 

W ILLIAM B. JARVIS, Jnn., Attorney and C 
at Law, Columbus, Ohio. Office up stairs 
’s Building, between Amerioan Hotel and Nei 
liness connected with the profession, of all kit 
f attended to. 

ANTI-SLAVERY BOOKS AND THAI 

j^EW BOOKS, the Anti-Slavery Depository ,! 

Life of Benjamin Lundy —316 pages, I2mo; bouud in mus 
lin; with a portrait by Warner, and a beautiful colored mai 
of California, Texas, Mexico, and part of the United States: 
including his journeys to Texas and Mexico, and a notice oi 
the Revolution iu Hay ti. Price 75 cents. 

Facts for the People —a pamphlet of 142 pages—a compila¬ 
tion from the writings of Hon. William Jay, Hon. J. R. Gid- 
dings, J. G. Palfrey, and others, on the relations of the Unit¬ 
ed States Government to Slavery, and embracing a history ol 
the Mexican War, its origin and objects. By Loring Moody, 
of Boston. Massachusetts. Price 2U cents. 

'(onus' Man—or Lectures for the Times. By.“ 


Fine 4-4 Prints, various styles. 

New styles of Prints of medium quality, usual width- 
Fine and wido Paper Muslins; also, oolored Cambrics. 
Curtain Calico, superior line Chintz Umbrellas, Oil Cloths. 
Satinets, good and cheap; also on hand, mostly at reduced 
rices, Ginghams, various qualities aud styles. 

Fine and heavy Shirting, Sheeting, and Pillow Muslins. 
Striped ('ambries, flue 6-4 Plaid Muslin. 

Mus'in do Lain, plain and neatly figured, all wool. 

Linens, warranted free from cotton. 

Flannels, 4-4,good, and price low; Canton Flannels, white 
nd colored. 

Table Diaper and Cloths, of different styles. 

Apron and Furniture Check, Cotton Handkerchiefs. 

Cotton twilled Pantaloon Stuffs; also, Linen Drilling, &o. 
Long and Half Hose, fine aud heavy. 

Knitting Cotton, various numbers, bleached, brown, and 
Wadding, white and oolored Cotton Laps. 

Refined Loaf, Crushed, and Pulverized Sugar. 

^ Brown Sugar^good quaUty^of various grades. ^ ^ 

the subscriber would invite the attention of Country Mei- 
Mucb pains are taken by the msnagers of the Free Pro- 
uee Association to assist- the subscriber to enlarge the as- 
>rtmeht from time to time. 

GEORGE W. TAYLOR, 

N. W. corner Fifth and Cherry streets, 
3d mo. 23.—3m Philadelphia. 




WATER CUJ[iE\ 

B rownsville water-cure establishment, 

Fayette County, Pennsylvania .—The friends of Hy¬ 
dropathy, also the public In general, aro respectfully inform¬ 
ed that this Establishment, built expressly for the purpose, 

The build ng Is 70 feet by 30, two stories Sigh, and will 
oinfbrtabiy accommodate 25 patients—every room is well 
entllated and neatly furnished. The sleeping, bathing, and 
ressing-rooms, for ladles, are as entirely separated from 
hose of the gentlemen, as if in different buildings; also sep¬ 
tate parlors. The bathing rooms are furnished with all the 
lecessary baths for undergoing a successful treatment. 

neut; pleasant and retired walks among the neighboring 
s amply repaid by the beautiful views over u most piotnr- 

J)r. Baelz, ^the proprietor, who resides In the Establish¬ 
ment, has had several years* exi erhnee in this popular mode 

joined by l’»r. JViosonfFellow of the*Royal College of Sur¬ 
geons, London, who is now visiting the best establishment in 

'JL^Ixp. Establishment has been so far well patronized, and 
10 pains will be spared to make it as comfortable and agree- 
iblc to Invalids os the system will admit of. 

The terms are as follows: For patients, $6 per week, to be 
paid weekly. Very feeble patients are required to bring 
their owu nurses ; board can be had for them in the Kstab- 
“•nhment., at $2 pet w*«k. Each patient is required to bring 


followii 

blaiike 

sheet, for 


her three comfortables, 


.jjectioninsl 

j uv snowing diseases are successfully t 
iffected, if there be no disorganization of 




Liver, Spied 


ig standing: Fevers; Intermittingfcevefs, 
mation of the Lungs, Stomach, Bowels, 
id Kidneys; Dyspepsia; Asthma; 


.....v.Jtes; partial Paralysis Sick headache; 

Palpitation of the Heart; Hypochondriasis; Dropsy; Jaun¬ 
dice; Habitual Costiveness ; Delirium Tremens; Spasms of 
the Stomaoh and Bowels; Spinal Affections; Chronic Dys¬ 
entery, or Diarrhoea; Tenter, Ringworm, Seal*' 

Female Diseases, as Prolapsus Uteri, or bearin 
‘”omb; excessive, painful, and obstructed Mei 
Fob. 3—Gro 


Jhronlc Dys- 
d Head, &c. 


LAW OFFICE, CINCINNATI. 

B IRNEY & SHIELDS, Attorneys at Law, corner of Main 
and Court streets, Cincinnati. 

JAMES BIRNEY, Notary Public and Commissioner to 
ike acknowledgments of deeds and depositions for the States 
| Maine, Vcrmont^Connectiout, Michigan, New Hampshire, 


BELLHANGING, ETC. 

QHARLES PHILLIPS, BeUhanger^ Locksmith, awf 

Front street, opposite the Stone Tavern, Baltimore. Bella 
put up in the country at the shortest notice, and on the most 
approved plan. April 29.- tf 

SILVER WAKE MANUFACTORY. 

S ILVER WARE, of every description and style, manufac¬ 
tured by A. E. Warnkr, No. 5 North Gay street, Balti¬ 
more April 29. 

LI TP ELL'S LIVING AGE. 

OST* The Publishers of the Living Age annex a Prospectus 
of that work, and solicit to it the attention of the readers of 

their generation must take a large view of what U passing 




cm—thoy 


PROSPECTUS. 

{£3* This work is conducted in ttie spirit of Littell’s Mu¬ 
seum of Foreign Literature, (which was favorably received 
by the public for twenty years,) but as it is twice as large, 
and appears so often, we not only give spirit and freshness to 

but, while thus extending our scope and gathering a greater 
and more attractive variety, are able so to increase the solid 
and substantial part of our literary, historical, and political 
harvest, as fully to satisfy the wants of the American reader. 

The elaborate and stately Essays of the Edinburgh, Quar¬ 
terly, and other Reviews; and Blackwood's noble criticisms 
on Poetry, his keen political Commentaries, highly wrought 
tales, and vivid descriptions of rural and mountain scenery; 
aud the coutributions to Literature, History, and Common 
Life, by the sagacious Spectator, the sparkling Examiner , 
the judicious Athenaum, the busy and industrious Literary 
Gazette, the sensible and comprehensive Britannia, the so¬ 
ber and respectable Christian Observer —these are inter¬ 
mixed with the Military and Naval reminiscences of the 
United Service, and with the best articles of the Dublin 
University, New Monthly, Fraser's, Tail's, Ainsworth's, 
Hood's, and Sporting Magazines, and of Chambers's admi¬ 
rable Journal. We vlo not consider it beneath onr dignity 

it good enough, make use of the thunder of The Times. We 
shall increase our variety by importations from the conti- 
jut of Europe, and from the pew growth of the British col- 

The steamship has brought Europe, Asia, and Africa, into 
ir neighborhood, ond will greatly multiply our connections, 
i merchants, travellers, and politicians, with all parts of the 

intelligent American to be informed of the condition and 
changes of foreign countries. And this not only because of 
their nearer connection with ourselves, but because the na¬ 
tions seem to be hastening, through arapid process of change, 
to some new state of things, whioh the merely political 

Geographical Discoveries, the progress of Colonization, 
(which is extending over the whole world,) and Voyages aud 
Travels, will be favorite matter for our selections; and, in 
general, we shall systematically and very fully acquaint our 
readors with the great department of Foreign affairs, with¬ 
out entirely neglecting our own. 

While we aspire to make the Living Age desirable to all 
who wish to keep themselves informed of the rapid progress 
of the movement—to Statesmen, Divines, Lawyers, and Phy- 

stronger objeot to make it attractive and useful to their 
wives and children. We believe that we can thus do some 

indispensable in every well-informed family. We say indis¬ 
pensable, because In this day of cheap literature it is not 
possible to guard against the influx of what is bad In taste 

a sufficient supply of a healthy character. The mental and 
moral appetite must be gratified. 

We hope that, by “by winnoioing the wheat from the 
chaff," by providing abundantly for the imagination, and by 
a large collection of Biography, Voyages and 'Travels, Histo¬ 
ry, and more solid matter, we may produce a work which 
shall be popular, while at the same time it will aspire to 
raise the standard of public taste. 

TERMS. 

The Living Aoe is published every Saturday, by E. Littell 
Jc Co., corner of Tremont and Brumfield streets, Boston; 

in advance. Remittances for any period will be thankfully 
received and prdmptly attended to. 

addressed to the office of publication, as above. 

Clubs, paying a year in advance, will be supplied as fol- 


■ $20 


Twelve copies for - 
Complete sets, in fifteen volumes, to I 
omely bouud, and packed in neat boxes 


William 
bouud in i 


iton^Hartford^ Connecticut. 214 pages, 

nt on Sectarianism —by Gerrit Smith—an octave I 
jf 38 pages. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Branded Hand,” Ac. 36 pages, 12mo, with several engrav 
inga. Price 8 cents. 

New Ti uds, at eighty cents per hundred. 

No. I. Slavery and the Slave Trade at the Nation’s Cap 
it&l. 

No. 2. Facts for the People of the Free States. 

No. 3. Cateohism of the Mexican War. 

N o. 4. Shall we give Bibles to3,000,000 of American Slaves ■ 
For Hale, as above, by WILLIAM HAKNEP, 

July 22. 22 Spruce street, Agent. 

GODEY’S 

L ADY’S BOOK AND FAMILY MAGAZINE.—The old¬ 
est Magazine in the United States; contains monthly 
sixty pages of reading matter, by the first writers in the 
country, twelve more than the New York magazines. Two 
splendid steel engravings, an undeniable authentic oolored 
monthly fashion plate, model cottages and churches, crotchet 
work aud other matters for the ladies, all illustrated and well 

eX price e fotoM e year, which includes the I/idy’s Dollar News- 

Fos'without the Lady’s Dollar Newspaper, $5; five ooples, 
with one to the person sending the club, $11); eight copies, 
$15; twelve copies, $40. 

A specimen of either the Lady’s Book or the Lady’s Dollar 
Newspaper sent to any person paying postage on the request. 
Address L. A. GODLY, 

Feb. 3. No. 113 Chestaut street, Philadelphia. 


ij number may be 
ay be worth while 
: any broken volu 
,noe their value. 


ad for twelve and a half cents; and 
r subscribers or purchasers to com¬ 
as they may have, and thus greatly 


AGENCIES. 

We are desirous of making arrangements, in all parts of 

and for doing this, a liberal commission will lie allowed to 
gentlemen who will interest themselves in the business. And. 
wo will gladly correspond on this subject with any agent who 
will send us undoubted references. 

POSTAGE. 

When sent with the cover on, the Living Age oonsiats of 
three sheets, and is rated as a pamphlet, at fonr and a half 

definition of a newspaper given in the law; and cannot legally 
lie charged with more than newspaper postage,one and a half 
cents. We add the definition alluded to: 

A newspaper is “any printed publication, issued in num¬ 
bers, consisting of not more than two sheets, and published 
at short stated intervals qf not more than one month, oouvey- 
ing intelligence of passing events.” 

MONTHLY PARTS. 

For snob as prefer it in that form, the Living Age is put 
up in Monthly Parts, containing four or five weekly numbers. 
In this shape it shows to great advantage in comparison 
with other works, containing in each part doable the matter 
of any of the Quarterlies. But we reoommend the weekly 
numbers, as fresher aud fuller of life. Postage on the Month- 
Impart is about fourteen cents. The volumes arc published 






teriy Review gives in eighteen months, 

03“ Published at si* dollars a year, by 

E. HTTELL & C 







